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bring you 2 Tidings of great Foy. LuxE ii. 10. 
Light is ſown for the Righteous, and Gladnefs for the Up- 


right in Heart. PSALM xcvii. 11. 


—There was a thick Darkneſs in all the Land of Egg. 


But all the Children of 1/rael had Light in their y 7 4 


lings. EXOD, xk. 22, 23. 
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(GREAT Offence” hath been taken at the An- 
fer, the Aſſenibly of Divines have given o 
this Queffion, What are the Decrees of 

I God? — 
eternal Purpoſe, according to the Counſel of his 
- own Will, whereby for his own Glory he hath 
fore-ordained wharſoever comes to paſs. Often 
hath it been ſaid, © Tf God fore-ordained what/5+ 
| ever comes to paſs, then he fore-ordained Sin.” 
As though it were evidently the greateſt Abſurdity 
1 in Nature, to ſuppoſe, that God rad thought it 


| exi/t tn the 


beſt in the whole, that Sin ever ſhoul 
World he had made. . And' I Suppoſe it is ge- 
nerally taten for granted, that it had been much 


better, if Sin and Miſery had been for ever un- 


known ; and looked upon one of the moſt accountable 
Things, that God ever ſuffered Afairs in his 
I JPorldto take fuch a Courſe as they have. I do 
Jo imagine, Mankind would ever have thought of 

da a 2 diſputing 


Anſwer. The Decrees of God are his 


: 
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the Plan is wiſe and 9 But while Mankind 
zake for granted, that i 


. 
Fi mas contrived by infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; 5 

*. but are under a Neceſſity to ſuppoſe, that T hings C 

Have takena different Courſe. from what God in- I 
jended, and turned out contrary to his original De- / 
ſign and Eæpectation; end that be is really diſap- * 
pointed and grieved. —— And doubtleſs, if God ts [ 
diſappointed and grieved, all the [nhabitants of 
Iladen are very farry tos: So that the Grief and 
Sorrotu is univerſal in the World above. And if“ 


it is univerſal there, it may well be univerſal here, 


And this Diſappointment, Grief and Sorrow-is 
>! Jikely to be eternal, as the JF iched, according ta 
Eff Scripture, muſt be eternally miſerable. And thus, I 
Ka 1 ſeems, Hell twill be full of the Groans of the : 


| 

it *Damned, for ever loſh and undone ; and Heaven 
it ill of Diſappuntment and Grief, God andall holy 
Being heartily forry that Things have come to 

Aab an Iſiie. And where will be the Triumph 

and Joy? Tf Gad is diſappointed and grieved, and 

Angels and Saints in Heaven are grieved, and poor 

Siuners for ever bfl, there ſeems te be pas but 


rief 


12 — 


PREFACE. 


, Grief in the whole Syſtem ; not one Being per- 
Ve fectly ſuited, unleſi that very worſt of all Beings, 


who is called the Old Serpent, the Devil : wha 


ind Head. | q __ 
118 A chief Deſign of the following Sermons is to. © 


rect theſs miſtaken Notions, and ſcatter theſe 


fr; gloomy Apprehenſions. Not 7 propoſing mere 
„„ | Conjettures, but by turning the Reader to a certain 


'S" Licht, which ſhines in 1his dart and benighted 
and to ꝛubich wwe do well to give 


| P 
„int, we might have'gro ed in total Darkneſ5, as 
s of to this Pub Sulas. 7 5 


oy, if ourſelves, 


here. IZ was neceſſary, that the true Character of Je- 
v - is ſus Chriſt auld be determined, in order to open the 
g to (VF i/dem of God's univerſal Plan to View : This 
thus, Wherefore is attempted in the firſt Sermon. And it 
" the uas equally neceſſary, that the final Succeſs of 
Chrift”s Undertakings ſhould be brought into View, 
to rectiſ ſome Miſtakes us to Matters of Fa : 
ond this 1s attempted in the next. And theReader 
may ſee the Method ] have taken to give Light 6 
Ihe main Subject, by a careful Peruſal of the fal- 
ing Sermons, on the Wiſdom of Cod in the 
Fcrmiſſion of Sin. | 
| a-3 AND 


yet is the very one, that, alove all, was finally to be 
1a- ¶ diſappointed, according to the ancient ORACLE. 
* The Seed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe theSerpent's 


De. £7 911d, the only fare Guide we 7 Mortal dave, 
eed (2 Pet. i. 19. 
I mean, the Holy Seriptures; *but for which, 1 


- ever to have extricated © 


_ 2 
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FUE <AND theſe Sermons are the rather publiſhed 
FEE at this Seaſon, when the State of the World and of 
+ the Church appears ſo exceeding gloomy and dark, 
and ſtill darker Times are by many expected, as 
they are calculated to give Conſolation to ſuch as 
fear the Lord, and are diſpoſed to hearken to his 
holy Mord. A firm Belief of the ſupreme Gods 
head of our Saviour, who now 755 at the Head of 
the Univerſe, conducting all Things, and whoje 
Love to bis Church is as fervent as when he hung 
on toe Croſs ; and a realizing Senſe of the 
glorious Days approaching, when the Knowledge 
of the Lord ſhall fill the Barth, as the Waters do 
the Sea ; together with an Inſight into theNa: 
jure and Wiſdom of God's unwerfal Government, 
may afford abundant Support, let the preſent Storm 
riſe ever ſo high, and the T imes grow ever ſo dark, 


Joſeph Bellamy. 


— 
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Bethlem, 2. March 
1758 rr t 
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The Divinity of Chriſt. C 


whoſe ** 


of the PHILIPPIANS II. 6. 7. 


ers do] HO being in the Form of God, thought it nord NY 

be Na- Robbery to 1 equal 1 with God : but made bin- 14 
ment, ſelf of no Reputation, and took upon bim the 
Storm Form: of à Servant, and was made in . : 


9 dark, Likeneſs of Men, ; 4 4 
| 85 2 J he chief clearly,any may ima ine, 1 
V. | | 


— 
oo ts n the chief Principles of natural Reli- 


ts {on may be found out by the mere 13 
ight of Nature, yet all are agreed, 
0: nnd - that Matters of pure Revelation are 
2 rok to be learned only from the holy * 
Scriptures : and our Sentiments, as 
to ſuch Points, are to be formed entirely from theſe © N 
ſacred Writings. Nor is it doubted, but that we 7 
may ſafely believe, what we find there plainly revealed, 
altho' the Things are not fully underſtood. There 
are 3 Things we know to be true, from Ex peri- 4h 
ence and Reaſon, in the natural and moral World, 
the Manner of which, we can by no means under- 1 
ſtand. The Hutbandman knows, his Graſs and Corn 


TH grow, | 


12 The Divinity of Chriſt. 


draw, the Philoſopher knows his Soul and Body ave 
I% united, the Divine knows that God has exiſted from 


Eternity; but theſe Things, and-a Thoufand more, 


as to the Manner of them, are beyond their Compre- «a 
1 henſion : yet their Certainty is not for this Reaſon at cc | 
called in Queſtion. So, if ſome Things, plainly ſ.-. 
revealed. in the Bible, are, as to the Manner of chem, * 
beyond our Reach, it can be no Objection againſt Ne 


their Truth.—It we cannot conceive, for Inſtance, = 
what there.is in the divine Eſſence, which, may lay à 
juſt Foundation, for the one true God (and we know 
there is but one) to ſpeak and act as though he were N. 
three diſtinch Perſons; yet if we find this is, in Fact, . f 
the Cafe, from conſulting God's holy Word, we may 11 
as firmly believe it as tho' we could fully underſtand 
it. And if we cannot conceive how the divine Na- Na. 
ture and the human ſhould be united ſo as to conſti- I.. | 
tute but one Perſon ; yet if we find, that, in Fact, 
this is the Caſe, there is àn End te all Doubt. For 
What God ſays may be as firmly believed, as what our Na 
Eyes ſee. Nor is there any more Reaſon to doubt N 
His Word, for want of a fan underſtanding of the 
Thmg, than to doubt our Eye-fight on the ſame 
Account. Let us now, then, quite willing. to form | 
aur Sentiments fram the holy Scriptures, apphy to 


+ theſe ſacred Writings, and enquire into the true Cha- C | 
racter of our Lord and? Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And ; 
Perhaps, the Words of our Text may ſerve, as a Clue, We... 


o lead us into the true Senſe of what we find written, Iche 
n the old and new Teſtaments, on this important . 
Subject. | (wit 
Wo being n the Form of God.” —But when? ch 
% Plainly, re he touk upon him the Form of a. 
Servant: * he appe ared in the. Likeneſs of Man: . 
J. e. bejere his Incarnation. —But where had St: Paul Nuri 
tany Accounts of Jeſus — in . 
1019 leſh? | 


175 
1 I 
* 


; #8, 


The Divinity of Chriſt, 3 
ed 0ST) ich dn bf M a: en 
Fleſh ? Did he exilt, did he indeed exiſt, antecedent 
to his Incarnation ?. Yes, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, 
« Before Abraham was, I am.” Joh. VIII. 58.— 
In the Writings of the Old-Teſtament, no doubt, 
were the Accounts, referred to by the Apoſtle.: for 
« they, were they which teſtified of him,” as our Sa2 
viour obſerved to the angry Jews in Joh. V. who were 
enraged at his pretending to be equal with God.“ 
ver. 18. „Search the Scriptures,” (ſaid he) to them 
] appeal to decide my true Character, for“ they are 


« they which teſtify of me.” ver. 39.—In thoſe ſa- 


cred Writings it. was, that he appeared in “ the Form 
« of God:“ and ſpake and acted as thinking it * no 
% Robbery to be equal with God.” All which divine 
Glory and Splendor he laid aſide, at the Time of his 
Incarnation ; and inſtead of it, took on him “ the 
« Form of a Servant,” and appeared in the Likes 
& neſs of Men.” Wherefore let us take. a View of 
our bleſſed Saviour, as appearing, ſpeaking and acting 


Tin this two-fold Capacity. (f.) “ In the Form of 


« God.” ,(2:)'* In the Form of a Servant, and in the 
« Likeneſs of Men“: that from the whole we may 
learn his true Character. 114-265; 75 
I. Lr us view our bleſſed Saviour, when he ap- 
peared in the“ Form of God,“ and ſpake and acted, 
as thinking it © no Robbery to be equal with God.” 
AND the fu Time he is brought into View, in the 
facred Writings, is in the fir Chapter of Genes as 
the Almighty Creator of Heaven and Earth, * In the 
© BeginningGod created the Heaven and the Earth.“ 
Cen. I. 1. For we are aſſured by one divinely inſpired, 
that this God, was the Cad, who was „ manifeſt in 
* the Fleſh,” even the very ſame Being who © was 
made Fleſh and dwelt among us.“ For thus it is 
written, “In the Beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was With God, and the Worpd was — 
| Lau. 164 


= _— mo 
aa go pare wy nw 


is 2 . OY m 
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"4 


4 The Drunity of Chrift: 
© the ſame was in the Beginning with God : A 
«+. Tpings WERE MADE BY Him, and without Him 
Mas not any Thing made that was _— I,-3 
For he created not only this Earth, and this ſolar 
Syſtem ; but by Him were even © all Things created, 
e that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, viſtble 
4 and-invifible, whether they be ' Thrones, or Do- 
& minions, orPrincipalities, or Powers, ALL T n1NGs 
% Were created by Him.” Col. 1. 16. So that, here; 
he ſtands forth as the CRT A TOR OF THE WHOLE 
„ UniverRsE, And © his ETERNAL POWER AND 
6 'GOD-HEAD are clearly to be ſeen by the Things 
„which he has made.” (Rom. I. 20.) He is the 
CREATOR ; and an higher Character than this the 
MosT HiGn Gor never aſſumes to ' himſelf in the 
facred Writings. - For this is the Style of fupremg 
Derry. + Thus faith the Lord, that created the 
« Heavens, God himſelf that fermed the Earth and 
* made it: I am the Lord, and there is none elſe.“ 
Iſai. XLV. 18. And in Heaven they worſhip the 
ſupreme God under this Character. Thou art wor- 
thy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, and 


* 


% Power: fot thou haſt created all Things, and for 


« thy Pleaſure they are, and were created.“ Rev 
IV. 11.“ |. 5 _AND, 
* That Chriſt was not a. mere Jn/irument which God uſcd ig 
the Work of Creation, as the 4rians pretend, is plain from 

this,” that the Scriptures not only teach, that Chriſt was the 


very ſupreme God himſelf that created all Things; (P/al. 


_ CH. 25. Heb. I. 10.) but alſo that 20 Inſtrument uu 
* -wufed in that Work. It was wrooght immediately by Col 
himſelf, AS it is written, “ God himſelf formed the 
Farth and made it.” (Jai. XLV. 18. (This, all grant, was 
the ſupreme God : And this God was Jeſus Chritt, as will 
oon appear.) He alone ſpread out the Heavens (J 
IX. 8.) Not by an Inſtrument, but by Himel alone, ( {/at. 
XLIV. 23.) with his own Hants, (hai. XLV. 12.) The 
Seripture - Expreſſions the Arian urge to the contrary flu 

bc explained preſently, ! 
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AnD, 28 Jeſus Chriſt appears *'in the Fam of 
God” in the fr * Chapter of Geneſis, calling univerſal 
Nature out of othing into Exiſtence ; ſo likewiſa 
does he appear, and * and ſpeak, as thinking is 
« no Robbery to be e qual with God,” ip all tha 
grand Diſpenfations 4 divine Providence, from. tha 
Calling of Abraham, and forward, thro' al the Jewiſh 
18 ation. 

URN to the third Chapter of Exodus, at the begin- 
ing, and there you may ſee, the, Angel of the 

Led appeared to Moles, | in a Flame E ire out 
of the mid of a; Buſh, 1 and, God called unto 
tc him out of the Buſh, and ſaid, I am, the God of 
de thy Father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
10 lac, and the God of Jacob.” Now who. was this 
God, that thus Te to Moſes? It was 1 che 


F Not a createdAnge),bus heApgr of emer ll 


« Jeſus, who then and ever was Cod, and was to be 

« and to be ſent into the World in our F , 28 4 Me 

* ſcoger from God. And theſe temporary Apparitions - 

& his, were Preſages or Fore-runners of his more fol 

&« Miſſion and Coming, and therefore, 5 is fit = 

% Angel. That this Angel was no 1 al ap- 
« pears by the wholeContext, and eſpeciall ay ing, 

** 7 am the Lord, &c. ,, The Angels ver 55 3 

«« guage in Scripture: but, Jam ſent from 

« thy Fellow: Servant, &c. And'it is a vain pretence, 

* ſay, That the Angel as God's Ambaſſador [= in 
% God's Name and Perſon, For what Ambaſſador o of any 
* King in the World did aver ſpeak. thus, I an: Tk 755 
* &c, ' Miniſters are God's an ; but f 

* them ſhould ſay, Tam the Lord, they would be py 
of Blafphemy ; and ſo would any — Ang 

« for the {ame Reaſon,” Peel in — 


ne 
ts 
* * 
* 
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going to.Padan-Aram. Gem. XXVII. 12, 13. % He 


« dreamed, and behold, a Ladder ſet upon theEarth, 


„ and the Top of it reached to Heaven: and the 


Angels of God [theſe were created Angels] aſcend- 


4 « ing and deſcending on it. And behald, he Long 


A was the ſupreme God] ſtood above, it, and 
& faid, I am'the Lord God of Abraham thy Father, 


. and the God of Iſaac: the Land whereon thou 
' « lieſt, to thee will I give it, and to thy Seed, &c. 


And “ Jacob called the Name of that Place Bethe,” 2 
i. _ theHouſe of 0s Ja. 19 8 * Ang, "G b A 
« Pillar, and v a Vow, ſaying, od. | be 
od with me ek en ſhall the Ying, be my 

ver. 20,—22. And when ! he was at Padan; Fer the 
ſanfe * TI to him ag 22 and; 1s called the 
Angel of Gs Gen. XXXI. « And the Angel of God 
« ſpake to me in aDream”. ver. 11. This was not 3 
created Angel ; for he, faid, per, 14 56]; 15 m the God 


4 of Bethel, tiere tho ae e the lar and 
* vonedi VO nad Xx And to this God he 
after ward 


A IT YN 


| 055 the Fats 8 Face Gaffea the”'4 Ang vel 9 Cod: Bul 
" the Cod of Bethel is called ine wel 9 Therefore 
the Cod of Bethel is not Ge th Father Tae, Ged of 
- Bethel is * ſame who is called the Aug xl the Copenant 
8 1 at. II. 1. Bu chat Angel of 72 We. is Ea 


ain from Mat 8 2. "Therefore th Gad a 
Wd in. The 10 Bethel was the od 6 omen 


0 '—ed to! brabam'{C ,—7,) to Iſaac (Gen. 
"24; 2 r 40 E nt 13. od 3 XXXI. 7200 


_ Moſes (Exod, III. 8 8.) on Mount Sinai (Ex od. XX. 2.) 
7 and is uſually called the God and King of 1/rael, thro? the 
old Teſtament : Byt che God of Bethel was Jeſus Chris: 
Thetefore Jeſus Chriſt was het God and King of Iſrael, 
if Jeſus Gi Was the Cod and King cel then gay 
St. Paul be j tified in repreſenting bi as the Creator 0 
de Vue * Col. 75 10. And 1 in in ar hin N 12 io his 


| ues, 


— 


Nie Nin of Chriſt.” 7 


He afterwards built an Altar (Chap. XXXV. 1.) and he 
ty, calls upon this God, this Angel, to bleſs the Lads (the tw Ü 
Lens of Joſeph) a little before his Death, (Chap. 48. 
15, 16.)—— Now, Who was this, ſometimes ca!l&d Af 
Cod, ſometimes the Angel of God. ? It wits, it ve may 
give Credit to his own Declaratidn, *+* The God of 
« Abraham (Chap. XXVIIL 13.) and the Gad 
« of Iſaac.” —— And this was the God who now p- 
peared and ſpake to Moſes in the Buſh, and who-: 
afterwards gave the Law. from Mount Sai. And 
of him, even of this very ſame: God, David ſpeaks in 
the LXVIIIch Pla, ver. 7, &c. O God, when. 
« thou wenteſt forth Before thy People, when thou 

« didſt march thro* the Wilderneſs; theEartlr ook, 
« the Heavens alſo dropped at the Preſence of the 

« Lord ; even Sinai itſelt was moved at the Preſence 

« of God,theGod of Iſrael. ver 17.—TheChariots of 

«© God are. twenty Thouſand, even Thosſands of 

“ Angels; theLard is among them, as in Sinai, ig tlie 
holy Place, ver. 18. Thou haſt aſcended on high, 

« thou haſt led Captivity captive, thou haſt received 
Gifts for Men,” &.——And now, who was this? 
—— Turn to the IV th Chaptar of Epheſians, and there 

an inſpired” Apoſtle tells us, that it was Jeſus Chriſt. 
ver. 8. It was He Who aſcended up on high, and 
led. Captivity captive.” 1. | 
Epiſtles, what was evidently ſpoken of the Cod and Nine 

of Iſrael, in the ſacred Writings of the old Teflament. 
Compare Fſal. LXVIII. 18. with EV. IV. 8. And P/. 
Cll, 25. with Heb. I. 10. &c: &. & c: And our bletſed 
Saviour; may be juſtiſied in laying- down his Life, rather 
than to give up bis Claim. <— And there was moreTruth 

in the Title ſer up over bis Head when on the Croſs { 7-/irs 

o Nazateth the KaNq of. Tas Jews) than his Crecificrs 
were aware of: Forthad they 4nowr, they aon ct 
crucified the LORD or G.. | 


i 


| wk 
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So that it was 7eſus Chrift, who appeared to Abra- MW! 
ham, Iſaac and Jacob, to Moſes in the Burning Buſh, . 
and on Mount Sinai. And He appeared in the “ Fot In 


Of God,” and ſpake in the Language of ſupreme W*« 


Deity, as thinking it “ no Robbery to be equal with . 
God,” ſaying, „I am the God of Abraham, the God 2 
„ of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob. I am the Lord fly 
„ thy God which brought thee out of the Land of NR 
« Egypt, and out of the Houſe of Bondage. Thou 
„ ſhalt have no other Gods before me. Ex:d. XX. I 
And what could he have ſaid more than this ——to th 
ſet up thus for ſupreme God, and enjoin that none hy 
jhould be worſhipped but himſelf ! |; 0 
Arp this God, who thus brought Iſrael out of WH: 
Egypt, and gave the Law from Mount Sinai, even he Or 
was * the Kins of the Jews,” their civil Chief. Fot 
their Government was a Theecracy,and God was theirſ« 
Kins, as King George is King of Great- Britain, And (fo 
therefore when in the Days of Samuel, they deſired Go 
to have a King from among themſelves, like the Reſtthe 
of the Nations, God ſaid, (1 Sam. VIII. 7.) 5** Theynet: 
have rejected Mz, that I ſhould not REIGN overfſ« ] 
«© them.” (See alſo 1Sam.X. 18,19.) This was in their 
Hearts ; for they were weary of God's Government, 
and did not like to be in a State of ſuch entire Depen -: 
dance on him, but wanted a King of - their own. 
However God did not give up his Government over: 
them, nor grant them a King, in the Senſe they de- ot 
fired ; but only nominated and conſtituted one to DF ve 
his Vice-gerent, to be his Deputy, to govern for and þ; 
under him, therefore called the Lord's anointed, Godhe © 
himſelf ſtill their King. — Now it was at Mount C. 
Sinai God became their King, and they covenanted . 1. 
and promiſed to be his loyal and obedient Subjects 
Exid. XIX. 3—8,—— But that God was Jeſus Chriſt 
as has been before proved. Therefore Feſus Chr ol 


was the KING of the Jews, and they were his — ſpe 
co 


* 1 
„ Lad 
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People.—— And to this St. John evidently alludes in 
thoſe Words, Joh. I. It. “ He came to his own,” 
his ownPeople & Nation, over whom he had reigned, 
« He came unto his own, and his own received him 
« not.” Yea, look up, and view him on the Croſs, 
and read the Superſcription put over him, and that 
will declare who he is, JesUs oF NAZARETH THE 
KING OF THE JEws. (See 70h. XII. 15. Zech. IX. .) 
And as their God was their King, their civil Chief; 
ſo it was ſuitable he ſhould have 2 Palace built him, 
that he might dwell among them. And according'y 
by his Appointment the Tabernacle was built in the 
Wilderneſs. And there he dwelt, in the Holy of 
Holies, as their God and King, giving out Laws and 
n he Orders from above the Mercy-ſeat. In Alluſion to 
For which St. Jobn ſpeaking of the ſame God, ſays, ** The 
their * Word was made Fleſh and tabernacled among us“ 
AndE(for ſo it is in the Original.) Fob. I. 14. And ths 
fired God who thus dwelt in their Tabernacle, and whom 
Reltthey tempted and tried forty Years in the Wilder- 
I heyFne's, St. Paul teſtifies was Jeſus Chrit, x Cor. X. a. 
over! Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them alſo 
their tempted, and were deftroved of Serpents.” (See 
nent, alſo //a;. LXIII. 9. Compared with Exad. XXIII. 20. 
Ind XXXIII. 4.) 
AFTERWARDS, in the Days of Solomon, 2 Tee 
vas built, exceeding grand and glorious ; house, 
Pot equal to his infinite Greatneſs : for “ the Ha- 
ven, and the Heaven of Heavens could not contai: 
him.“ (1 Xin. VIII. 27.) But vet in this Fempise 
 Godhe condeſcended to take up his Abode, „ in ts 
AounF* Cloud of Glory which filled the Houſe.” (2 Chun. 
Jamey. 14.) And there he dwelt as Ged and Ring ee 


bjects . * In Remembrance of which, and conic.o: 5 
Chrift B 2 0 
CH olomon, in his Prayer at the Dedication of the Temp'c, 
eculia ſpeaking to the God ard King of Iſrael, ſaid, For thon, 


eren 


*cople 
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to his own Dignity, our Saviour, in the Days of- liis 
Fleth, was filled with Indignation to ſee the Temple, 
k.. Ciice his holyDwelling- Place,turned into an Houſe of 
Merchandize, and he drove out the People. —And 
being queſtioned for this his Conduct, he anſwered, 
_—* 2 iroy this Temple (ſpeaking of his Body) and ia 
[I © three Days I will raiſe it up.” Fob. H. 19. As if he 
had laid, „I am the God who once "dwelt in your 
© Temple, now I dwell in this Body, this is now m 
Temple, deſtroy it, as I foreſee you will, and in 
three Days E will raiſe it from theDead ; and there- 
by give you full Proof whe 1 be, and by what 
Authority I do theſe Things.“ 2 
To Abraham he ſometimes appeared as a Man. 
Cen. XVIII. 1,2.) To Moſes, in a Flame of Fire in the 
Butt, To all the Hoſt of Iſrael, in a Pillar of Cloud 
by Day and / Fire by Night, from the Time they 
FF went out of Egypt till they came ta. Mount Sinai. 
FF Da the Mount He took up his Abode tilF the Faber- 
nacle was built, and his Appearance was as devouring 
Fire. Exod. XXIV. 17. After the Tabernacle was 
bunt, that became the Place of his Reſidence; and 


ed the Iſraelites thro' all the Wilderneſs, till he had 
brought them into the holy Land; and the Taber- 
lacie was ſet up at Shiloh: (7. XVIII. I.) and 


hen, tor the Wickedneſs of the Children of 87 
— e 


« dren of Men.” 1 Xing. VIII. 29. This being peculiar 
to the God of Iſrael. 1 Sam. XVI. 7. Pyal. Vil. 9. Jer. 
XI. 20. & XVII. Io. & XX.12.—* And all theChurches 
„ ſhall know, that I am He,” ſays our bleſſed Saviour, 
„ that I am HE, which ſearcheth the Reins and Heart” 
Rev. II. 23. i. e. that I am that very Being, formerly 
known by the Name of the God of Iſrael, to whom alone 
ulis Character belonged, l the Churches fall knaw il. 


11 a Pillar of Cloud by Day and of Fire by Night, he 


there lle dwelt till the Days of Eli: (1 Sam. III.) 


„even thou onLY knowelt the Hearts of all the chil · 


De Divinity of Chriſt: 


He forſook Shiloh: (1 Sem. IV. Pal. LXXVII. Eo 


11 


- 
* 
» 


as he afterwards did the Temple of Solomon. (Fer. 
VII. 14.) And after the BabyloniþCaptivity this Token 


of the divine Preſence was never more feen. But the 
pious Jews were aſſured by the laſt Prophet under tha 
Diſpenſation,after the building of the fecond Temple 
that their G and King would return to their Temple 
again. Mal. III. 1. The Loxp whom ye ſeek,” long- 3 
ing for his Preſence as in former Days, © ſhall! ſu - 
« denly come toH1s Temple, where he ufed ta dwell; 


« even the Meſſenger [or Angel} of theCovenant.”— | 


But when he came unto his own, his own received 
„ him not,” (Job. I. 11.) For his ancient Glory was 
laid aſide, and he appeared in the Form of a Servant, 


and in the Likeneſs of Men. Wherefore they, put 
him to Death for claiming to be “ the Son of God 
and King of the Jews ;” not knowing that he was 


the LoRD oF GLoRy. 1 Cor. II. 8. See Hog. II. 7,9. 


Bur if we want any further Evidence, that ]: ſus 
Chriſt was indeed the wy Gop and KING of lirael, © 
5 


let us turn to the VIth 


« fitting upon a 


after of Iſaiah, where we 
ſhall find the Prephet,in a Viſion, feeing “ the LORD 
hrone high and lifted up,” as ſole 


Monarch of the Univerſe, and worſhipped by the 
heavenly Hoſts as ſupreme God, crying, „ Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hoſts, the whole Earth is 


full of thy Glory.“ And then turn to 


B 3 


the XIIth 
Chapter 


oh, Hoh. Holy, three Times. This Viſion was a Viſion 


of one God in three Perſons. Of God the Father, Rom. 


XI. 8. Of God. the Sen, Fob. XII. 41. 
Holy Gheft, AQ. XXVII. 25. 


Of God the 
The THREE, who ſaid, 


Let vs make Man in our Image,” Gen. I. 26. Whoſe 
Name was pronounced /hree. Times in theO1d-Teſtament- 
Blefſhng. Num. VI. 24, 25, 29. As the thre Pei ſons are 


4 


| 


lf 


———_ 


. * 
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Ap it. we would fee. the ae 

| | over again, let. us read the X Vith. Chen er of. Thaiah 
throughout, where we have the. SYFRANF Gag, the 
124 God 1 of lirael, ſaying, ver. 5. « I am the WN and 


Chapter of John, 4.1} Verſe, and we, ſhall find, that 


F wis God was JESUS CHRIST. « Thele Things” [v:2., 


the. Things, contained in Lai. VI. 9, 1 0. ] c& laid; 
3 Elaias, when he ſaw his. CIO + 296: ipaks. of. him.” 
Thing. canfirmed. 


there is none. elle, 33 is no God behdes: MCe.— 
« and there is,nane, elſe, wer, 1 I. Thus ſauh the. 
« Lord, the HOLY ONE of, Israel. ver, 12. 1 haze 
made the Earth, and created, Man. upon. it; 2. 


„ver. 18. Thus faith the Lord, that created the 


1 Heavens; God. Him elt, that form meg. the Earth 


and made-it; I am e Lord, and, there, is None 
nelle. ver. 21. There is naGodelſe beſules me. 
ver. 22. Look unto me, ang be ye. ſaved, all-.the 
nds of the Earth: for I am God, and there is, 
none elſe.” And if after al, mis Gad like Lan 


0 Funge, this W s Jeſus Chrifl, St. Za e wel | ſay, 


ho being in the Form, of Go thouglit it. ng 


KU. 14. 
VWritzr, that in ſeveral Texts in the Hebrew. Hale. Gad is 


called by , 25rez Names. His Words are, as foliquys. 
„Thus it is ſaid, Exod. XX. 5. I am the Lord thy God,a 


jealous God. [JEAOVAH, Elon, EL, are the Words 
vſed Three, anf: wering to the Three by which the World 
was made. And thus the Children of Gad, and theChil- 
** dren of Reuben ſry, 7d. XXII 22. FL, ELonin, 


«+ And why are theſe mentioned twice? Becauſe by them 
„the World was made, and becauſe by them the Law 
« was given.” Thus far the Author of +. traſh Tillin, 
Sec Bp. Kidger's Demon/?ration of the Maſiab. Part III. 
P27. 83. 


34 ver. ©, There, i is none befiges me : i am. theLgrd, 


even my 5309s have liretched. out, theHeavens. he 


. 4 Robbery, 
| - Aqd it. is obſerved by an, antient Jeuib 


wy J=nOVAH 1 ELowm, Jznovan, he know:th.” 


vet! 
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y to be equal with od; (nor can we have 
dame an his Words, nor can we be at 


ee 


* * 


decifive Language than this. *— —And St f : 


a 


« T have {worn by my ſelf, that unte me. 


« every Knee hall bow, and.every, Tongue ſhall 


17S, What was ſo evidentiy ſpoken, of the 
ung of Ißrael, in the fac 
eſtament . To mention but two inſtances moge. 


1 all the 150 Pſalms, there are none, which ſeem 
4 more 


The Gon that ſpeaks in this Chapter, is The God, , who 
created the Univer/e, ver. 18.— The God, who was 
known-by the Name of the God of Iſrael,” ver. 3. that 
is, the God who brought //rael out of Egg, and Jed them 
trough the Wilderpeſs —— And tae God who delivered, 
tie Jews out of the Balyloniſp Captivity, ver. 13.—And 
he affirms over and over, © I am the Lord, and there 1s 
none elſe ; there is node beſides rye, there is none beſides 
© n. — Of this very fame God, we read Nai. XL. 3. 
applied to Chriſt. Matt. III. '3.—And Iſai. LI. 7. applied 
to Cmiſt, Rom. X. 15. — And Ifai, XL. 10, 11. applied 
to Chriff, Joh. X. 11. — And Iſai. XIII. 4. & XLIV. 6. 
and XI. Viil. 12, applied toChriit,Rev, I. 17. & XXII. 13. 
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more plainly to ſpeak of the soPREME Gop than; 
| the 97th and 102nd—— And yet both theſe are con. MW; 
ſidered in the New-Teſtament as ſpeaking of Chi 
and accordingly are applied to him. The 97th 
| \ "i Palm begins with, „The Lord reigneth, let the Earth 
= © r7<joice :” and an inſpired Mriter confiders it as / 
7 Repreſentation of the glorious Reign of the 1/:Yiah ie 
For ſays he, (Heb. I. 6.) „When he bringeth thee. 
% firſt begotten into the World, he faith, And let alu 
the Angels of God worſhip him:“ referring to 
the 7th Veſe of the 97th Pſalm, ++ Worthip him, al 
„ yeGods.”——And in the 102d P/alm, ſpeaking o 
the sUPREME Gop,theP/almi/t ſays, (ver. 25, 20,27.) 
© Of old haſt thou laid the Foundation of the Earth, 
& and the Heavens are the Work of thy Hands 
„ They ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure : yea, al 
& of them ſhall wax old like a Garment, as a 
& Veſture ſhalt thou change them, and they ſhall be 
„ changed: but thou art the fame, and thy Years 
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= me cr rc ua 
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„ (hall have no End,” Which is expretly applied | 
to 7ejus Chriſt in Heb. I. 10, 11, 12.* Tc 


* 
af — - = « a. — 
2 — — ——ñ——Lᷣ — Ld. tas . — 


WHEREFORF, from what has been ſaid, it 1. 
natural to obter ve. — ' th 


1. Tzar the Gop and King of Iſrael we ready an 
of in the Oid-Te/lament, is the very fame Being who th 


afterwards became incarnate, and is called by tha t 
Namq dir 


—_— 


* ry - 4 
2 —— —— _ 
— — — — — 


* There are comparatively but few Paſſages in the Old Teſ 
tament, in which ve may be certain, that it is God the 7 
Father, who ſpeal s, or is ſpoken of. There are but fe" 5 a 
Paſſages which could not have been applied to Chriſt, wit _ 
as much apyareat Juſtice, as thoſe already applied to hi * 
by the inſvired Writers of the New Teſtament. If Chil *- 
was not the God and King of Ifracl, how can they be july 
tificd in what they have done? But if he was, the Coaſe 0 
quence is lain. NCC 8 
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ame of Jesvs CHRIST in the New Teſtament. I i. e. 
sus OF NAZARETH was really THE KING OF THE 
Ews.-—So certain as the Writers of the New- 
omg edament were divinely inſpired, ſo certainly may 
Þarth nis be depended upon.-—— Therefore, | 


as 1 2. IT is beyond us to imagine any Evidences f 


Nabe Divinity of Chriſt, which could poſſibly have 
1 the Ween given, more clear and ſtriking than thoſe which 
et allW:ve been already gi n. In the Beginning he 
reated the Heaven and the Earth, even all Things 


ere created by him and for him. And he was the 
od of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of 


DS 
„27, Ni; whom they worſhipped, and to whom they 
arth,ſWuilt Altars. He appeared to Moſes in the burning, 


ach as the ſupreme God, and ſpake the Language 
of 


But what Difference is there then between God the 
% Father and God the Son?“ — I anſwer, They are one 
God, the ſame in Subſtance, equal in Power and Glory. 
Joh X. 3o. © I and my Father are one.“ Compared with 
Joh. XIV. 7, 8, 9, 10.—Arnd yet when we are baptiſed 
© in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt.“ (Matt. XX VIII. 19.) and obſerve how in 
the Coſpel - Diſpenſation the Father ſuſtains the Dignity, 
and ſtands for the Rights of the Godhead, (Rom. III. 25.) 
the Sen becomes incarnate and is ſct forth to be a Propiti- 
ation for Sin, and the Holy Spirit intightens and ſanctiſies 
Sinners : I ſay, when we obſerve theſe Reprefentations in 
the ſacred Records, it becomes evident, that Father, Sin 
and Holy Ghoſt,ahhbo' they are but ane God, (1 Joh. V. 7.) 
plainly act as tho' they were three diſtiuct Perſons, - And 
if our Reafon cannot fnd out h they are three, and yet 
but one; and if God has not thought it needful to inſtruct 
us in this Point : yet fo far as is revealed, fo far we may 
believe; and that with a Faith ſufficiently diſtinct to lay a 
Foundation for Practice, The Believer may now,through 
: che Mediation of the Son, have Accels, by the Aſſiſtance o 
uc Hhirit, to the Father, Eph. II. 18. 
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of ſupreme Deity from Mount Sinai. In the J aber. Ie. 
nacle and Temple he dwelt in the Ferm ef God, and Her 
always ſpake as thinking it no Robbery to be ende 
with God. To Iſaiah he appeared as the Monarch off; 


FIR * the Univerſe, and was worſhipped by the heavenly 


= Hoſts as ſuch. 


And often he repeats it, © am the: 


Lord, and there is none elſe, and beſide me there 


God, and him they worſhipped as ſuch. 


3 eee Sacrifice for Sin, were full in the divine 


js no God.“ And therefore ſwears by.him/elf, there. 


being no greater to ſwear by (Feb. VI. 13.) that. 
every Knee ſhall bow to him. —— Had he been truly and. 
indeed by Nature SUPREME Gop, what could he 
have done, or what could he have faid, to have | 
it made more manifeſt ? 1 

3. IF after all, he was not by Nature God, but . 
Being mfinitely inferior; not the CREATOR, but 23. 
Creature; the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, which was pro-. 
feſſedly deſigned to eſtabliſh the Worſhip of the ove 
TRUE GoD, in Oppoſition to all others, was really 
calculated to eſtabliſh Idolatry (for aught I can ſee) 
and that forever. For he appeared in the Form of 
God, and was taken to be ſupreme God, and enact-] 
ed it as the firſt and chief of all his Laws, that no 
God ſhould be worſhipped but Himſelf. So that to 
deny his Divinity, is to fay, that the God of the 
Hebrews was an Impoſtor, and to declare Abrahar, 
Jſaac, Facrb, Mijes, and all their Prophets, to be delud-ſ| , 
ed Idoſaters: for him they all believed to be ſupreme} « 


4. Bor on the other Hand, granting the Old 
and New Teſtamen's to be divinely inſpired, 
we may behold the manifold Wiſdom of God 
in laying out his grand Plan as he has done. — To 
God all his Works were known long before the 
Foundation of the World. — And among other 
Things, the Incarnation, and theDeath of Chriſt as a 
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nlible of the infinite Dignity of him who died on 


he Croſs ?—— © Go,” fays the eternal FATHER, to ll 
is Son, „ Go, firſt create the World for which 
thou art to die, and the whole Syſtem over which 
thou art to reign, that how deep ſoever thineAbaſe-, 
© ment may be, thine eternal Power and God-head * 


may be to be clearly ſeen by the Things thou haſt 


made. Go, appear to Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in 
the Form of God, and ſpeak to Maſes, and on 
Mount Sinai, as plainly thinking it to be no Rob- 
© bery to be equal with God, and dwell in their Ta- 
bernacle and Temple, and reign as God and King 
© among them; that when in the Fulneſs of Time 
thou ſhalt appear in the Form of a Servant and in 
© the Likeneſs. of a Man, and bleed and die on the 
* Croſs, thy true Character may ſtill be known. 
© That when I come to perform this greateſt of all 
my Works, to give my only begotten Son to die 
for the World, it may be underſtood by frail Mor- 


tals, what it is 1 have done.” * 


Gon 


That the Sox was employed by the FATHER as his Agent 
to create the Univerſe, ſeems to be implied in that Manner 
of ſpcaking in Eph. III. 9. Who created all Things by 
Jjeſus Chriſt,” and in Heb. I. 2. By whom he made 
* the Worlds.” —— And that his creating the World 
manifeſts him to be poſſeſſed of ETERNAL Power 
and Gop-HEaD, is plain from Rom, I. 20. - And that 
the Work of Creation, and his other Works recorded in 
the Old- Teſtament, were deſigned to afcertain his true 
Character, as being by Nature Gop, in the View of frail 
Mortals, notwithſtauding the Greatneſs of his intended 
Abaſement, is evident from the inſpired Writings of the 
New-Teſtament ; as they abundantly improve them to 
this Purpoſe. 
cd in his Dealings with a fallen World, viz. Angels and 

| Men. 


” 


T7 
ender Mankind, and the whole intellectual Syſtem, 


* 


Other Kinds of Beings God has employ 
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* 
* 


» 


” 
17 N 
, i 
_ 


23 
* 
U 


. there was ſome Method taken to hinder it, indug 
ank ind to think him but a mere Man; and 
prevent their ſeeing into the ſublime Nature 2 
Glory of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. In his infini 
Wiſdom, therefore, he appointed him ſuch Works 


«2 
- 


God, or that he was to die, to make Atonement | 
the Sins of the World: for their Eyes were not 


ment, in which, both theſe Points were ſet in th 


- © Writings. So Maſes appears but a mere Man, whater: 


_ _ derful and glorious Viſions and-Revelations he had in th 
Ille of Patmos, appears to be but a mere Creature, (Ren, 
XXII, 9,) and he made Conſcience of informing St. 7. 
in his true Character, But Chrift appears ia the Form d 
' God, and ſpeaks and acts as thinking himſelf ſapremeGol 
thro' a long Period of three or four Thouſand Years. An 
granting him to be really ſach, there could not have bee. 
a better Method to determine his true Character to on 
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Gop foreſaw, his appearing in the Form of a $% 
vant, and in the Likeneſs of Men, would, unde 


do, previous to his Incarnation, as might effectual 
determine his true Character. At firſt, his Diſe 
ples themſelves hardly believed him to be ſupreny 


opened to underſtand the Scriptures of theQId-Teſt 


ſtrongeſt Light. The veryNight before He ſufferc 
it is plain, his Diſciples had but a feeble Senſe of h 

Nen. And proper Care has always been taken to aſce 
tain their true Character, as mere Creatures, in the ſacrel 


high Titles he had ſometimes. given him. And the Angi 
employed by Chriſt, to communicate to St. John the wo 


View, and prevent our entertaining too low Thoughts 
him, on Account of his appearisg in the Form of a Servpat, 
and in the Likeneſs of a Man. If now we cannot git 
Credit to his Words, when he ſays, <* I and my Fathe! 


e are one” : yet ſurely we may to his Works, while ue, 


view him as the Creator of the Univerſe, and as the Gov 
and KixG of the Jews, 


= 
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Sahupreme God-Head, He bad before fzid, hat «he 


wig and his Father were one :” (Jil. X. zo.) but they 9 
ud not fully underftand him. He now ſays, ic. 
1d + ye had known me, ye ſhould have known 'my 
a Father alſo ; and from henceforth ye know him 
fin and have ſeen him.” (Jab. XIV. 7.) But they 
ks Wſhardly knew what he meant. Therefore Philip,” 
ualWcing one of them, ſays, © Lord, ſhew us the Fa- 


Wiſe 
rem 


* THER, and it ſufficeth us. (ver. 8.) Jeſus ſaith 
© unto him, Have | been ſo long with you, and yet 


nt fi hat thou not known me, Philip? He that hath 
t + ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father: and how ſayeſt 
Veluß thou, ſhew us the Father? (ver, 10.) Be'icveſt 
1 t thou not, that I am in the Father, and the Father 
ere in me.“ But when afterwards their Eyes · were 
f Mpened to underſtand the Scriptures of the Old- 


rem eſtament, and in all thoſe ſacred Pages to behold 


lim in the Form of God, ſpeaking and acting as 


1 
4 


alceFupreme Deity, now their Faith was fully confirmed. 
ſacrindeed in the Days of his Abaſement, while. his 
aterU)ivinity was ſo much concealed, his divine Glory 
Ani Times ſhone into their Hearts, and they “ beheld 


> won 
in It 


his Glory, [for Inſtance on the Mount, Mat. XVII.] 
as the Glory of the only begotten Son of God.” 


44 Job. 1.14.) And ſometimes under a divine Influ- 
ein ee they cried out, « Thou art the Son of the 


living God.” (Mat. XVI. 16.) But in general 


e000 deir Senſe of his Divinity was but feeble; ſo that 


: ter his Death they even doubted his being the true 
o of Lab. (Mar. XVI. 14.) They knew not what to 
bes dae of Things. (Lat. XXIV.) But after the Days 


cervin Pentecoff, when the holy Spirit, who inſpired the 
ot gin ritings of the Old-Teftament, was ſo plentifully 
Fatbefſoured out upon them, they never appear to doubt 
ile veain; but as in their Writings, ſo no doubt in 
e Gooeir Preachings, they take the utmoſt Liberty to 
IP'y Paſſages in the Old-Teſtament, evidetritly 

C ; ſpoken 
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ld Woxnpereur. And indeed, of all Things that 


2 2 Die Divinity of Chriſt. 
ſpoken of the ſupreme God, the Creator of the 
Univerle, the King of Iſrael, to Jeſus Chriſt ; anhin 2 
without Scruple call him, „Immanuel, God, the: 
true God, Godjmanifeſt in the Fleſh, yea, Got 
© over all bleſſed for ever.” + 
s IT is written in Jai. IX. 6. His Name ſhall A 


ever happened in the whole intelligent Syſtem, this 
is the moſt aſtoniſhing, that the ETERNAL Gon 
who created the Univerſe ſhould become incarnateſÞ 
and die on the Croſs. I hat the Babe in the Man- 
ger was © the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, 
« the Creator of the Ends of the Earth!“ f: 
looked like another Child; He grew in Stature lik 
another Child ; and when grown, he appeared in 
Faſhion as a Man: his ancient Glory all laid aſide: 
to Appearance, a Man of Sorrow, deſpiſed, condem 
ned, hated, ridiculed, the laughing-ſtock of mani 
in Town and Country, and thoſe the moſt rich ant 
honourable : at laſt, crucified as a Malefactor. Ando! 3 
was this the ETERNAL JEHovan !—THE Gop offi! 
THE WHOLE UNIVERSE [—this mean Man !—thi 
crucifiedCriminal !—Well might his Name be calle 
WoNnDERFUL,——O the manifold Wiſdom of God 


+ And if his Diſciples had ſo little Senſe of bis true Che 
rater, as ſupreme God, is it in the leaſt credible, that tht 
Man ſpoken of in Mat. XIX. 16. Who called him gal 
Maſter, had ſo much as one Thought of his ſupremt 
God-head ? far from it, no doubt. It does not appeil 
that he thought him to be the Meſhah, But our Saviou 
knew what he himſelf was, and pitied the Man, and faid 
« Why calleſt thou me good? there is none good, bul 
„ one God.” As if he had ſaid, You call me Good 
% Do you know who I be, or what you ſay ? ther 
&« ig none Good, but Cod; do you think I am God! 
Words well contrived to put him on a farther Enqui) 
into our Sayiour's true Character. le, 
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an in appointing his Sox, previous to his Incarnation, 
theo appear in the Form of God, and ſpeak and act 
Jos thinking it no Robbery to be SUPREME Gon, 
hro' a Period of three or four Thouſand Years, as 


) preparatory and introductory to this aſtoniſhing A- 5 4 


thalbaſeme it; that there might be ſufficient external 


th Evidence, with Certainty, to determine his true“ 


Jon Character, when appearing in Circumſtances ſo 
natellnnnitely below his real Dignity— But it is Time 
an-. Ito proceed, as was propoſed, | 
her II. To take a View of our bleſſed Saviour“ in 
He, the Form of a Servant, in the Likeneſs of Men.” 
lik As Man, He had an human Boch, which, from 
d inthe Smallneſs of an Infant, grew up into the Stature 
ide of a Man. —And an human Sul in all Reſpects like 
em. ours, Sin only excepted. (Hab. II. 16, 17.)—As Man, 
aan Cod was his Father; even as he is the Father of the 
and” hole Creation in general, and as he is the Father 
Ando? all good Men in particular: and in a ſtill more 
) officininent Senſe. And God was his God. As he 
thiff{iid, I aſcend to my Father, and your Father, to 
„ my God and your God.” (72h. XX. 17.) As 
Man, he was dependent on God, and prayed to 
inhlum, and praiſed him. As Man, he had no Ability 
to work Miracles: but, ite Father, faith he, that 
« dwelleth in me, he doth the Works.” (F<. XX. 
Io.) — As Aun, he loved the young Man in the 
Wuoſpel for his humane Diſpoſition and reſpectful 
Behaviour: — He groaned at his Friend Lazarys's 
Grave—He wept over Jeruſalem —and was in an 
Agony and prayed in theGarden—and cried ou the 
| "pared My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
* MC Pan 

As Man, He grew in Knowledge and Wiſdom, 
nd in Favour with God and Man (Lak. II. 52.) 
ſnd yet was at an infinite Remove from al/clute Om- 

n:J.ience 5 yea, he did not fo much as know when the 
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i] * * By the FATHER is ſometimes meant the fr/i Perſon 1 


S 
. 
n 


a Reference to any Diſtinction of Perſons, as in Joh. 1V, 
_—_ 15 24. 1 Joh. II. 15, &c. 
. 
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Day of Judgment would be. (Mor. XIII. 42.) Thi 
Drrv, who was the FATHER * of the Man Chrif 


Jeſus, Hive 


the Trinity, as in Mat. XXVIII. 19. 1 J. V. 7.—But 
at other Times, is plainly meant the DEITV, without 


OBJEc., Bur if Jeſus Chriſt was God and Man, in one 
Perſon, how could that one Perſon ſay, that he knew not 
the Day of judgment? for if he did not know, as Man, 
yet he did, as he was Cod.“ | | 

Axs Ww. IT was uſual for our Saviour to ſpeak after this 

Manner. Job. X. 15. © 1 lay down my Life for them 
Sheep. Now how could that one Perſon ſay, ** I la 
down my Life“? Was the divine Nature to die? and yr 
was not that Nature, Himſelf? Certainly it was. Fo 
he adds, ver. 18. I have Power to lay it down, and! 
have Power to take it again.“ Certainly the humai 
Nature had not Power to raiſe it ſelf from the Dead. —Wicar 
£0 Job. VIII. 58. Before Abraham was, I am.” ButfÞn!y 
how could that be true? for, as Man, he was ſhort off T. 
50 Years old. So again, Jh. III. 13. * Even thee ive 
Son of Man, which is in Heaven,” Certainly the human; he 
Nature of Chriſt was not en, nor ever had been in Hea-· or] 
ven, And if, conſiſtent with Truth, he might ſay, that or f 
the Sor of Man is in Heaven, altho' the human Naturen 
never was there; he might as well ſay, the Son knowethf, 
not, altho' the divine Nature did know. —The Manner of 
ſpeaking, when honeſtly attended to, inſtead of tending to 
miſlead us, tends to ſet the very Truth in a ſtriking Light, 
viz, that he was very God, and very Man. And agrea- 
le hereto we may obſerve, that the ſame Perſon tht Far 
ſays, not the Son, but the Father only, in Mar. XIII. 32. the 
ſ.ys alſo, I and my Father are ene. Joh. X. 30. And, 4 is it 

t'a' hath feen me, hath ſeen the Father. Joh. XIV. 9. 7% Far 

Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the Works. (ver. 10.) For 
N. B. Ia this laſt Text, he, diſtinguiſhing between his G 
 haman}Þl ſelf 
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hing. The Union was ſuch, as that he might 


atures remained diftin?. And the human Nature 


ng his Exaltation and Glory ; He Knows not the 


decrets of the Divinity any farther then they are 
Therefore we have that 
« The Revelation of 


ommunicated to. him, 
xpreſſion in Rev. I, 1. 
* Jeſus Chriſt, which God gave unto him.” And 


oubtleſs, it is ſimply impoſſible, that any Creature 


would be conſcious to the Ideas of the Divinity, 


IS a Man-is conſcious to the Thoughts of his own 


cart, by immediate Intuition, — But he was not 
nly a Man, but alſo to on him | 

Trae Ferm of a $-ruant. And as ſuch, He re- 
eived all his Power and Authority from his Father, 
s he conſtantly declares, and all his Inſtructions. 


For he came not of himſelf, nor to do his own Will, 


or to ſeek his con Glory ; but his Father ſent him; 
nd he ſpake and ated altogether as his Servant. 
nd as ſuch, „“ his Father was greater than 

| van. Hat. 
human and divine Naturgs, calls his divine Nature 7he 
Father. Therefore, when he ſiys (Mar. XIII. 32.) Net 
the Son, but the Father only, the Senſe is plain. Nor 
is it any Objection againſt this, that Chriſt ſpeaks of the 
Father as diſtin from himſelf in both theſe Inſtances. 


For in the ſame Diſcourſe (Mar. XIII. 19.) he ſpeaks of 


(od the Creator as one diſtinct from himſelf. Vet him- 
ſelf was the Cod that created all Things. However, 


limfglf was a Creature 190, See allo Jeb. VL. 42. 


ſeſus, how intimately ſoever united to him, had 
iever imparted to him the Knowledge of this 


uſtly be. named IuMANUEL (Mat. 1. 23.) yet the 
$3 
as not conſcious to the Ideas of the divine, only: 1 
is they were imparted. This was the Caſe when? 8 
e dwelt on Earth, notwithſtanding his perſonal 
nion to the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity; and it 
5 ſtill the Caſe now he is in Heaven, notwithſtand- 


1 
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50. and XIV. 28. + 


his Father, was to lay down his Life for his Sheep.“ 
| 4 X. 15-18.) And ſuch was his Regard to his 
SR £ahcr's Honour, and to the Salvation of Sinners, 
Þþ wy That he was obedient, even to the Death of the Croſs. 
berefore his Father loved him, and in Teſtimony 
of his Love, highly exalted him, and, as Mediator, 
ſet him at the Head of the Univerſe, and made him 
Heir of all Things, (for, as Ged, he was, by an 
underived Right, Lord of all Tl.i2gs before, Jai. VI. i.) 
and gave him a Name above every Name, that to 
F the Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould bow, and 
* | every 
| N T ALL the Power and Authority, by which the Mediator 
„ acts, in the whole of his Mediatoral Work is derived, from 
| | the Father, He acts wholly as his Father's Vice-gerent, 
and by his Commiſſion. He can do nothing of himſelf.“ 

Þ Joh. V. 19. He gives Gifts to his Chnrch, (Eph. IV. 8, 
1 Pfal. LXVIII. 18.) Sends the HolySpirit, (Joh. XIV. 16, 
1 25. XV. 26.) Subdues all Enemies (Rev. XIX. 11—21. 
C | 1 Cor. XV. 27.) raiſes the Dead, (Joh. V. 21, 25, 26.) 
and judges the World, (Ver. 27.) wholly by this derived 

| Authority. And * it hath pleaſed the Father, that all 


theſe Texts here referred to, inſtead of proving, that he 


that, he, who. was in the Form of God, and thought it 
not Robbery to be equal with God, really ** took on him 
«+ the Form of a Servant.” — All m re Creatures are {like 
thoſ2 born in a State of Servitade) God's Servants from 
their very firſt Exiſtence. But he originally was not God's 
Servant. He was at his own Diſpoſal, and became 3 
Servant by a voluntary Act. He 7-94 on bim the 
| «+ Form of a Servant,” Tt is no Condeſcenſion for the 
8; moſt exalted Angel in Heaven to be God's Servant ; but 
I! it was infinite Condeſcenſion for the Son of Cod to be- 
come a Servant to his Father. | 


. 
+ 

4 

| 


Mat.XXVIIT.18. Job. VII. 16, 17, 18. & XII. 43, 


AND a principal Command he had received of, 


% Fulneſs ſhould dwell in him.“ Col. I. 19,——And. 


; 
3 
bf | is not byNatureGod, (as the Arion ſuppoſe)do only prove, 
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rery Tongue confeſs, that Jeſus is Lord, 1 be d- 
lory of God the Father :——Nothing being more to 


of Ne Glory of God the Father, than fo highly to exalt _— 
p., ervant, who had ſhewn ſo great Regard to his ll 
his Wonour, and to the Honour of his Law and G 
ers, Nerament and ſacredAuthority;—And nothing being 
ols, Fore to the Glory of God the Father, than that the 
ny hole Univerſe ſhould bow to the Name of his 
tor, Feat Vice-gerent, exalted to fit at his own right 
im Wand, as a Reward of his Fidelity to his Father, 
an While acting in the Form of a Servant. | FR 
1.) N Amon all the Servants of God, none ever did ſo 

to uch to the Glory of God, nor ever ſhewed ſuch a 


ove to Righteouſneſs and Hatred of In quity, as he, 
hd none ever received lo great a Reward. He was 
anointed with Oil of Gladneſs above his Fellows” 
Jeb. I. 9.) Above all his Fellow-ſervants, whether 
nzels or Men, and however faithful to him that 
ppointed them: none ever were, or ever will be 
rated to ſo great Glory. 
For He fits at the Head of the Univerſe, even at 
the Father's right Hand, far above all Principality, 
26.) Fand Power, and Might, and Dominion.” (Eb. J. 
ived Wo, 21.) And here, as his Father's Vice-gerent, God- 
all 24 | Man- 


t he I Noxe will think, that it would be to the Honour of the 
ove, I ſupreme God, to give too high a Seat and too much Ho- 
ot it ¶ nour to any of his Servants. But methinks this was too 
him much Honour to be paid to a mere Creature: for it is 
like © the very Honour, which the ſupreme God “ ſwears ſhall 
rom | be paid to himſelf,” (Iſa. XLV. 23.) And it is a 
od's Maxim with the ſupreme God, Not to give hisGlory to 
e 2 © © another,” (1f1, XLII. 8. and XLVIII. 11.) But that 
the Saving of onr bleſſed Saviour in Joh. X. 30. removes the 

the I Difficulty at once. J and my Father are one.” fo 
bet WU Dow we may * honour the Son even as we honour the 

de WF © Father.” (Joh. V. 23.) And it is as God would have 
|" is % © the Glory of God the Father,” ” 
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Man- Mediator-King, He is to reign till all his Ene. 
mies are put under his Feet, till the final Judgment 
is over, and all the Affairs of an apoſtate World ar 
ſettled. And then he will, in Teſtimony that hy 
bas acted all as his Father's Servant, reſign this de- 
24 Plegated Authority. And God ſhall be all in all. 


his Father's Servant, He received this Authority, 10 
do deſtroy the Works of the Devil, to bring Goode. 
cout of all the Evil Sin had introduced, and put Mn 
End to all the Diſorder and Confufion in the intel, x 
lectual Syſtem, conſequent on the Apoſtaſy of Ad 

gels and Men: and having finiſhed his Work, ht pl 
reſigns the Kingdom to the Father, the firſt Perſon, 

in the ever-bleſſed Trinity, to whom, as ſuch, tl G 
Government of the World properly belongs Me v 

and He ſhall take the Kingdom, and reign over the; 


Univerſe for ever and ever. And Jeſus Chriſt him 
ſelf, as Mediator, ſhall be ſubject to him, as is ſui ere 
table, that the G head only may be exalted, anHhic 
as it really is, ſo it may appear to be, all in all. 

For while the Father reigns, the whole God-hez 
reigns in him. So that, while the Son, as Mediator are 
reſigns the Kingdom to him; yet, as Gop, Hf has 
reigns in Him, and forever will. But his mediato un; 
rial Government he reſigns,(even that delegatedAu or, 
thority, whereby, as his Father's Servant, he had ruled Ho! 
the Univerſe, in the Capacity of God-Man- Mediator ©* t 
King ;) having finiſhed the Work which he wag *cec 


impowered and authorized to do. * min 

Aorer 

Chu 

* OBJecT. © Bur it is written, that Chriſt “ ſhall reign long 

. * over the Houſe of Jacob for ever.“ Luk. I. 33. © H _— 

| Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom.” Dan. VIII. 27 * 

© His © Throne is for ever and ever.” Heb. I. 8. And 55 f 

| &* he ſhall reign for ever and ever.” Rev. XI. 15. "Ws 

| Anſwer. CurisT, at preſent, as Mediator, reigns over th: 

| whole Univerſe, All Beings, the Father only excepteali F 
| 
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As Ga. Man- Mediator, in two diſtinANatures, yet 


neut one Perſon, He was his Father's Servant. As 
enW.ch, he became obedient unto the Death: There? 
art Wore the Church is ſaid to be redeemed with tht ..a£ 
t be %% of God. ( At XX. 28. ) And God is ſaid to have. Mt 
de. down bis Life for us. 1 Job. III. 16. — And, 4 
-Ich, he aſcended to Heaven and led Captivity caps 74 
ige; and therefore St. Paul applies what is ſpoken of 
ood: 3d in Pfal. LXVIII. 18. to Him, in Eph. IV. 8. 
ind, as ſuch, He was exalted to the higheſt Glory 
ite! Heaven, and every Knee ordered to bow to him; 
And ſo what is ſpoken of God in Jai. XLV. 23. is 
„ ht pplied to him, in Phil, II. 10. For He was 
1 50D as well as Mar, God- Man, one Perſon ; and 
˖ 


nge was obedient unto Death, and as God's Servant 
r theWas rewarded with this high Exaltation— 
him. Tuuvs ſtands the Character of Jeſus Chriſt in he 
 ſuiſWcred Writings of the Old and New-Teftaments : all 
anqhhich cannot be better ſummed up than in the 
all. W ords 
[- hea 
1atornyl are under his Authority. 1 Cor. XV. 27. But when he 
„ HA has finiftied the Work, for which he is inveſted with this 


liator- 


e Wa 


A 


God's Servant, in the great Work of Redemption, 


univerſal Authority, he will reſign this univerſal Commiſſi- 
on, and the Father take the Government of the Univerſe. 
However, he will, as Mediator, ſtil] © reign over the 

% Houſe of Jacob [his redeemed ones] for ever.” It is 
needful now, that Angels ſhould be under him, to be his - 
miniltring Spirits; and that he ſhould have full Authority 
orer Farth and Hell, for the Good and Safety of his 
Charch : But then the Mediator will need the Angels no 


longer for miniſtring Spirits, to miniſter to the Heirs of 
Salvation, who will be all ſafe in Heaven. Nor will he 
have any Thing more to do with wicked Men andDevils. 
As for th: Wicked, their Day of Grace will be over; and 
neither they, nor the Devils can do any more Miſchief. 
Having ſhut them up in Hell, he will give up the Keys to 
bis Father. 


1 reig! 
5 H 
I. 27. 
45 
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Words of the Hpoſtle, who ſeems to have had all theſe 
Things in his View. — “ Who being in the Form 
= * of God, thought it not Robbery to be equal with 
God: but made himſelf of no Reputation, and 
took upon him the Form of a Servant, and wa 
© made in the-Likeneſs of Men : and being found 
in Faſhion as a Man, he humbled himſelf, and 
© became obedient unto Death, even the Death d 
- ©&_ the Croſs. Wherefore God hath. alſo highly ex 
s alted him, and given him aName which is abo 
every Name: that at the Name of Jeſus ever 
« Knee ſhould bow,of Things inHeaven, & ThingWi 
& in Earth, and Things under the Earth; and tha 
« every Tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt j 
Lord, to theGlory of God the Father;“ in who 
Name he adminiſters his mediatorial Kingdom, an 
to whofe Honcur he profeſſedly refers it. 
Ax thus we have, as was propoled,t:kena View 
af Jeſus Chriſt ; fi, as being in the Form of Gu 
and ſpeaking and acting as thinking it no Robber 
to be equal with God : and then, as having taken upon 
him the Form of a dervant, appearing in. the L:&end 
of Men: And have ſeen the Method infinite Wik 
dom took to aſcertain his true Character, that the 
Greatneſs of his Abaſement might not miſlead frail 
Mortals, nor raiſe one ſuſpicious Thought of the 
infinite Dignity of his Perſon; as our GREAT 
TMMANUEL.———— And now therefore, 
1. War an infinite Condeſcenſion was it it 
the eternal God, the Creator of the Univerſe, WI C 
had appeared in the Form of God, and ſpake and w 
acted as thinking it no Robbery to be equal wih ' ©: 
God, thro''a long Period of three or four Thoufand be 
Years, to lay aſide all his Glory, and from being th 
worſhipped as ſupreme God, to become of noRepu- 
tation, and even take upon him the Form of a Set 
vant and the Likeneſs of Men! wer mY N 
* 


as 4 
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Paal urge this Example, as a powerful Inducement, 
heſe n all the Diſciples of Chriſt, to be full of Love anch 
om Nondeſcenſion towards one another. Phil. II. 15. 
2. How ingrateful, yea how impious would it EE 
n us, to take Occaſion from his appearing in the 38 


o 


und orm of a Servant, and in the Likenefs of Men, 8 
andMobich was for our Sakes, to take Occaſion (1 fay) from bs 
h ofMhis,to call hisDiviniTY intoQueſtioa. — Eſpecially, * 
ex-. ow ſince we are fo plainly intormed, by the Hoix 
bout hoſt, who inſpired the Writers of the New- Teſta» 
verMnent, that he is the very ſame God who in the Be- 
ingWinning created the Heavens and the Earth, and 
thatWppeared to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, to Miſes and 
it Mah, and who was believed to be the ſupreme God, 
'hoeſſWnd wort pped as ſuch by all the Patriarchs and 
an rophets :—Only becauſe he has laid aſide his God- 
ike Form, and taken the Form of a Servant; and 
Vie nſtead of ſpeaking like a Gop from Mount Sinai, 
C ppears and ſpeaks like a Man ;—— That we ſhould 


e Tunes. pag eas and look upon hint 
uponiſſÞs a mere Man, when yet all this Abaſement was 
kenefWor our Sakes !—— How muſt HE look upon it !— 


Willow muſt HE reſent it Bd 
t tel. | Just 
fraß pur how does his Argument loſe all its Force, as the Ari- 


an; interpret and underſtand the Apoſtle's Words 
EAT © Who being in the Form of God, by being his Miniſter 
and Repreſentative, did nor proudly and vainly aſſume 

it ig to be equal with God,” &c. (thus Chubb) For what 
who Condeſcenſion was it, for a mere Creature, as they ſay he 

e and was, not to aſpire after ſupreme Cod head? Can a mere 


with} Creature be looked upon as very condeſcending, becauſe 
ufand be is not as proud as Satan himſelf? And can we ſuppoſe 
Hein? the inſpired Apoſtle would argue thus, Ver. g. Let this 
epu-il Mind be in you, which was alfa inJeſusChriſt,” —* who 
, Set. being but a mere Creature, was ſo very condeſcending, 
at SM © 25 not te pretend to be equal with God. And yet 


this mull be his Argument, as they interpret his Words, 


— — — — 
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JusT thus did the wicked Jetus (yet we are mol A 
to blame than they; becauſe we have more Light, H. A 
1 and better Advantages to form a right Judgment off + 
his true Character) I fay, juſt thus did the wich 
f Feu, when they charged Him with Blaſphemy, for 
Ping, I and ny Father are one.” „Thou“ (ſay 
ey)“ being a Man, makeſt thy ſelf God.” Here H: 
> was his Crime, and here was their Proc. (Joh. X. 33/1: 
8 1 5 7 Ale had, upon a like Occaſion, ſome time ago, re-M / 
10 ferred them to che Scriptures of the Old-Teſtamen i 4: 
1 in general, to decide his true Character; (Joh. V. 
18, 39.) but to little Purpoſe.— He now thereforeonyſ © 
refers them to a particular Paſſage in the LX XXI * 
Pſalm, the 6th Verſe, ſaying, “ 1s it not written u 0. 
« your Law, I ſaid, Ve are Gods? And if he called J. 
« them Gods,“ &c. i. e. If the Types, which by 


“ were Shadows, were called Gods; the Antitype, 8 
« which is the Subſtance, muſt be real God. If - 
< they had the Name, He muſt have the Thing. Fu ... 
« theScripture cannot, in any Particular, he brcken. No „ 
ce only all the Prophecies, but alſo all the Types of thi 
«© the Meſſiah muſt be verified in him. You have ;.. 
&« no Reaſon therefore to charge the Meſſiah with ww 
« Blaſphemy, for claiming to be the Son of God. c 
LIVE: | a And be 


* It is worthy our Attention, that, in the ſacred Writing! 
of the Old-Teſtament, the chief Rulers in Iſrael are called 


'-Gods, (Exed. XXVIII 28.) and Children of the Most a 
Hin. (Pal. LXXXII. 6.) Which doubtleſs was, be - 
cauſe they were deſigned to be Types of Chri/?, who wa * 


by Nature God, and the very Son of God. _ 
Fork, as has been before obſerved, God himſelf was the * 
| King of the ſews. As it is written, © The Lord yourGbd 
e was your King.” 1 Sam. XII. 12. And ghis God wi 
' Jeſus Chriſt, as has been before proved. —Fhen he ap- 
* peared in the Form of God. —And that there might be 2 

Shadew of the State he was afterwards to be in, hen 


* 


4” 


* * 


* 
„ „ 
1 
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« Appearance in your Eyes, while you behold me 
5 £ a L cc in - ” 


the Form of a Servent, acting as his Father's Delegate, 
he conſtituted the Jewiſh Rulers to be his Delegates then, 2 4 
"He-anzinted and Authorized them (1 Sah. X. 1. & XV 
2, 13.) as he was to be anointed by his Father, and by 
ſanctiſed and ſent ito the World, and to receive all his 

Authority from him,—— They were called the Lord's . © 


HAnsinted, the Lars M. ab, e{as it is in the Original) 


as that was the Name by which he was to be known, He 


* 
* 
*. 


— 


war to be called theGhri/?, i. e. the Anointed, the Meſiab: 


for all are the ſame Name, and mean the. ſame Thing. 799. 
I. 41. And they were directed from Time to Time 
by theWord of the Lord, which came to th:m when they 
went to enquire .of the Lord. (1 Sam. XIV. 18, 19. 
and XXVIII. 6. and XXX. 7, 8. 


ed over the Kingdom of the Lord. (1 Chrom. XXIX. 22. 
2 Ghron, XIII. 8.) — In all which, they were Types of 
the Meſſiub, who in the Fulneſs of Time was to become 
incarnate, to be ancintad. ſanctifed, and ſent 1nto the 
World, to act in all Things according to his Father's 
Commandment, as his Father's Delegate, and as ſuch to 
be exalted to /it on his Throne in Heaven, at the Head 
of, the Creation, to govern the Church and the World. 
—And theſe Types were named Gods, and called 142 
Children of the moſt High ; as the great àntitype W & the 
Son of. God, and one with his Father. — They were Sha- 
dows ; he is the SubPlance. They were called Coda; 
he is really Cod. So that this is the Force of our Sa- 
viour's Argument; What the Types were in Name and 
© Shadow, that the Antitype mult be in Reality and Sub- 
* ſtance ; for the Scriptures cannot be braten: But theſe 
Types were Code in Name and Shadow: Therefore 
* the Meſhah, who is the Antitype, muſt be C inReality 
and Subſtance,” Thus in the Jewith Sacrifices there 


Was a &fagow of Sulſtitution, and they were called 


Atonement ; 


2 Sam. II. 1.) And, 
as Gods they ſat upan the Thrane of the Lord, and reign- . 


* 
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ivinity. If you cannot 


you allo ſee, evidence my 
| : 40 give 


— 


TE: * Atonement: ; To in Jeſus Chriſt there was a real Sub/tj- 
iin, and a real Atonement. (See my Sermon on Gal, 
7 8 3. 24.) And indeed, the Meſhah muſt be in Reality all 
ES that which the Types were in Name and Shenv, otherwiſe 
= the Scripture would not be accompliſhed and verified. 
= Jr any therefore ſhould ſay, that as the Jewiſh Kings 
were Gods by Office, ſo Chriſt was only a God by 
„Office; as they only had the Shadow of Divinity, ſo 
« He only has the Shadow of Divinity :”—1 anſwer, 
Then the Scripture is broken : The Types are not ac- 
compliſhed in the Antitype. It is all a Shadow ſtill. The 
Subſtance is not come. And the prophetic Prayer, with 
which the LXXXIId Pſalm concludes, is never to be an- 
ſwered. ** Ariſe, O God, judge the Earth : for thou 
« ſhalt inherit all Nations.” For it is not a God, buta 


Inheritance, and the utmoſt Parts of the Earth for his 
« Pofleſſion.” P/al, II. 8. And if his Divinity is but 
2 Shadow, fo is his Atonement. The true Atonement js 
not come. The Types are not fulfilled. The Scriptar: 
is broken. And we are yet in our Sins. For the Blood 
of one mere Creature can no more make a real Atonement 
than the Blood of another-mere Creature. The Blood 
of a Bull or a Goat, and the Blood of a mere Man, are 
equally at an infinite Remove from any Virtue to make 
proper Atonement for Sin, All that has been done 1s 1 
mere Shadow, There is no Sub/tance in it. And fo 
the Scripture is broken : and the Truth of divine Reye- 
lation, in general, overthrown, For if any one Thiay, 
held forth in a Type or a Prophecy, ſhould fail of Accom- 
pliſhment, the Truth of that whole Revelation, in which 
that Type or Prophecy is contained, would be overthrow. 
s that granting the Old-Teſtament to be divine!y 
inſpired, our Saviour's Argument amounts to a ſtrict Pe- 


monltration, 


Tut 


« in the Likeneſs of Men, yet my Works, which 


mere Creature, that is to have “ the Heathen for his 
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give Credit to my Words, yet ſurely you may to the 


« Works wrought by me; which evidently are 
« not the Works of a mere Man. And they are 
« 2 ſufficient Proof that the Father is in me, and L 


« in him, i. e. that I and my Father are one.” (fo 
X. 34-—38.) So ſpake the incarnate God, who of old 


ile, He is of no Reputation, Nor can any 
Thing he ſays, nor all the mighty Works he had 
vrouzht, aflwage their Anger, or keep their Hands 


from Violence. He is obliged to leave theTemple, 


D 2 where 


us Senſe the Arian give to the Words, is this. I and 
* my Father are one, 1. e. engaged in the ſame Deſign. 
* And when the Jews thro' Miltake thought he meant, 
„ that he was one with Cod: He anſwers, 1 do not 
% mean, 1 am God by Nature, but only Cod by Office.” 
-- Query I. What was this Anſwer to the Purpoſe ? — 
Query II. Why did not he exprefly tell them, that he 
oaly meant he was engaged in the ſame Deſign with his 
Father, as all other good Men are? This would have 


cicared him from the odious Character of a Blaſphemer, 


and prevented their taking up Stones again ta {tone him. 
And if indeed he was but a Man, all muſt own, it was 
hisDuty to have ſpoken out, in as plain a Manner as Paul 
and Barnabas did, when the People of Ly/lra took them 
for Gods, and were aboxt to offer Sacrifice to them, 

Af. XIV. 15.) But to ſuffer himſclf to paſs for a Bluſ- 

emer now, and ſoon after to be pronounced worthy of 
Death for Blaſphemy ; and yet never clear up the Mat- 
ter; but leave his Diſciples after him, to ſollow hisExam- 
ple, and call him God, the true God, God bleſſed for 
** ever, by whom and for whom all Things were created,” 
when he was as really a mere Creature as you and 1, is 
what can never be accounted for. 


velt in their Tabernacle,from whence the Horde Gad 

uſed zo came forth to their chief Rulers, when the 
ame to enquire of the Lord. Then He was their Gon,% 

and King, and ORACLE, Now all his Glory is laid 


* 
% 4 


2 
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where he was, and be gone.——However,the Ma. 
ter did not end here. For when they arraigned Hin 
before the Hig'it Pricit, they renew the Charge d 


Blaſphemy, and pronounce him worthy of Death, 
(at. XX VI: 63—06.) Nor did Pilate know hoy 


10 expreſs the Crime, for which he was put toDeath, 8 

* vetter than in thi 5 Title put on the Crols, Jesu Th 
* or NAZARBTH THE KING OF THE JE WS. So tha. 
F his cla ming to be the Son CF Gop and KING d ” 
HE JEus, colt him his L1FE. __ 

AND ſhall we crucity Him airch,and put him tfif:** 

open Shame, and jullify all the Conduct of the * 
Jews towards him, by ſaying, He was indeed but; ® 
Man ! — For if fo, it was Blaſphemy indeed to prefi, ©. 
tend to be ſupreme God, And we know, the Bla- < 
phemer defrved to die, according to the Law d = 
eſe, | * 
Ap what is there to tempt us to this impicus ani hei 


ingrateſul Deed? Not any T'! hing our bleſſed Saviou eb 
ever {aid, or ever did: fer he al (WAYS ſnake and aCtel a 
in Stader. As Gop, when in the Form of GO. 
—As MM An, when in the Likeneſs of Mcn—As 1 * 
Servant, when in the Form of a Servant As ou... - 
exalted Mediator, now at the right Hand of the Fa 
ther; from whom, He, as Mediator, has receive. ., 
all his Power: and to whom, when he has finiſhe 
his Work, he will, as Mediator, reſign his 2 . 
Authority. Nor can any Thing he ever ſaid, 
any Thing he ever did, fairly conſtrued, once temp 
us to doubt his being by Nature ſupreme God, afte! 
ſuch clear Evidenccs of his Divinity have bet! 
given us. Nor can I think what ſhould induce 
to doubt his Divinity, —unleſs we ſecretly imagine 
there was no Ned, that the Creator of ti 
Univerſe ſhould become incarnate and die on tit = 
A for us: We were not ſo bad, nor was Sin | 
"great. an Evil, as to make ſuch an n Atonement need 
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l. And if this be at the Bottom, let us honeſt- 
y ſay ſo, that the World may know the true Ground 
pf our Infidelity, and ſee it all ſummed up in a te 


they that are ſick.“ 


hey had an high Opinion of their own Goodnels ; 


ion, thro' the Mediation and Death of the Son of 


here fore ablolutely incredible in their Sight, This 
hey /lumbled at, as the great flumbling-Stone, as St. 


the whole Affair. (Rom. IX. 30— 33.) It did bear 


f his own Son, as an Expiatory Sacrifice, could 
pen a Door for him, in Juſtice. and Honour, to 
ardon and ſave them. But how exceeding un- 


{W<caionable was this their Conduct, as their own 
Law ſo p.ainly held forth the infinite Evil of Sin, 


in threatning eternal Damnation for the leaſt Tranſ- 
greſſion? (Gal. III. 10.) Which might eafily have 


ed them to a Senſe of their Need of an Atone-- 
ment, of infinite Value, had their Hearts honeſtly - 


ain open to Conviction. 


AND is it not worthy our Obſervation, that thoſe. 


among profeſſed Chriitians, who have denied the 
Divinity of Chriſt, have been wont generally alſo to 


deny —our natural Depravity—the infinite Evil of 


din—the Eternity of Hell-Torments—the Neceſſity 


of any proper Satisfation for Sin—the Doctrine of | 


uſtaication by Faith alone ?—And perhaps, to be a 
| D = little 


Vords, “ The whole need not a Phytician, but 


T's was the veryCaſe with the unbelieving Jews, | 4 
and the chief Reaſon of their rejecting Chriſtianity. 
or could they conceive why they might not be be. 
accepted with God on the Foot of their own Righ= © 
eouſneſs. And therefore the Goſpel-Way of Salva-- 


30d, appeared needleſs in their View, and was. 


aul tells us, who was intimately acquainted with 


00 hard upon their moral Character, as it ſuppoſed 
them ſo infinitely odious and Hell-deterving in the 
ght of God, that nothing ſhort of the Inter poſition 
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little more conſiſtent with themſelves, they ought 
to deny the Iaſpiration of the Oli and New-Te/ta- 
ments, in which the Divinity of Chriſt, and theſe 
other DoQtrines, are ſet in ſo ſtrong a Light. 
And indeed Deiſin has been for ſom̃e Time growing 

to be the moſt taſhionable Scheme among the po- 
— Ute and gentcel Part of the Nation. — And look Wu: 
Principles and looſe Practices are preparing us apace 
for all thoſe heavy Judgments, which ſeem to bee 
coming on our Nation and Land.  ( Fudg. II. 11 


— 


15. Fer. XVIII. 9, 10.) | 
3. Ir Jeſus Chriſt be in very Deed the God that 
created the Univerſe, we may be aſſured, He is in 
every Reſpect fit and ſufficient for the whole Work 
he undertook ; nor will he, nor can he, fail to ac- 
compliſh the whole Deſign he had in-view. He 
was originally unobliged to do a Creature's Duty, 
being by Nature God; and ſo at Liberty.to under- 
take, and had where-with-all to pay our Debt, infi- 
nite as it was: whereas, the whole Creation had not 
a Farthing to ſpare for us,owing all they had done, or 
could do, to God, on their ownAccount. It was ho- 
nourable to God to appoint ſuch aSurety for us; he 
was one, God might honorably truſt and deal with,as 
he was equal with God, and FELLOW to the. Lord of 
He. (Zeeb. XIII. 7.)--He was worthy theRegard of 
the infiniteMajeity,able to ſecure the Honour of his 
Lawgelabliſh his Authority, and anſwer all theEnds of 
Government. He was fit to be admitted, as Me- 
later, {no his Preſence-Chamber ; to be exalted 
| to 
t SaLvos, ſpeaking of the preſent State of Religion in 
Englant, ſays, ** Vice and Profaneneſs reign triumphant ; 
« the ſacred Truths of Chriſtianity are queſtioued and 
„ diſputed ; a:d a Man that is not an-Inhidel, is ſearce 
« allowed to have common Seaſe, among thoſe that 

4% Jock upn themſelves to be the polite World,” 

Sales 's Ceg. X Hi. Gran, Pag. 245) 


» ſit at his right Hand, —a very unmeet Place for a 
nere Creature; and to be worſhipped by all the 


hought of which, I am perſwaded, no mere Crea- 
we in that World could poſſibly endure, but ra- 
ter with the Angel in Rev. XXII. 9. would ſay, See 
0% 49 it not; for I am but a mere Creature; wor/hrp- 
ad. (Luk, IV. 18.) 
je Univerſe, to be made Head over all Things; to go- 
ern the World and the Church; a Place too high 
or a mere Creature, a Truſt too great to be repoſed 
1 one by Nature mutable, fallibſe, ſhort- ſighted; 
nd meet only for Immutability, Infallibility, andOm- 
ſcience, — And fit finally to judge the World, 
ad as the great Arbitrator between God and his 
belllous Creatures, to fee Right dane, and cauſe 
uſtice to takePlace-: an Honour too great for a mere 
reature, and a Work too difficult for any but the 
)mniſcient, who © only knows the Hearts of all 
the Children of Men.“ —But IMMANUEL is fit 
r all this, worthy the Honour, and qualified for 
ie Work; and may be thus employed, thus ex- 
ted, thus worſhipped,—-aot inconſiſtent with, but 
e Glory of God the Father. Nor can we doubt 
ut that he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that 
dme to God by him, nor fear but that he will ac- 
mpliſh all his Defigns of Grace.“ How beau- 
uul upon the Mountains are the Feet of him 
that bringeth good Tidings, &c, that faith unto 
Zion, Thy GOD REIGNETH !” Zi. LII. 7. aps 
led to Chriſt, Rom, X. 15. 
4. BUT if indeed He was the Gop that created 
ie Univerſe ; Ch, how awful and folemn the Tho't ! 
indeed He was the Goh that created the Univerſe, 
ho hung incarnate on the Croſs, “ ſet forth to be 
a Propitiation for Sin, that God might be juſt PP 
That (hall we ſay ! Wat mall we think! 
21 


125 


eavenly Hoſts, in his Father's Preſence; the very _ 


And fit to fit at theHead of 


be the King or ISRAEL, they. ſay, let him com 
& - <* cown from the Croſs, and we will believe Him," 
hey inſult ;—He, prays, <« Father, forgivet hem, 
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Lr us look up, and behold him—ſurrounded yl. 
Thouſands of Spectators, inſulting— © If he bel. 
« the KING or ISRAEL“ [indeed he was, but they. 
knew it not; for had they known it, they would 
not have crucified the 3 oF GLORY] If he 


<< they know not what they do.” And with all his 
Divinity concealed, as one forſaken of Heaven, an( 
caſt out from the Earth, there he hangs, and bleed 
and dies! 2 

Fo as ourRebellion, with all its Circumſtances 
had been public, as it were in the Preſence of thy 
whole intelligent Syſtem ; ſo now the Satisfactio 
muſt be as publickly made. Satan, God's Ene © 
my, and our inveterate Foe, had ſeduced our ful . 
Parents, and in them virtually the whole hum . 
Race, to tranſgreſs the divine Law, and caſt off the di} . 
vine Authority, and join with him. And here.onfl .. 
Earth Satan had ſet up his Kingdom, in the Sig c 
of Heaven, and in Defiance of the MosT Hi6n.Y p. 
And exulting in a'l his Miſchief, he was ready im 
piouſly to ſay, „In Spite of God, and his Son, th 
« Day is my own. For if God pardons an ape 
« ſtate World, doomed toDeath,then will it appeal 
& that he has no Regard to his Law, or to h 
« 'Threatning, or to impartial Juſtice; which fir! 
“ when I] was driven out of Heaven, he pretended 1: 
« was the Motive, Nor can it fail to be Matte 
« of eternal Triumph to us, to fee the Honour 
& his Law and Government and Authority giv 
& up, to ſave his Creature, Man. Or if he re 
& fiens the whole human Race to Deſtruction, 
& he certainly will, if he deals by them as he d 
« by us, it will be Matter of eternal Conſolatid 


6% and Joy, to ſce, we can ruin Worlds, as fal 
: & | 


dh ne can make them, That, let him take what 

e be. Courſe he will, we are ſure of an eternal Tri- 

they „umph.“ — 80 ſtood the Caſe. And all the 
ould. nabitants of Heaven looked on, no doubt, to ſee- i 
f he he Event. =. 
my + Tre Honour of the divine Government,” ſaid 
wy ue ETERNAL Sou,“ © mult and ſhall be ſecured. 
hem, | | The 2 
II his 

„ And 


eeds 
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I call Him, the TEA YAL Son, becauſe he was not only | 


made of the Seed of David, according to the Fleſh 3” 
but alſo ** declared to be the Son of God with Power, 


Nnces 
f thin << ling to the Spirit of Holineſs,” i. e. as ts his di- 
cio ine Nature, © by theRefurreQion from th=Dead.” Rom. 


Ene 
r fil 
umat 
ne di 
re..0 


I. 3, 4. Agreable to thoſe Words in Mic. V. 2. Thou 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
© Thouſands of Judah, yet out of Thee ſhall he come 
„ yoxTH” (i. e. be born) that is to be Ruler in Iſrael: 

„ whoſe GOINGS FORTH” (the ſame Word in the Origi- 


nal, before tranſlated come forth) © have been of old, even 


SISU © prom EverLASTING,” i. e. As he was the Son of 
6H. David according to the Hleſh, in Time; ſo from eternal 
Yum ger be was the Son of God, as. to his diyine Nature. 
n, th Therefore called, by Way of Eminence, God's own Som 


ape 


1 au begotton Son. * III. 16. Rom VIII. 32. 


ppeaſ et. 1. How then is Chriſt “ the ſirſt- born of every 
to h Creature '? or as it ought rather to be rendered, the 
which firit-born of the whole Creation.“ Col. I. 15. I an» 
ende ſwer, 1. Not as to his human Nature ; for that was horn 
Mat not two Thouſand Years ago. 2. Nor as to his divine 


Nature ; for that, inſtead of being the firit-born of every 
3. But 


our e 
vel Creature, was the Creator of the whole Univerſe. 


he re with Reſpect to the Privilege of the Birth- Might, (Pſal. 
on, N LXXXIX. 27. he being appointed © Heir of all Things.“ 
he d Heb. I. 2. In which lſaac was a Type of him, See Gen. 
olatic XXV. 5. All Things were created by him and Fox 


faſt him, originally ; and now, as Mediator, he is put into 
« | DOI » all Things, as the FOE Her of the whole 
8  ' Univerſe. 


& , 
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© The Law is holy, juſt and good; and muſt Ho 
« ſhall be magnified and made honourable. Sin  G 
« as great an Evil as my Father's Law ſpeaks it 
« and muſt and (hall be conſidered and treated: 
„é ſuch ; and that in the Sight of the whole Syfte 
For my Father's Authority muſt and fhall þ 
„ publickly maintained. — And yet Satan may 
„ .difappointed of his expected Triumph: For th ax 
6 human Race need not be reſigned to Ruin: Mie d 
“ lo, I am willing to become incarnate, and die Mart 
« their Room. —Behold, here I am ! P/al. XL. 1.Whnii 
« To art my beloved Son, in whom Iii 

c well-pleaſed; thou loveſt Righteouſneſs and hatch ; 
& Iniguity, and art MY EXPRESS IMAGE ;” fat f 
the eternal Father ; ** and even as thou haſt ſai Hort. 
„ fo ſhall it be. The Seed of the Niman ſhall tru: 
« the Serpent's Head. Gen. III. 15. Thy dying Loi 
& ſhall defeat the Deſigns of his infernal Malice, 
WHEREFORE ſee him now on the Croſs, “f. 

&« forth to be a Propitiation for Sin, to declare thi 
& Righteouſneſs of God, that God might be jul 
« and yet juſtify the Sinner that believes in Jeius, 
Rom. III. 25, 26. And there he ſpoils PrincipalitMerc 
and Powers, ſaps the Foundation of Satan's King 
dom, and even tr:umphs over him on the Croſs. Col. | 
15. And all in Sight, as it were, of the whole 1 


telligent Creation. 1 Pet. I. 12. And ſuited to git p 
univerſal Inſtruction. Eph, III. 10. od. 
Loos < 

a leaf 

Univerſe. And having thus the Birt5- Right, he is wil 5 

K 


Propriety called, the fir/i-born of - the whyle Creation. 
Quelt, 2. How is Chrilt the Beginning of the Creatiol 
« of God” ? Rev. III. 14. I auſwer, The Word it 


the Original ſigniſics, The Beginning, the Chief, Print 
pality, Dominion. And the Meaning is, that Chrilt, Md {, 
Mediator, is the Head and Ruler of the Univerſe, Werne 
the great CHIEF of the Creation of God, Eph, I. 21. 


The Divinity of Chriſti 


ſt zu Loox up, and ſtand aſtohiſhed at this greateſt ß 
Sin Wl God's Works. The CREATOR of the Univerſe 4 
aks i the Croſs ! dying as a propitiatory Sacrifice for. 
ted n! offering up Himſelf to his Father, as a Sacri-* 
yſtemWe of Atonement for the Sins of the World! 
all Mat by Faith in his Blood we might be juſtified? | 1 
12y Md faved. 44. — 
or Axp was there indeed ſuch infinite Goodneſs in 


e divine Nature, that God could find it in his 


die Meart to do this Thing! aThing,of aNature ſupetior, 
L. 7. finitely ſuperior to the Creation of Thouſands and 

I aWillions of ſuch Worlds as this ! And wasSin indeed 
hatch an infinite Evil, that nothing could expiate it, 


t ſuch a Sacrifice as this! Sin, which we, ſtupid 
ortals,ſee ſolittleEvil in! And did the eternal Father” 
ue the Honour of his Law and Government more 
an the Life of his Son / And if theſe Things were 
ne in the green Tree, what will be done in the 
Where will the unrighteous and ungodly ap- 
War, when this Jeſus comes in flaming Fire to take 
engeance on them that know not God, and obey 
t the Goſpel ! How vain will it be to cry for 
lercy | how vain to hope that impartial Juſtice 
|| relerit ! The Son of God prayed, „O my 
Father, if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from - 
me ;” and even agonized in Blood !—But it was 
It poſſible : Juſtice muſt be ſatisfied : the Son of 
od, himfelf muſt die: therefore impenitent, Chriſt- 
Sinners cannot eſcape : nor can they ever be 
leaſed : But *“ the Smoke of their Torment will 
aſcend for ever and ever.” : 
n. EE Inar God is in Earneſt, when he threatens to 
catioflniſh impenitent Sinners with eternal Damnation, 
nnot be made more evident, than it is by the Croſ: 


palttit 
K ing 
;al. | 
2 


| ll 


- 


Chriſt, However, it maybe more attended to, 
d ſo work a more univerſal Coviction. Yet their 


ernal Damnation, it ſelf, will not be a one 
Fils 


of Light. — Wherefore, to conclude, let us he 


a De Divinity of Chrift. 


Proof, that God was in earneit, than the Death( 
his Son on the Croſs.— Tbe whole intelligent Syflet 
have here the ſtrongeſt Evidence of the impati 
Rectitude of the divine Nature, and of the Infley 

bility 'of the divine Juſtice, that can poſſibly þ 
given. And at the ſame Time, the boundleſs Goof 
neſs of the divine Nature ſet in the cleareſt Po 


behold the © Glory of God in the Face of Teh 


« Chrift;” that beholding © in this Glass, the }, 
ce of the Lord, we may be changed into the ſan „, 
* Image, um C Glory to Glory. That ſo the Gd 8 
“e pel may become the Power of God to our 8a 
£« tion. That while Chriſt crucited is to ſome 2 
cc ſtumbling- Block, and to others Fooliſhneſs, N. 
< may be to us the Power of God, and theWiſdalff an 
£ of God. he 

Now to him © who loved us and gave high US 
c“ for us, be Glory, Honour and Praiſe for ever 
15 ever.“ Amen. — Even 

To Hin, who is © the Alpha and the 0 15 
the Almighty, the ſame Yeſterdays to Day, . 
c forever, who is God, the true God, the miei 
4 God, the holy one of Iſrael, fitting on a Th 
„ high. and liſted up, God over al] bleſſed for eu 
ce by whom and for whom all Things were createſover 
even toHrzt let “ every Knee bow in Heaven age N. 
&« onEarth:”—and it will be ſo far from derogatif bor. 


or detracting froin the Honour, that it will be“ it v 
ce the Glory of God the Father.” For, © he and Metho 
& Father are Ons.” - Vea, “ there are T hree ti vat 
ce bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the WorffCoc 
4 and the Holy Ghoſt: and theſe three are Oxf'urr 
And to this Ox Gop in three Perſons, to whaſÞrior 
we were dedicated in Paptiſm, and from whom i ce 
Bleſſings flow to us, even to Him, be aſcribed ol 
„Kingdom, Power, aud Glory for ever,” Ame 


* 


| | 
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REVELATION, X , 3: 


i'd 7 ſar an Angel come down from Heaven, 
having the Key of” the bottomleſs Pit, and a 


OM £49 Chain in his Hand And he laid hold 
1 0! the Dragon, that old Serpent, which is the 


mel Devil and Satan, and bound him a T houſfand 
s, Tears. And caſt him into the bottomleſs Pit, 

iſdalff] and ſbut him up, and ſet a Seal upon him, that 
| | he hhould decerve the Nations no more, till the. 
198 Ther Years ſhould be th Hale. | 


me: geg N a great Variety of Reſpects, the 
„ af 8 BIÞLE is the molt remarkable Book in 
nel le the World. In it we have God's mo- 
"hr 543% ral Character clearly exhibited toView, 
_— 3. by a Hiſtory of his Conduct, as moral 
-eateFovernor of the World from the beginning : and 
en alle Nature of fallen Man painted to the Lite, by a 
gat, tory of their Behaviour for four Thouſand Years> 
de it we have opened the glorious and aftoniſhing 
and eth od, that has been entered upon, to diſappoint 

atan's Deſigns, by the Interpoſition of the Son 
God; and are informed of his Birth „Life, Death, 
furre&ior, Aſcenſion and Exaltation, and of the 
rious Deſigns he has in View. And the whole 
o contrived as to be admirably ſuited to all the 
rcumſtances and N _ of a good Man; That, 


K. Man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſh. 
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as it was deſigned to be the good Man's Book, in :. 
peculiar Senſe, ſo it is perfectly fuited to his Cafe, He. 
It is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Co. 
c rection, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, that theHthe 
0 


ed to all good Works.“ (2 Tim. III. 16, 17.) 
THarT fincere Concern for the Cauſe of Truth 
and Virtue, for the Honour of God and Intereſt 
true Religion, which is peculiar to a good Man, 
whoſe Character it is to love Chriſt above Father 
and Mother, Wife and Children, Houſes and Lands 
ea, better than his own Life, muſt naturally ſub. 
zect him to a peculiar Kind of Solicitude. Even a 
a Child, of a truly filial Spirit, is pained when it goa 
ill with his Father's Family, to whoſe Intereſt he j 
cloſely attached; and has a whole Syſtem of ina 
Senſations, that a Stranger intermeddles not with, 
The BrBLE, the good Man's Book, is, therefore 
wiſely adapted to eaſe the good Man's pained Heart 
and afford Conſolation in this intereſting and mal 
important Point; as it gives the ſtrongeſt Aſſurat 
ces that the Cauſe of Vertue ſhall finally prevail, 
How inſupportable muſt the Grief of the pio! 
ews have been, ſitting on the Sides of the Rivers Mer 
Babylon ! There we ſat down,” ſay they, “ yealif 
« we wept when we remembred Zion.” And“ of ©. 
« theWillows they hung theirHarps,” nor could ang 
Thing divert their Minds. “ It J forget thee, 
< Jeruſalem, let my right Hand forget her Cunning 
0 If I do not remember thee, let my Tongue cleay 
©« to the Roof of my Mouth.” (P/al. CXXX VI. 
How inſupportable, I ſay, muſt their Grief hai 
been, while their glorious holy Temple, and the 
holy City, the Place of all their ſacred Solemniiie 
were ly ing deſolate, and God's People in Captivit 
had it not been for that Promiſe, ſo often repeatec 


chat aiter ſeventy Years God would viſit them, 20 
g Cali 


TY CY CD 


mis; 
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zuſe them to return to their own Land. God knew 
before-hand the Anguiſh, which would be apt to fill 


Cor heir Hearts, the ſinking TPO AN ee and all 

t theſthe Train of dark and gloomy Thoughts, they 

niſt. rould be incident to ; and before-hand provided a 
) Remedy. Yea, no ſooner had he denounced their 
ruth oom in the XXXIXth Chapter of [aiah, but im- 
{& offÞn-diately in the next Chapter, and for ten or twenty 
Man Thapters together, does he provide for their Support. 


Comfort ye, comfort ye, my People; ſpeak com- 
& fortably to Jeruſalem, &c. &c. 

So, how inſupportable would have been the 
irief of the Church of Chriſt, thro' the long, dark, 
ruel Reign of myſtical Babylon, while they beheld 
Error and Wickedneſs univerſally prevail, Satan 
getting his Will in almoſt every Thing, and to Ap- 
-arance no Signs of better Times, but all Things 
rearing a dreadful Aſpect before their Eyes; how 
great their Grief ; how ſinking their Diſcourage- 
ents, how almoſt inſuperable their Temptations 


| molt 
uraulo 2poitatize, and forſake aCauſ: that Heaven ſeemed 
vail. Wo forſake, had not the Day of Deliverance been ex- 


reily toretold, and the Glory that ſhould follow 
pened to View, by the Spirit of Prophecy ! But in 
firm Belief that the Cauſe they were engaged in, 
id for which they ſpilt their Blood, would finally 
d anfÞ'<vail ; and prevail in this World, where they 
ee, Nen beheld Satan reigning and triumphinę, I ſay, 
ning" 2 firm Belief of this, the whole Army of Martyrs 
JearÞ{0u'd march on to Battle couragiouſly, willing to 
VII. Hicrifice their Lives in the Cauſe, not doubting of 
" hayinal Victory, altho' they themſelves muſt fall in 
| thee Field. | Fs 
nitie INDEED, were the Salvation of his own Soul the 
tivity Thing the good Man had in View, he would 
eate(FÞ*turally be quite eaſy upon a full Aſſurance that 
ans was ſecured, So, had Moles cared for nothing 
E 2 but 


ly 


Law 
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but the Welfare of himſelf and of his Poſterity, be 


might have been ſatisfied, while the whole Congy 
gation of Iſrael were deſtroyed, if he might becom 
a great Nation, and that without any Sollicitude tq 
tie Honour of the GREAT NAME of the Gop ( 
Ifrael : Yea, altho' the -Idolatrous Nations rouni 
about were fully eſtabliſhed in the Belief . of HD 
Divinity of their Idols, and brought to look up hie 
the Gop of the Hebrews with ever fo great Condi") 
tempt by the Means. But, attached as he WPart 
to the Honour of the God of Iſracl, nothing cout 
give him Satisfaction, but aProſpect that that wou 
be ſecured. The Welfare of himſelf and of h 
Family was of no Importance in his Eſteem, con 
pared with this. (See Exod, XXXII.) | 

Ir muſt, therefore, be remembred, that, as (| 
Som of God left hisFather's Boſom, and the Realm 


of Light and Glory, and expired on the Croſs th 
the utmoſt viſible Contempt, that he might ſpete 
Principalities and Powers, bruiſe the Serpent's Heat Ne 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil; ſo his true Dik the 
ples have imbibed a Meaſure of the ſame SpirifÞ© V 

in 


and, as Voluntiers enliſted under his Banner, ha! 
the ſame Thing in View: they long for the Deſtruſay ff 
tion of Satan's Kingdom: and theſe Petitions 2 
the genuine Language of their Hearts, * Ou 
„% Father which art in Heaven, hallowed. be th 
„% Name, thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done of 
« Earth as it is in Heaven.” Nor can the Salvation 
of their own Souls, altho' ever ſo ſafely ſecure 

ſatisfy their Minds, without a clear View and f. 
Proſpect of Chriſt's final Victory over all his Ent 
mies. But if our great GENERAL, who . 
« ſacrificed his Life in the Cauſe, may but at l. 
« obtain a compleat Victory, notwithſtanding 
ec the preſent dark Appearances ; This is enough tal 
ſays theChriſtian Soldier: © I am willing to "oy ad 


* 
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l in his Service, and die in the Battle too. 
But if Satan were always to carry the Day, Oh 
* who could live under the Thought!“ 

Tuis having been the Temper of good Men, 
nore or leſs, even from the early Ages of the World, 
nd thro' all ſucceſſive Generations to this Day, 


mr. hey haye evidently wanted a peculiar Support, 
pc hich the Reſt of Mankind ſtood in no Need of, to 


arry them comfortably thro” ſuch a long Scene of 
Darkneſs ; Wickedneſs prevailing, God diſhonoured, 
atan triumphing, the World periſhing, the true 
hurch of God more generally in Sackcloth. And 


vou 
F eordingly the final Victory of the Cauſe of Truth 
conf! Virtue was intimated in the very firſt Promiſe 


ade to fallen Man. And from Time to Time God 
peated this comfortable Prediction to his Church 
and People; and finally made it the chief Subject 
os the laſt Book of holy Scripture, he ordered to be 
t ſychhrote for the Uſe of his Church. F 

He: Now let us take a brief View of the whole Series 
Diſc theſe divine Predictions, from the Beginning of 
pirule World, even down to this in our Text, contain- 
„haf in one of the laſt Chapters in the Bible; that we 
ſtruchzy ſee what full Evidence there is of this Truth; 

ns ad ſo, what abundant Cauſe for Conſolation to all 
« Out People of God. 

de till. IMMEDIATELY after the Fall, when the Ser- 
ne ont, even that old Serpent the Devil, had juſt 

vatioduced Mankind to revolt from God, and had, to 

cure Appearance, laid this whole World in perpetual 

ad fahin, even in the Depths of this Midnight-Dark- 

> Ert, a Ray of Light ſhone down from Heaven— 

o h Seed of the I/oaman ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head. 

at laben. III. 15.) As if God had ſaid, „I ſee the 

ing Scheme that Satan has laid to ruin the World, and 

oughſleſtabliſh his impious, malicious Cauſe: I ſee it, 

via ad I am determined to defeat it. The feebler 

« 4 | 5 «© Woman 


— 
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„Woman he has over-matched, but her almigh 
„ Seed ſhall conquer him, and as effectually ſubdue 
him, and prevent all future Miſchief by him, 
« asa Serpent is ſubdued and incapacitated far 
further Miſchief, when his Head is cruſhed to Pie- 
« ces, under the indignant Heel of one determined 
on his Death.” This was a compleat Doom in 
deed denounced againſt Satan, at the Head of tt! 
Kingdom of Darkneſs. And it fully implied, thatfQert : 
theCauſe of Light, Truth and Righteouſneſs fhoulith 
finally obtain a compleat Victor7. Vay 

IT. AFTER this gracious and glorious Promiſe ho 
been the chief Foundation of all the Hopes of God en 
People for two Thouſand Years, God was pleafed Hate 
point out the particular Family from whence thera: 
mighty Deliverer ſhould ſpring, and to intim In 
what a univerſal} Blefling he ſhould be to all t th 
Nations of the Earth. And in thy SEED fall ALL Wha 
Families of the Earth be Bleſſed, faid God to Abraham: 
(Gen. XII. 3.) Which again plainly ſuppoſed, thahf 
the Cauſe of Truth and Righteouſneſs, notwil 
ftanding the dark State the World then was in, 2 
finking faſt into Idolatry, and would for many Age 
be in, buried in heatheniſh Darkneſs, mon I At 


eve Time univerſally prevail over the whole EarttÞroo! 
For in thy Seed ſhall ALL the Families of the Earth Nippe 
b/:fjcd. This ſome Promiſe was repeated again anEbro” 


and again to Abraham, and aiterwards to Iſaac an 
to Jacob. | 
III. HiTyrrTo God had ſupported his People 
Hopes chiefly with Promiſes, with verbal Predictions 
but from the Days of Moſes to the Days of So! 
mon King of Iſrael, to zſſiſt hisPeople's Faith, Goff 
did, beſides repeated Premifes of the ſame Thin 
by a great Variety of wonderiul Works ſhadow fort 
the glorious Day: And at the fame Jime ſhew, ti 
he had ſafficicnt Wiſdom and Power to accomPp" 
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ert him, and his Kingdom go to Ruin 


ow to acebmpliſh the divine Defigns. 
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he greateſt Deſigns. That his People might be 


anvinced, that he could eaſily bring to paſs, for the 
7504 of his Church, whatſoever ſeemed Good in 


s Sight. * . 
ISRAEL in the Egyptian Bondage were a defi nech 


[ype of a fallen World under the Dominion and 
Tyranny of Satan. Nor was Pharoah more loth to 


t Iſrael go, than Satan is to have his 11 de- 

ut not- 
ithſtanding all the ſeeming Impoſſibilities in the 
Vay of IſraePs Deliverance, infinite Wiſdom knew 
God could 
ven cauſe a Member of Pharoah's Family to edu- 
ue one to be an Inſtrument of this deſigned Deli- 
*rance, And in due Time, behold, all the Armies 
f lirael march forth from the Land of Egypt, out 
f the Houſe of Bondage; and Pharaoh, and his 
hariots, and all hisHoit, lie buried in the Red Sea | 


o eafily can God bring forth his People even out 


the Anti-Chriſtian Kingdom, which is ſpiritually 
ed Sodom and Egypt. And, it he pleaſes, raiſe 
» the Inſtruments of this glorious Work, even in 
je Court of Rome. 
Arn when the Name of the true God was almoſt 
Yeotten thro” all the Earth, and the Devil wor- 
ipped | in his Room, in Idols of various Names, 
hro' all the Nations, God knew how to make his 
ame known, and to cauſe his Fame to ſpread 
broad, and fil! the whole Earth with his Glory, by 
vonders wrought in the Land of Ham, by d. eſcend 
g on Mount Sinai, by lesding the Armies of Urael 
1 Years in the Wilderneſs in a Pillar of C 'oud 
Dav, and of Fire by Night, giving them Bread 
em Heaven and Water out of the flinty Rock, 
viding Jordan, delivering up one and thirty Ido: 
tous Kings to the Sword of Joſnua, raiſing up 
des one after another in a miraculoys Manner 
E 4 to 


* 


50 Phe Millennium. 
to deliver his People, until the Days of David and Solo- 


mon, Types of Chriit. Of David, who Meſſiah-lie . 
ſubdued the Enemies of Iſrael all around: of Soo 
mon, who built the holy Temple and filled Jeruſy, F , 
lem with Riches and Glory. He, who hath don 
all theſe Things, can eaſily accompliſh all the De 
figns ot his Heart, preſerve his Church, raiſe Meet 
Deliverance, break to Pieces the Kingdoms of thfl, 1 
Earth for her Sake, make Truth victorious, and . 
up the new Jeruſalem in all her ſpiritual Glory 
build up his Church as a glorious holy Temp! 
and ſet the Son of David upon the Throne; bl 
whoſe Hands, Satan and all the Powers of Dark 
neſs ſhall be ſubdued, chained, ſealed up in the bot 


li 


tomleſs Pit, as much afraid, and as much una ne 
to attempt any Miſchief, as the ſubdued Nation fo. 
around Iſrael were in the very Height of David m- 
Power. | ſer 
BuT when ſhall the Son of David reign, and tl ta. 
Church have Reſt ? When ſhall the Cauſe of Tru the 
and Righteorſneſs thus prevail ? Perhaps the ver abe 
Time was deſigned to be ſhadowed forth in theLaf it. 
of Moſes, in the Inſtitution of their holy Day plo 
The ſeventh Day, ſaid God, who always had thifff and 
glorious Seaſon of Reſt in View, „ The ſeventif gha! 
« Day ſhall be a Sabbath of Reſt, the ſevenil the 
„ Month ſhall be full of holy Days, the ſeventi ha! 
c Year ſhall be a Year of Reſt :” So, perhapy Fe 
after ſix Thouſand Years are ſpent in Labour and Sor (ha! 
row by the Church of God, the /n Thoufanil ore a 


ſhall be a Seaſon of fpiritual Reſt and Joy, an ho Lor. 
Sabbath to the Lord, —And as God theCreator wal XIV 

Days in forming a confuſed Chaos into a beau ther 
tiful World, and reſted the ſeventh ; ſo God the Ke 23.) 
deemer, after i Thauſand YearsLabour in the Wo (V. 
of the new Creation, may reſt on the ſeventh. as ] { 


And then proclaim a general Liberty to an N Kin 
| Wolle 
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Vorld, and grant a general Pardon to a guilty Race; 
s in the Year of Jubilee, among the Jews, every 
nſlaved Jew was ſet at Liberty, and the Debts of 
the indebted were cancelled. 

IV. Tarts: Things, thus ſhadowed forth in 
Types, were alſo expreſly declared by the Mouths 
f the ancient Prophets, from the Days of David 
Dad forward to the End of that Diſpenſation : and 
ie ſame Things are hinted here and there in the 
e Teſtament, and largely opened to View in the 
evelation of St. John, So that both the Old and 
ew Teſtaments join to raiſe in us, who live in 
iſe Ages, the higheſt Aſſurance, that it is God's 
defign to “ give to his Son the Heathen for his In- 
heritance, and the'uttermoſt Parts: of the Earth 


ſhall bow down before him, and all Nations ſhall 
ſerve him. (P/al. LXXII. It.) And the Moun- 
d ti tain of the Lord's Houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in 


Tru the Top of the Mountains, and ſhall be exalted 


> Verſl above the Hills, and all Nations ſhall flow unto 
eL it. (/i. II. 2.) They ſhall beat their Swords into 
Day Plow-ſhares,and their Spears into pruning Hooks, 
| thi and learn War no more. (ver. 4.) For the Earth 
vent (hall be full of the Knowledge of the Lord, as 
venil the Waters cover the Sea. (Jai. XI. 9.) A Nation 
weng hal] be born in a Day. (Jai. LXVI. 8.) All thy 
rhapy People ſhall be righteous. (Tai. LX. 21.) They 
d Sor ſhall all know the Lord, from the leaſt to the 
ſan greateſt. ( Fer. XXXI. 24.) And Holineſs to the 
n ho Lord ſhall be written on every Thing. (Zh. 
or v XIV. 20, 21.) Kings (hall become nurfing Fa— 
beauſ thers, and Queens nurſing Mothers (H. XLIX. 
he RY 23.) and there ſhall be nothing to hurt or offend, 
(Lſai. XI. 9.) The Inhabitart (hall not [fo much 
as ] ſay, I am ſick. (Jer. XXXIII. 24.) And th s 
Kingdom thall fil the whole Earth. (Dau. II: 35-) 
« An 


for his Poſſeſſion. (P/al. II. 8.) For all Kings 


— — 


. 
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to deliver his People, until the Days of David andSok 
mon, Types of Chriit. Of David, who Meſſiah-lil 
ſubdued the Enemies of Iſrael all around: of Sole 
mon, who built the holy Temple and filled Jeruß 
lem with Rickes and Glory.—— He, who hath don 
all theſe Things, can eaſily accompliſh all the D 
figns of his Heart, preſerve his Church, raiſe y 
Deliverance, break to Pieces the Kingdoms of tl 
Earth for her Sake, make Truth victorious, and . 
up the new Jeruſalem in all her ſpiritual Glory 
build up his Church as a glorious holy Ternpl, 
and ſet the Son of David upon the Throne; 
whole Hands, Satan and all the Powers of Dark 
neſs ſhall be ſubdued, chained, ſealed up in the bc 
tomleſs Pit, as much afraid, and as much una ne 
to attempt any Miſchief, as the ſubdued Natialf for 
around Iſrael were in the very Height of David ma 
Power. | far 
Bur when ſhall the Son of David reign, and tl ta, 
Church have Reſt ? When ſhall the Cauſe of Trullff the 
and Righteouſneſs thus prevail ? Perhaps the ver abo 
Time was deſigned to be thadowed forth in theLaff j+. | 
of Moſes, in the Inſtitution of their holy Day po: 
The /eventh Day, ſaid God, who always had th and 
glorious Seaſon of Reſt in View, „ The event} (ha], 
« Day ſhall be a Sabbath of Reſt, the ſeveni}the\ 
« Month ſhall be full of holy Days, the ſfeventÞ a1] 
©. Year ſhall be a Year of Reſt :” So, perhap Þco; 
after /ix Thouſand Years are ſpent in Labour and Sol ſhal! 
row by the Church of God, the /even T houſanid great 
ſhall be a Seaſon of ſpiritual Reſt and Joy, an ha Lord 
Sabbath to the Lord. And as God the Creator v4 XV 
Days in forming a confuſed Chaos into a bealfthers 
tiful World, and reſted the Jeventh ; fo God the R223.) 
deemer, after fix Thouſand YearsLabour in the W ꝗ (V. 
of the new Creation, may reſt on the ſeventh.—ſas ] f 


And then proclaim a general Liberty to an uſt Ying 
or | 


— 


— 
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oo or1d, and grant a general Pardon to a guilty Race; 
1188; in the Year of Jubilee, among dhe Jews, every 
nflaved Jew was ſet at Liberty, and the Debts of 
Il the indebted were cancelled, 
IV. Tazss Things, thus ſhadowed forth in 
ypes, were alſo expreſly declared ” the Mouths 
the ancient Prophets, from the Days of David 
Wd forward to the End of that Diſpenfation : and 
MW: ame Things are hinted here and there in the 
ew-Teſtament, and largely opened to View in the 
evelation of St. John, So that both the Old and 
wv Teſtaments join to raiſe in us, who live in 
eſe Ages, the higheſt Aſſurance, that it is God's 
baßengn to give to his Son the Heathen for his In- 
na heritarice, and the uttermoſt Parts- of the Earth 
to for his Poſſeſſion. (P/al. II. 8.) For all Kings 
avich ſhall bow down before him, and all Nations ſhall 
ſerve him. (P/al. LXXII. It.) And the Moun- 
1d th tain of the Lord's Houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in 
I rulff the Top of the Mountains, and ſhall be exalted 
2 Ver above the Hills, and all Nations ſhall flow unto 
eLaf it. (Ji. II. 2.) They ſhall beat their Swords into 
Day Plow-ſhares,and their Spears into pruning Hooks, 
| Wand learn War no more. (ver. 4.) For the Earth 
vent (hall be full of the Knowledge of the Lord, as 
ven theWaters cover the Sea. (Jai. XI. 9.) A Nation 
ven hal] be born in a Day. (Jai. LXVI. 8.) All thy 
rhapy People ſhall be righteous. (Jai. LX. 21.) They 
d SF hal all know the Lord, from the leaſt to the 
uſanF greateſt. ( Fer. XXXI. 24.) And Holineſs to the 
n ho Lord ſhall be written on every Thing. (Zech. 
or XIV. 20, 21.) Kings {hall become nurfing Fa— 
beaFthers, and Queens nurſing Mothers (H. XLIX. 
he 23.) and there ſhall be nothing to hurt or offend, 
Wo (Vai. XI. g.) The Inhabitant (hall not ſfo much 
FJ] ſay, I am ſick. (Jer. XXXIII. 24.) And th s 
nſla Kingdom thall fil the Whole Earth. (Dau. II. 35.) 
W ol) | « And 
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% And all Nations, and Languages ſhall ſerve hin th 
44 (Dan. VII. 14.) And the Kingdom and Dov. 
« minion,and the Greatneſs of the Kingdom und. 
% the whole Heaven ſhall be given to the PeoplM the 
« of the Saints of the moſt high God. (Dan. Ville 
« 27.) and the Jews ſhall be called in, and the PFulhcy 
<« neſs of theGentiles. (Rom. XI. 12—32.) For Hug 


&« Coſpel ſhall be preached to every Nation, ffn 
« Kindred,and Tongue, and People. { Rev. XIV. rei 
&« And Satan ſhall be bound, and Chriſt ſhall reihe. 


& onEarth a Thouſand Years.” * And as (ſurely 
theJews were delivered out of the babyloniſk Cap 
vity,andBabylon'itſelf deſtroyed ; even ſo ſurely 
al theſe Things be accompliſhed in their Time. A 
myſtical Babylon ſhall “ fink as a Mill-ſtone u 


cs | 


_ 
— 
—— - 


Satan ſhall be bound, &c. ©* The Church of Ch 
„ \b.]l enjoy Purity of Religion in Peace, without 
& Diſturbance from thoſe old Enemies of Manky 
« working in the Children of Diſobedience.“ | 

Daubuz on the Place. 

% And this ſeems to imply, that all ſhall be converted 
« Howeyer, if there be any that remain unconvertd}t the 
*« they will, during the Impriſonment of Satan, be Wathe: 
* ſo {mall a Number, and fo feeble in Compariſon of WV 14 
true Chr iſtians, that they ſhall neither dare, nor Þ © t 
* able to diſturb the Peace of Chriſt's Kingdom,” Forty 
Lowman on the Place, prop 


A Spirit of ſtrict Piety ſhall riſe ſo high, and ſo uoiverl Icore 

prevail, that it ſhall be as tho' all the Martyrs of i 

mer Apes were riſen from the Dead, and appeared uf der n 

the Stage all at once. This ſeems to be the SenfeÞ*v. 2 

thoſe Words in Kev. XX. 4. The Martyrs are me, 

to riſe from the Dead, and reign with Chriſt a Thouſſſo Mo 

Years, much in the fame Scnſe as Jahn the Bapiſhyndre 

called Elias, viz, becauſc he was a Man ſo nearly H Y 

ſembling that cclebrated Prophet, Sce Lowman Ooved | 
Place, | | 


[ 
it 
+ 
j 
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bil the Sea, and ſhall be found no more at all.” 


53 


| Doro. XVIII. at.) x 

unde V. Bur when (hall theſe Things be ?—I anſwer, - 
PeoplM the firit Place, it is plain, as yet they have not been, 

. Vie great Things have not been accompliſhed. 


Wought out of their babyloniſh- Captivity : for, 
m thence to the Coming ot Chriſt, they never 
re in ſo flouriching a State as they had been be- 
e. They were not accompliſhed in the apoſtolick 
e: For, St. John, when moſt, if not all, of the 


Caper Apoſtles were dead, ſpake of theſe Things 
ly (haÞþ the Revelation) as yet to come to pals. They were 
e. Ad accomplithed in the three, firſt Centuries : for, 
ze int was almoſt one continued Scene of Blood, 


ey were not accompliſhed in the Days of Con- 
Watine the Great: for, it is ſince then that the 
an of Jin has been revealed, Nor are they accom- 


d fro thro' the Earth, and going up and down 
rein ; Babylon is not fallen; the Jews are not 
led; nor is the Fulneſs of the Gentiles come in; 
t the greateſt Part of the Earth to this Day ſit in 
1, beFatheniſh Darkneſs, 

on of YV HEN then ſhall they be acompliſhed ?—Not 
nor the holy City has been troden under Foot 
” Forty twoMonths” Not till © the Witneſſes have 
propheſied a Thouſand, twoHundred and Three- 
core Days,cloathed inSackc!oth.” (Rev.XI. 2,3.) 
And not till “the Woman has been in the Wil- 
derneſs a Time and Times and half a Time.” 


Place, 
yeried 
2NvVert( 


Place, 


oiverl; 
g of f 
red uf 

Senſe 
are 


me, i. e. three Vears and a half, is equal to forty 
Thouſ 


0 Months; which is equal to one Thouſand two 
Bapliiſſindred and fixty Days; which doubtleſs means 
carly bo Years, a Day for a Year : As the Event has 
» ou ved was the Cale in che Prophecy of Daniel, who 
declared 


hey were not accompliſhed when the Jews were 


Wihcd to this Day: for, Satan is ſtill walking to 


ev. XII. 14.) Now a Time and Times and half a 
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3 declared it to be 70 Weeks, trom the going forth d 


ce herſelf ready. (Rev, XI X. 6, 7.) 


FI. Non is there the leaſt Reaſon to doubt ., 
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. the Commandment to * Jeruſalem, to the Dea 

. of Chriſt, For it proved to be 490 Years, which 

Is 8 Times 70, a Day tor a Year. (Pan. IX. 24. e. 

So that there is no Difficulty in determining thi C 
Downfall of Antichriſt, 'but what ariſes from thi"! 

bs - Uncertainty we are at when to date the Bepinnity 1 
ol his Riſe and Reign. The Biſhops of Rome went 
ſiome Hundred Years riſing gradually from the Hon 
neit Character of a Scripture-Biſhop to the Grat 
Title of aniverſal Pepe, which was objained, 4, nd 
606. And it was a long. Time from this, bear- 
they got to the Height of their Grandeur, 21 

the Pope was conſtituted a temperal Prince, u hi it 

was not till A. D. 756. — And perhaps he nl" 

fall as gradually as he roſe. And as now he en 
been falling 240 Vears, even ever ſince the Beginn d 

of the Reformation; ſo we may rationally expect! 14 


will continus to fall, till Balyon ſinks as a Mili. 
into the Sea, And then „* the Mountains and t lt 
& Hills (halt break forth into finging, and all Hein 
« Trees of the Field fha!l clap their Hands.“ (I unk 
LV. 12.) And all the Hoſts of Heaven'as loud 
Thunder, ſhall ſay, „Hallelujah! For the Lo 
« God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad a 
& rejoice,and give Honour to him; for the Marria 
<c of the Lamb is come, and his Wite hath ma 


Axp thus we have taken a brief View of t 
Scripture- Evidence, that the Cauſe of Truth 2 
Righteouſneſs will finally become gloriouſiy vidt 
rious. * a f , STE. 


Accompliment of theſe Things. For, —God 
all Times paſt has been faithful to his Word, af 


. e Sce Bows Hiſtory of the Ports, th 


© * Ther er, - 5g 


evidently fufficiently engaged in this Affair 


„ nos how, and can eaffly accompliſh it and it will 
2405 much to the Honour of his great Name to do it. 
12 Joo has been faithful to his Promiſes to his 
m urch from the Beginning of the World. Te 


WM human Appearance, it was a very unlikely Thing, 
Wat the Hebrews, inſlaved in Egypt, under Pha- 
zoh, a very powerful Monarch, and ſunk down 
to Idolatry, and very low-ſpirited, ſhould ariſe, ? 


wr nd go forth with all their Flocks and Herds, and 
pet berch thro' the Wilderneſs, and conquer the ſeven 


lations of: Canaan, and poſſeſs their Land. And 
it was to all human Appearance equally unlikely, 
at the Jews in Babylon ſhould ever return to their 
n Land. But God had promiſed in both Caſes, 
d God performed. And an Event more ſurpriz- 
g than either of theſe, yea, the moſt aſtoniſhing 
Mat could have happened, has alſo come to pals, 
Wit as God had ſaid. The promiſed Sg ED has been 

orn, and the Serpent has _— his Heel; and me- 
inks now not only God's Faithfulneſs, but even 
ie Nature of the Caſe itſelf, ſhould lead us to 
lieve, that the-SEED ball bruiſe his Head. 


L ; | 
45 Fox, aſter God has appeared to be fo :infiritel. 
\rria8222ed to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, as to 


ve his rov begotten Son, it can ſurely never once 
imagined, that he wants ſufficient Reſolution to 
Fry him thro' what yet remains to be done. 
Ax p He, who could ſend Pharaoh's Daughter to 
ke up Moſes, when an Infant, out of his Baſket of 
ulruſhes, and educate him in Pharaoh's Court, 
at he might be ſkilled in all the Arts ofgGovern- 
ent ; and when he had ſpent forty Years in this. 
tuation, baniſh him into the Land of Midian, that 
| the ſolitary Life of a Shepherd for another. forty 
ears, he might attain to be the meekeſt Man on 
Erth; that he might, by both, be thoroughly qua- 

12 8. _— 


Nan in the Kingdom mult have free Acceſs, to Cyt 


| 
| 
| 
1 
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lified for the Work deſigned him: And He, wh 
could take David from feeding his Father's She. 
and, after a Courſe of Trials, ſo exceeding neceſſary: 
prepare frail Man for high Honours and great . 
tulnels, exalt him to the Throne of Iirael,ſo thorougM': 
ly furniſhed to head their Armies and ſubdue tht y 
Foes, advance their external Grandeur, and . 
great Honour upon:their Religion And He, A 
could take Daniel, one of the Jewiſh Captives Mon 
Babylon, and raiſe him to ſuch high Honour n. 
great Authority, to be a Father to his People thou 
their ſeventy Years Captivity, and by his Mea 
(perhaps) influence Cyrus fo generoully:to rele cr 
them, and afiit them in theitrReturn : *® —And M1: 
nally, He, who could take a Number of poor illitecher 
Fiſhermen, and the perſecuting Saul, and by th. 
lay the Foundation of the Chriſtian Church, in Sp 
of the united Oppoſition of Earth and Hell-; a 
after their Death cauſe the Chriſtian Church'to i 
thro', yea, at laſt to triumph over, the ten bloo 
Perſecutions, and even conquer the Roman Empin 


as Daniel underſtood the Prophecies of Jeremiah, Whi 
had determined the Time of the Captivity to be 
Tears (Dan. IX. 2.) and had his Heart ſo much, in 
Affair of their Return, as to /et his Face to ſeek the 

by Faſting and Prayer: (ver. 3.) and being the d. 


(Dan, i.) fo nothing could be more natural than V mc 
thew him an a:cient Jewiſh Prophecy, wherein he 


mentioned by Name, near 200 Years ago, and poi. t. 


out as the Perſon who was to let go the Jewiſh Capti 
build Jeruſalem, and lay the Foundation of the Ten} 
Iſai. XLIV. 28. & Chap. XLV. 1—3. To which 
no doubt refers in his Proclamation. Ear. I. 2,3,4. *T Wu, 
« ſaithCytus King of Perſia, The Lord God of Heaven! Ion 
„given me all the Kingdoms of the Earth, and be 1 £46 
& CHARGED me to build him an Houſe at Jeruſal 

4% which is in Judah, Who is there among you, &. 


- 


coin, 
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d that which is ſtill more wonderful, to ſubſiſt to 
Day, notwithſtanding all the ſubtle ang cruel 
hefMlothods, which have for ſo many Hundred Years 
ay en taken by Antichriſt to extirpate Ws wc 
- Ut of the World :I ſay, He who could do theſe 
dug ings, cannot be at at a Loſs for Means, or want 
> thiWower, to effect the glorious Things foretold, Which 
d pt remain to be accompliſh'd. 

e, VI AND, what if Mankind are ever fo eſtranged ' 
ves Dom God ? And what if they are ever fo averſe to 
Ir al 8 2conciliation ? And what if Satan reigns in the 
> thifourts of Princes, in the Councils of the Clergy, 
well as in the Cottages of the Poor ? And what 
even the whole World in a Manner lies in Wick- 
nels ? So that a general Conflagration might ra- 


itefMcr be expected, as it is ſo eminently deleryved ;— 
e theſe Things any Bar 13-442 Way? | 
; the: theſe I. hings J Bari \ 


Wuar if king e - *(cd divine Grace 
pm the Beginning of the, Ad? What if they 


toe murdered. his Prop is, his- Son, and his 
blooWpoltlcs * What it they have reſiſted and orievegt 
npinle Holy Spirit, and perverted the DoQrines, and 
Ane counter to the Precepts of his holy Word? 
„ a, what if it appears that Mankind are really on 
be Fan's Side ? And this after all the kind Methods 


od has taken to reclaim a guilty Wor!d ? fo that 
en the beſt Man on Earth, or the kindeſt Angel in 
even might be diſcouraged, totally and finally 
ſcouraged, and think it never worth while to take 
y more Pains with ſuch a perverſe Race, but that 


he Iucre more ſuitable to the Rules of good Govern- 
Ar ent to reſign them to Deſtrudtion'? Are any, or 
2 h | 


meſe Things together, a ſufficient Bar to the 


— 


compliment of God's Deſigus, whoſe Good- 
Isis abſolutely infinite: 9 

nb HAT |! After the Son of God has been offered 
1 be Sacrifice of Atonement, to ſecure the Honour of 
eruſald} | 1 2 1 
u, & 


58 The M.. nnium. 


the divine Government, and open a Way for (| 
Honourable Exerciſe of his Grace]! What, afterth 
Meſſiah has been exalted to be aPrince and aSavioy 
to give Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ! Ah 
after all Power and Authority in Heaven and Ear 
' 3s given into his Hands, on Purpoſe to deftroy || 
Kingdom of Satan, and bring every Nation, Ki 
dred and Tongue, to bow the Knee to God! y 
when the infinitely wiſe Gcvernour of the Wo 
has before determined to permit the Wickedneſs| 
Mankind to come out and ſtand in fo glaring 
Light, and to ſuffer Satan fo long to Praiſe 3 
proſper ; to this very Purpoſe, that his Power, W 
dom and Grace might be the more effectualhy a 
the more gloriouſly diſplayed, in the Accompl 
ment of all his glorious Deſigns ! 
IxSTEAD of E-i-4 huaged. ſrom a Vier 
the paſt or the pi Atte of the _Jorld, as wil 
out the Light of aww? Revelation we thould 
wrally have been; methinks now, viewing all'Thin 


in the Light of holy Scripture, it muſt be perfe gi 
rational to conclude, that all theſe Things are a 
Preparatory, as an Introductien to the glorious D: an, 

| even, as all the cruel Bondage of Ifrael in ERM; 
p and all the N Conduct of Pharaoh, were Mid, 
f preparatory, as an Introduction to the gloriousE fear 
that God had then in his Eye. — And what . 
ſpeakable Honour will redound to God moſt H 

if after all the vile Conduct of this apoſtate Wan |;;. 

and notwithſtanding all their Ill-deſert, and after; 

the ſubtle Methods Satan has taken to make ati 
Kingdom ſtrong; I ſay, what unſpeakable Hong, 

will redound to God moſt High, if after all th5H:: ; 
Hould accompliſh his glorious Deſigns?— me. 


when Things have been ripening theſe Hog 
or fix Thouſand Years, and are now ſo nearly ene 
Way pr epared tor God tO get himſelf - great N. hapf 

44 "Us; 
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er Ma the totat Ag effg gen of. Satan's Kingdom, can 
viouWc once hnagine that God wiil.let the Opportunity 
' it lip ? Or rather, ought-we not. firmly to believe, 


an when ever „Thing is quite rip then Nod 
. e Am, and. banane 
e ch with. his Gry ff a 916 bagonus 17101 


1 yt ect ATL V, coding; rat As. es Rand, 
Wo ke, Jonour: of al hs, glonious Pecſechiob lies at 
nels tak S. For, everſinee ther Ax MIGHTY gave out. the 
ring Vord, that % deed ef the enam howldfirmiſe the. dere 
iſe N Hrad, even from that very, Days that old der- 
„ Wi<ot,, with, all his Subtity, bas empleyeg his whoa 
ly Mower to defeat the divine eſiggsd / maintaimbis 


gee Abe NV. 9969 and ,ejcape, the dreayful 
ow. —He ſtirred up Lats kill bis brothers and 
View: cr lett til the Whole Earth was filled with Vios 
nce, which bog. on the general Deluge. And 
6x,the Flood. hw 26, jngy{lriqusa0: dvertMagking 
o the Know edge 33g Mor prot Ae trug Lett 
pd to-gftablith ldolatyy.and there fh p De 
allthe Kings ot the Earth ndunęr Chriſ⸗ 
ty appeared, be has turnech himſelf intelexexy 
na pg to defeat the giazious, Deßans of the Goſpel, 
d has prevailed; and reigned abgys ima; Fhouſand 
cara theHead gf the grand, Amishriſtian Apoflat 

Ang, toald the; Al: . later him torggion 
dprolpsry ard; finally; pr cVnlh yeh at. Whuid bgm 
his O great Name? ,And.bgw great youre 
ar Triupp! „ in the iafernal” Regions, to think; 
at in Spight of God;and pf his Son, from the Be- 
ang to the End .of the World, they have held 


c 2 conftant War, kept the Fie'd, and attlaſt 
7 þ * e tetore, as when 
ele 


0d. repeats, thgmwonger{yl,, Works, whicly; he bad 
rly ene for Icraehip these Days of old, in the XXth. 
at N hapfer, of Fmbiel, hie conſtantiy -iays, 4 "ns 
CT Muc, la nere, Ilie Cale. * 

18 
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upon it, Satan will meet with an Overthrow,as not. 


might fall into, in their Interpretation of Daniel's 


his Kingdom, as tho' it was to be of this World 


when the 1260 Years of Antichrift's Reign ſha 


5 
The Millennium. 


he do it again, and that in the moſt eminent Mat 


ner. As it is written, The ZEAL 
wll perform this. Iſai. IX. 7. 
Sc that, in a Word, if almighty Power and in- 
finite Wiſdom, at the Head of the Univerſe, inf. 
nitely engaged,are a ſufficient Match for the Guilty, 
impotent Powers of Darkneſs, then we may depend 


of the Lord of Hlft 


able as did Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the Red-Sex 
And as proud Babylon, once the Miſtreſs of King 
doms, is now no more; ſo myſtical Babylon ſha 
fink as a Millſtone in the Sea, and riſe no more fo 
ever. And e 
VII. WHAT EVER Miſtakes the Jewiſh Rabbi 


Weeks, and in their Attempts to fix the precil 
Time of the Meſſiah's coming; and whatever mil 
taken Notions any of them had about the Nature d 


and He to appear in all earthly Grandeur; an 
altho* his Coming, to ſome might ſeem to be 
long delayed, that they began to give up all Hope 
of it, and to contrive ſome other Meaning to all ib 
ancient Prophecies, or even to call in Queſtion thi 
Inſpiration of the Prophets: yet neither the Miſtake 
of ſome, nor the Infidelity of others, at all alter 
the Cale. Days and Months and Years haſtene 
along, and one Revolution among the Kingdo! 
of the Earth followed upon another, till the Ful, 
ef Time was come, till all Things were ripe ; au 
then, Beho!d, the Mess1am was born, Even lo 
mall be now. vw = ; 
 "Wnartever Miſtakes Chriſtian Divines may f 
into, in theirl;,terpretation of 666,theNumber of il 
Beaſt, or iu their Endeavours to fix the preciſe H 


ſo 


begin and end; or whaiever wrong Noitons 
| har 
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fan ve had, or may have about the Nature of the 
ft Wilenoium,as tho'Chriſt was to reign perſonally on 

irth ; and if ſome, mean while, begin to think, 
in- at all Things will go on as they have done, and 
inf conclude, that the the Expectation of theſe glori- 
lt, us Days, Which bas prevailed in the Chriſtian 
pendhurch from the Beginning is merely 2 groundlefs 
not incy: Vet none of thefe Things will at all alter 
Sele Caſe. Days and Months and Years will haſten 
Ang Nong, and one Revolution among the Kingdoms of 
e Earth follow upon another, until the Fulneſs of 
me is come, till all things are ripe for the Event 
athen the Miniſters of Chriſt will accompliſh in 
cality, what St. John ſaw in his Viſions::— 7 /aw 
| Angel fly in the Midft of Heaven, having the everlaſting 
oſpel to preach unto them that dwell on the Earth, and 
every Nation and Kindred, and Tongue and People, 
e. XIV. 6.) And then fF-ail it come to paſs,that 
Vail of Ignorance, which hath ſo long ſpread over 
Nations, /hall be deſiroyed (Iſai. XXV. 7.) and 
nowledge ſhall fo greatly increaſe, that it ſhall be 
tho" the Light of the Moon were as the Light of tha 
n, and the 2 of the Sun ſeven feld (Jai. XXX. 


on .) until the Knowledge of the Lord cover the Barth, 
iſtake e Waters dr the Sea, ( Tar XI. 9.) And then 


ere /hall be nothing to hurt or offend in all God's holy 
Cuntuin. For Babylon ſhall fall, Satan be bound, 
d Chriſt will reign, and Truth and Righteouſneſs 
werſally prevail, a Thouſand Years, | 


REMARKS and INFERENC ES. 


I. Wr x, therefore, our Saviour in the Davs of 
$5 Fleſh, denominated his Followers a little Flock, 
dm the Smalineſs of their Number, he had noDe- 
n to teach us, that this would always be the Caſe. 
r alto” it was very true, that hisFlock was at that 

| F 4 11018 
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Time a αννe Fit ; 1yetithe Day was comingg wha 

ab e {heuld leaven! the wwhele Lump. ( Ma 

IH; 33.) and the Stone cut cut without, Hands thou 

5 l. @.greet Mauutain, and fo the whole: Card 

au. 11.'25.),,,,90, ati". it was a Saying VEIN .2þ 

1 phcable not only to gur. Saviour s Dave byt, toj ma 
ther Periog obne Church, thatiuaty as Ealld a 

i 0 are cleſen j vet it dus nat henge follow, that iz 
. Will be the Caſe when a Nation hai 48. horn Tr, a 1g 
and allithePeople ull be righteous. ., Arid. altho' ut þ 
commonly been ſoghatof the Hang who have ſougk 
la. enter in at te; fruit Gates but Faw haue beeu gh 
and the Generalit 711 havs fr oy Age" to; Age gg 

| { or broad Lay 7e Leads. d Deſtrugtion ie 


F ſhall be quite otherwiſegwhen Satan baund, thallW'or 
| | geceive the Nations no nere; and when 4% ite 
F know the Lord ſiam the leaſi to the, gr cate}, when hu 
Kang: man i! eGregin fs of. theKing: 2 ide, the Wh vare 


" * m 


Hagrens, ſhall d given vo ihe; Hege of. the Sints2f i ura 
Toft; H, orie is very plain, that theſe and ſud alt 
ike Exprolions uſcg;;by, our Savipur, which, en 

applicable to the then-timcs, and to moſt', tun 

Perwgs, when the Number ef true Conv WS haßhnov 

been comparatively very ſmall, were never de liguepenit 

to.be applicable to that glorious Period yet to, come A. 

which is to be the grand Harveſt-Timeg whend hat 1 

Fewus, (ho, are to this Day tor that,vecry, Parpok 
dee. 0 divine Provigence preſerxod a, dittig dt pi 

Poon le) and % Fu Le of the Gentiles Hall cams, nere 

Nor can it be right to interpret ſuch Expreſſions! | 

ſuch a Senſe, as I render! hem inconſuitent- wien 

j | what the Scriptures ſo pi-in!y teach ſhall bet oly 

1 Ca in the latter 1ays. 4lrerefgreg,; >; 77" , 

2. NGTWIT HS. ad DING hitheglogbut few ba 

| | — ſaved, there is, no Ex ide: ner buk thatryeht 

greater Part of, Alankiad mav be ſaved, Nothit 


. an be asdZgenU this A {ug A k-xproſuns 
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ave been juſt mentioned, for the Reaſon already 
whelWuzzeſted. Nor can any Thing be argued from any 
Aber Paſſages of Scripture ; for the Scripture no 
houWrhere teaches, that the greateſt Part of the whole 
Laim anRace will finally periſh. I am ſenſible, many 
ry.plMcem to take this for granted, and they are greatly 
; eMirengthened in thisBelief, from a View of the awful 
tte Mankind have been in from the Beginning of 
de World to this Day. But if we ſhouldeven 
U rant, that hitherto not One in ten Thouſand have 
een ſaved, yet it may come to paſs (there may be 
ime enough for it, and Men enough yet born} 
ſay, it may yet come to paſs, that by far the grea- 
eſt Part of Mankind may be ſaved. 

For,as theScriptures conſtantly teach, that in theſe 
lorious Days, univerſal Peace ſhall prevail; and 
nſtead of War, the Nations ſhall employ their Time 
n uſeful Labour, fall beat their Swords into Plow- 
bares,and their Spears inta Pruning-hbooks ;, ſo it will na- 


e W 

-; of (WW urally come to paſs, that Mankind, who are now in 
dest Multitudes deſtroyed in the Wars from one 
n eneration to another, will be greatly increaſed in 
„th 


umbers, and plentifully provided for. Only re- 
ove Wars, Famines, and all thoſe deſolating jj of 
ents, which the Sins of Mankind have from Age 
J Age brought down on a guilty World, and tet 
hat univerſal Peace and Proſperiry take Place, which 
Indeed will naturally reſult from the ſincere Practice 
t pure Chriſtianity, and Mankind will naturally 
Increaſe, and ſpread, and fill all the Earth. And 
bile every one improves his Time well, and is di- 
rent in his Calling, according to the Rules of our 
oly Religion, and alt Luxury, Intemperance and 
xtravagance are banifht from the Nations of the 


LaÞ-rth, it is certain that this Globe will be able to 
wel öſtain with Food and Raiment, a Number of Inha- 
hi urants immenſely greater than ever yet dwelt on it 
| 4 al 
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3 
at a Time. And now if a theſe ſnall know the Lord fun | 
the leaſſ to the greate/t, as the Scripture afferts, ſo th 
the Kiizwledge of the Lord ſpall fil the Earth as the HA tt 
ters cover the tor a Thouland Ycars together, ie! 
may caſi! Ys yea, it will naturally come to pals, th ou 
there will be more ſaved in theſe Thouſand YeargMho 
then ever before dwelt upon the Face of the LarthMWppc 
from the Foundation of the World. 
© SOME indeed underſtand the Thouſand Years in 
the Revelation agreable to other prophetical Num: 
bers in that Book, a Nay for a Year. S0 the Tin 
and Times, and half a Time, i. e. three Years and a 
half, and the forty two Months, and the 1200 Day 
are no doubt to be reckoned, And if the dai 
Period is to be reckoned by this Rule, it ſhould ſex 
that the lic ht Period ſhould likewiſe, For otim 
Wiſe the dark Period, which, in-that Book is repre 
Teiited to be the ſhorteſt, will indeed be the long. 
"The 1260 Days longer then the 1000 Years, —anlh 
If the 1000 Years is reckoned a Day for a Year, 
the Seripture-Vear contains 360 Days, ſo the 1c: 
Years will amount to 360, eoo Years. , In whic 
there might iind; aved, to Qne that has be 
Joſt. — But not to inſiſt upon this, If this giorio 
Period is to laſt only a Thouſand Years literally 
there may be many more ſaved than loſt, 

Ir it be granted, that it is difficult to comput 
with any 25 mar in ſuch a Caſe as this, yet it! 
eaſy to make ſuch a Computation as may ſatis!y 
in the Point before us. For in Egypt the Hebren 
doubled at the Kate of about once in 14 Yeats 
in Nero. England the Inha1 tants double in leſs tha 
25 Years; it will be moderate therefore to ſuppoſt 

lankind in the Millennium, when all the Earth! 
full of Peace and Proſperity, will double every; 
Years, But at this Rate, there will be Time g 


nough | in a Thouſand Nears to duubie twenty [1 Wi 
| hie 
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W r ha 
5 Phich would proditce ſuch a Multitude of People, 
Na chat altho' we ſhould ſuppoſe all who live befors 


he Millennium begins, to be, loſt; yet if all theſe 


ler if 
tia:1u!d be ſaved, there would be above ſeventeen 
"ears bouſand ſaved,to One that would be loſt. As may 


LarthWppcar trom the Table below. 


4 1 
? ; , * 
a FACS 1 15 
* 1 % 
3. Tas 
1 ks * MP, in 


ars it rr 
Nun e - 2 | ls the firſt Colamn, we 
Tl >  -- © | = | have the 20 Periods, "which 


b * = 8 loco Years will make, at 50 


nd ; ' } — , 
D 1 © 16 Years to a Period. — In the 
5 0 1 32 | ſecond Column, we ſee in 

* n af. 04 what Proportion Mankind will 


fern R — 128 increaſe, if they are ſuppoſed 


NG » 256 to double inevery 50 Vears. 
ey 512 | Arthe Eod of the firſt Fifty 
1 oo - - 1024 | Years, there will be two for 
— a - - .- 2048 | one. And ſo on - Atthe End 
ar, 4999 | of the 20th period, there will 
100m -  - 8192 | be above aMillion for one — 
which, 1 N 16384 No / ſuppoſe the World to 
LES --- =... 3220 122 Years. before the 
oriolſ® - -- 65530 | Milleanium— and ſuppoſe it 


-. - 131072 in every Age to be as full of 
- - 202144 | [nhabitants as it will be when 
* 3524288 | the Miilennium begins ——> 
N $5 1048570 And ſuppoſe, through all the 


al 
era 


mput 


et it! 8 
N — — | 6000. Years, all the, Inhabi- 
ben Sum total. 2,097,150 | tants of the Earth to have 


id off and new ones come in their Room, at the Rate of 
nee in 50 Years — ooo Years, at 50 Years to a Period, 
il be 120 Periods 120 Worlds full all loſt, ſuppoſe 


ears 
s tha 


pol 
gt yet by the Table we ſee, that the 7ihPeriod alone (which 
ery z 128) would more than counter ballauce the Whole 


me e Suppoſe all before the Millennium Joſt = 120 
wet Suppoſe all in the Millennium ſived '= 2097150 
Which Then 120: 2097 150: : 1: 17456 iff; QUE! . 
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3. Tux Periods paſt, that have been ſo dat 
ought to be conſidered as introductory to hit 
bright and glorious Scene, and in various Reſpediſo" 
as preparatory thereto, nat 
AN apoſtate Race, who had joined with the falle 
Angels in a Courſe of Rebellion againſt the Gover 
nor of the Univerſe, ' might juſtty have been far 
faken of God, and given up to a State of perfe( 
Darkneſs and Woe, from Generation toGeneration 
entirely under the Power of the Prince of Darkne 
What has happened, in dark Ages paſt, may help 
a- little to realize what might juſtly always have be 
the woul State of a fallen World. e have h 
a Specin en of the dreadful Nature and Tendency 
Satan's Government, in all the Idolatry, W ickedy 
and Woe, which have filled the World. Andy 
have ſeen a- little what is in the Heart of fallen Ma 
who have ſlain the Lord's Frophets, erucified his S9 
and ſhed the Blood of Thouſands, yea of Millic 
of his Servants. And what has happened may ht 
us to realize a- little what muſt have been the dt 


That is, above 17000 would be ſaved, to One loſt ; whi 
was the Point to be proved. —Therefore nothing hind! 
+ but that the greateſt Part of Mankind may yet be ſaved, 
God fo pleaſes. There is Time enough for it, and may 
Men enough yet born. And if theſe Calculations « 
ſerve to clear up tis, they anſwer the End propoſed. Vi 
Proportion of Mankind will finally be ſaved, and what | 
none can tell. It is no where revealed. God was not obly 
to ſave One out of all this guilty loſt World. Hithertoſpuld 
Generality may haye periſhed : and the Lord is Righteous 
But who can tell, to what a Degree God may yet glority iat 1s 
Grace? The holy Scriptures encourage us to look for Thi 
exc4:ding great and glorions ; even, for ſuch Events a5 qu 
put A new. Face on all God's paſt Diſpenſations. (Sce 
foliowing Sermons on the Wiſdom of Ced in the Peru 
Six.) | 


f a fallen World, if Grace had never interpoſed. 
t the ſame Time it hath appeared, after the beſt 
Wontrived Experiments have been ſufficiently tried, 
Wat it is not in the Heart of fallen Man to repent, 


hatſoever; whereby the abſolute Neceſſity of the 
terpoſition of ſupernatural Grace hath been ſet in 
emoſt glaring Light, And now, if after all Goc 
ould effectually interpoſe, deſtroy the Influence o 


cover Mankind to God, and cauſe Truth and 


| * . 
yu zhteouſneſs at laſt to prevail; it would appear to 
* tlc altogether of God, of his ownMere ſelf- moving 


oodneſs and ſovereign Grace. And after ſo long 


* d ſore a Bondage, Mankind will be the more ſen- 
10 ee ſof the Greatneſs of the Deliverance. Nor 
Mun it ever be ſaid by a proud and haughty World, 


We did not, Need the Influences of divine Grace 
to bring us right;“ Whenas all other Methods 


been ſufficiently tried, and tried in vain. But 
e Sued i ſay, What could have been done 
1 more to reclaim Mankind, that I have not done? 


And to what Purpoſe would it have been, o have 
taken one Step further ? I tried them enough. 
There was no Hope. Their Heart was a Heart 
of Stone. Therefore, behold, I, even 1 will 
take away the Heart of Stone, and give an Heart 
of Fleſh ; and an apoſtate World ſhall be aſham- 
ed and confounded, and ſhall never open their 
Mouth, when I ſhall do all theſe Things for them.“ 
We areapt to wonder why theſe glorious Days 
uld be ſo long delayed, if God indeed intends ſuch 
erey to Men. But God infinitely wiſe, knows 
at is beſt 3——knows how to conduct the Affaires 
the Univerſe ; knows when is the fitteſt Time tg 
roduce this glorious State of Things; knowg, 
Pen Matters will be ay og and every Thing 


lg 


ſaved, 
| may! 
ons 
1. Wi 
phat i 
c obli 
herto! 
teous. 
lorify 
or Thi 
ts 28 
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or can he be brought to it by any external Means 


atan, ſcatter the Darkneſs which fills the World, 
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in the moral World prepared; ſo that this glorious 
wr may be uſhered in to the beſti Advantage, 
a Manner moſt ſuited to honour God and his Son, 
to humble a haughty World, and to diſappoint $; 
tan moſt grievouſly, after all his wilySchemes, grex 
Succeſs, and high ExpeRations :—I ſay, God knoy 
when this will be: And this is the very Time he lu 
Axed upon for this glorious Work. 

4. IT therefore becomes all the Followers 
Chriſt, in their ſeveralSpheres,in under firmBelief , 
theſe Things, to be of good Courage, and exe 
themſelves to the utmoſt, in the Uſe of all props 


Means, to ſuppreſs Error and Vice of every Kind F. 
and promote the Cauſe of Truth and Righteouſr ne 
in the World; and ſo be Workers together vil de 
God, on 

Ir one ſtood at the Head of this glorious Arm of 
which has been in the Wars above theſe five Tho ſe: 
ſand Years, and has lived thro' many a Urea la! 
Campaign, and were allowed to make a Speech if de: 
theſe veteran Troops upon this glorious Theme, anc 
might lift up his Voice, and ſay, “ Hail, noble H 514 
© roes | brave Followers of the Lamb ! Your ral. 

* neral has ſacrificed his Life in this gloriousCaul all 

c and ſpoiled Principalities and Powers on tif you 
& Crcſs ! and now helives and reigns. He reig Cor 


£ on high, with all Power in Heaven and Earth ump 
* his Hands. Your Predeceſſors, the Prophet th 
* Apoſtles and Martyrs, with undaunted Courſſlievi 
£ have marched into the Field of Battle, and e will 
« quered dying! and now reign in Heaven! Furr 
« hold, ye are riſen up in their Room, are enga} 
4 jn the ſame Cauſe, and the Time of the laſt n aſi 
c neral Battle draws on, when a glorious Vitor"'y 


«& to be won. And altho' many a valiant Sold Life 
*« may be ſlain in the Field; yet the Army the 


6 drive all before them at laſt, And Satan belle w! 
„ conquer 
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ron conquered, and all the Powers of Darkneſs driven 
e, u out of the Field, and confined to the bottomleſs 
Son Pit, ye ſhall reign with Chriſt a thouſand Years, 
reign in Love and Peace, while Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs ride triumphant thro” the Earth, _— 
Wyerefore lay aſide every Weight, and, with 


gird up your Loyns, and with all the ſpiritual 
Weapons of Faith, Prayer, Meditation, Watch- 
fulneſs, &c. with redoubled Zeal and Courage 
fall on your ſpiritual Enemies. - Slay every Luft 
prop that yet lurks within, as knowing your domeſlic 
Kind Foes: axe the moſt dangerous. And with Gentle- 
uſed neſs, Meekneſs and Wiſdom, by your holy Con- 
y duct, your pious Examples, your kind Inſtructi- 
ons, your friendly Admonitions, ſpread theSavour 
of divine Knowledge all around you, as ye are 


Jabouring to win Souls to Chriſt, to indnce the 
deluded Followers of Satan to deſert his Camp, 
and inliſt as Volunteers under your Prince Mrs. 
NAA. And if the Powers of Darkneſs ſhould 
ur rally all their Forces, and a general Battle thro? 
Carl all the Crhiſtian World come on; O, love not 
on NM jour Lives to the Death ! Sacrifice evcry earthly 
reig Comfort in the glorious Caute ! Sing the Tri— 
art umphs of your victorious General, in Priſons and 
-opheſF at the Stake! And die - couragiouſly, firmly be- 
lieving the Cauſe of Truth and Righteouſnefs 
will finally prevail.“ . 
WRELY it is infinitely unbecoming the Followers 


lim who is King of Kings and Lord of Lerds, to 
laſt In aſide to earthly Purſuits, or to fink down in un- 
ion y Diſcouragements, or to give Way to Sloth 
t Sold Liteminazy, when there is ſo much to be done, 


the glorious Day is coming on. How ſhould 
ile who handle the Pen of the Writer, exert 
G 2 them- 


your Hearts wholly intent on this grand Affair, 


ſcattered here and there thro' a benighted World; 
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Sabbath to Sabbath, with Sermons full of Knoy 


for that magnificent Edifice, on which hisHeart 


faint under any Diſcouragements ; as know ing) 


[ 
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themſelves to explain and vindicate divine Truth 
and paint the Chriſtian Religion in all its nat, 
Glories ? How ſhould the Pulpit be animated, fru 


ledge and Light, full cf Spirit and Life, full of Ze 
for God, and Love to Men, and tender Pity to inf; 
tuated Sinners ? Chriſt loves to have his Mivift 
faithful, whether the Wicked will hear or not, 
And Jet pious Parents be unwearied in their Praye 
for, and Inſtructions of their Children, and ney 


Chriſt is exalted to give Repentance and Rcmill 
of Sins, and can do it for whom he will. Bring yo 
Children and Friends, with all their ſpiritual Dj 
eaſes, and lay them at his Feet; as once they d 
their Sick, when this kind Saviour dwelt onEarth. 
Let pious Perſons of every Age, and in every Cap 
city, awake from Sleep, and ariſe from the Dead, 
hive and act worthy their glorious Character and hi 
Expectations; and in their ſeveral Stations ext 
themſelves to the utmoſt to promote the Redeeme 
glorious Cauſe. —Let this Age do their Share, 
David, altho' the Temple was not to be bu 
in his Day, yet exerted himſelf to lay up Mater 


intently ſet ; as knowing, that in his Son's Da 
would be ſet up in all its Glory. So let us rile 
2nd with the greateſt Alacrity contribute our ut! 
towards this Building, this living Temple, this 1 is C: 
ple all made of lively Stones, of Stones alive, in wilfVher 
God is to dwell, and which will infinitely excecdſſÞxcify 
Glory the Temple of Solomon, that was built to h 
dead Timber and lifeleſs Stones. —And let this d re 
our daily Prayer, an Anſwer to which we may F thy 
aſſured of, whatever other Requeſts are denied urſe}y 
Our Father which art in Heaven, &c.—for thine i; w. 
Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, for ener. 1 MHFhich, 
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YE thought Evil ag M. ; but G 


meant it wnto Good 


— 


eeme 
are, COB being dead and buried, and Joſeph till - 
e bill | Governor over all the Land of Egypt, his guilty 


[ater] 
>art 
; Da 
riſe 
r un 
is Te 
n whi 


Brethren began to be afraid, that Joſeph, in 
'hoſe Power they now were, and at whoſe Mercy . 


uman, barbarous Deed they had formerly commit- 
d, in felling him for a Slave, notwithſtanding all 
s Cries and Tears, and the Anguiſh of his Soul. 
'herefore having firſt ſent Meſſengers to him, to 
xceedEicify him, and beg his Pardon; they venture at laſt - 
built to his Preſence, and fall down before his Face, 
this d reſign to his Mercy, ſaying, “ Behold, we be 
a thy Servants.” i. e. Ve have nothing to ay for 
nie 

ine i 


; we ſurrender ourſelves to thy Diſpoſal, Upon 
AMK 


uch, Joſeph ſaid unto them, « Fear not” any Harm 


he WIS DO of God 


iey now lay, would requite them Evil, for the in- 


urſelves ; we are _— guilty ; we are in thy Po ]- 


from 
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ſrom me. For am I in the Place of Gon,” ti 7 
righteous Judge of the World, to whom Vengeand t 
belongs, and with whom you had Need make you o! 
Peace] Tis true indeed; ye ated a barbarous en 

cruel Part, Ve tho't Evil againſt me: but God 7 

who had the ordering of the whole Affair, “ meaWhus 

it for God, to bring to paſs. as it is this Day, Maly 

1 ſave much People alive.” And while I beh. 7 

the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 6f God, ſo conſpicuoWn( 

in this Diſpenſation, I have noDiſpoſition to revengliit w: 
the Injury you did me. Therefore fear not: for uſſim, 

ſtead of requiting you the Evil, you are ſenſible je v 

deſerve, tor your iil Treatment of me, I will rathaWb(a 
in Imitation of God, who. hath been fo kind to nag, 

in all my Diſtreſſes, treat you with all Good L. 


«+ I will nouriſh you and your little Ones. Thu bi 
comſorted them, and ſpake kindly to them.“ df th 
Ax the ſame Time Joſeph viewed the Condud Foul! 
bis Brethren, and conſidered their Temper and VP U 
ſigns, and the Heinousneſs of their Crime; he at th 
Lcheid the Hand of God, which he as plainly la} Ut 
in the, u hole Affair, permitting and over-ruling oth. 
Erethren's Sin, to anſwer good and noble Endiſp a r 
And tlis indiſpoſed him to any angry Reſentment Li; 
and framed his Soul only to, Gratitude to God, in 
JLove and Kindneſs to his Brethren. His ſeeing ant 
Hand of God in it, or to uſe his own Language, Þ 2 
ſceing thut “ God meant” he ſhould be fold, ancon 
that it was “ God who ſentzhim thither,” togetl ie C 
with me happy Experience he had had of the VF 7! 
dom and Coodneſs of God in the Affair, not oo 


prepared him to forgive his Brethren ; but to Fant 
them with all potlible Tenderneſs, and frateialer 
Gocdneſs, So tk:t he was not only fully fatisiffory. 


ch a 
eatel 


in the Wiſdom of God in the Permiſſion of | 
Sin; but was thereby the better prepared to do 
"Duty, 


Docta2fl * Jo 


in the Permiſſion” of Stx. 73 


DocrRINE. A Sight of the Wiſdom of God 
n the Permiſſion of Sin, is very. uſeful to promote 


7 
wel 


ean | Not 
 youſWHolineſs of Heart and Life: It has a great Ten- 
is anWency to make us feel right, and behave well. f 

300 Tust was with Joſeph, as we have ſeen, And 


hus it was with 75, who, while the Sabeans wick- 


nea 

y, ay robbed. him, eyed the Hand of God, and ſaid, 
xehd* The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
cuodWncd bleſſed be the Name of the Lord.““ And thus. 


engt was with: David, while Shimei wickedliy abuſed 
or im, £0412 along on the Hill over againſt him} as 


le e was fleeing out of Jeruſalem from the Hands of 


atheſWbſalom his. Sen, and curled: him as he went, ſay- 
to Mag. Come out, come out, thou bloody Man.” — 
dre Let him Curſe” ſays David, “ for the Lord hath 
hun bidden bim.”+ I juſtly deſerve it at the Hands 
f the, Majeity of Heaven, againſt whom I have grie- 


JutFoully ſinned. —— A bloody Man indeed I am !— 
1d DID Urich / Uriah I ſhall never forget the Blood 
he r the valiant: Uri / * 7 e 

ly bor it is needleſs, to multiply Inſtances. For 
ing Nothing 1s plainer, than that it muſt tend to bring us 
Endo a rigiut Lemper of Mind, in every Circumitance 
ment Life, to view infinite Wiſdom, as ordering all 
d, a ings, which concern us, in the wiſeſt and. beſt 
ing Wanner. Nor could any Tho't be more ſhocking 
ge, p 2 pious Mind, than to conceive the Dziry as 
d, Maconcerned in humanAfﬀairs, —the Devil ruling in 
ogetlic Children of Diſobedience without Confrou!,and 


e VE! Things jumbling along in this wicked World, 
ot oy ithout. the leaſt Proſpect of any good End ever io 
to ue anfwered. But if all Things, good and bad, are 
rater the Government of infinite Wiſdom ; ths 
atitords a ſure Proipe& of a happy Iiſue. And under 
of ch a wiſe and periect Government, we have the 
do FWeateſt Induceme::t to go 0: cheartully in the Ways 

of 
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of our Duty; having always an implicit Faith in th 4 
- ſupreme Ruler of the Univerſe. _—- Wherefore, Min, 
Truth of the Doctrine being thus plain and evidentMWs n 
1 ſhall only attempt to ſhew, n 


I. Waar we are to underftand by God's . 
mittling Sin. And, | Na! 
II. Tas Viſdom of God in the Permiſſion ( eſt 
Sin. And then, 6. 


III. ConcLuDe with a practical Improvement, 


I. WHaT are we to underſtand by God's en 
mitting Sin? | 

t. Nor that He loves Sin, or that there is: 
Thing in theNature of Sin that he: approves of. I 
it is the abominable Thing, which his Soul hatet 
When he viewed the Temper, Conduct and Defy 
of Joſeph's Brethren, they each of them appeart 
perfectly odious in his Eyes. Their Envy and M 


lice he abhorred : their cruel and barbarous Def '! 
he deteſted : their Deſign intimated in that Sayin f 7 
„And then ſhall we ſee what will become. of Nen 
„ Dreams,” * he perfectly - diſapproved... ak 
2. Mock leſs are we to imagine, that God ie 
permitting Sin deprives the Sinner of the Freed ee 
of his Will. Joſeph's Brethren felt themſelves Hand 
Liberty; and in the whole Affair acted accord f h 
to their own Inclinations, —juſt as they pleaſed. b 
3. Gop's permitting Sin conſiſts merely in epe! 
hindering of it. He ſaw, that Jofeph's Brethren pre 
conſidering their Temper, and how they had th. icht 
Brother out in the Field, and how that the Iſhmum! 
litin Merchants would ſoon come by, Sc. of 3 
would certainly ſell him, unleſs he intcrpol'© Re 
to hinder it. And He could have hindered th _ 
's, 


felling, as eaiily as he hindered their murdering hit 
But he did not. He let them take their Courle. 3 a 
4. * 


„Gen. XXXVII. 20, 


in th 
re, th 
ident 


'S fi 


ion 


cht conduct with all Fidelity 


in the Permiſſion of SN, 75 


4, Avxp yet it is ſelf-evident, God never permits 
in, in the Character of an unconcerned Spectator, 
not caring howAfairs go; but as having weighed 
|| Circumſtances and Conſequences. Therefore, 

5. God never permits Sin, but only then, when, 
n the whole, all "Things conſidered, he judges it 
eſt not to hinder it. And therefore, 

6. AT whatever Time God forbears to interpoſe, 
o hinder the Commiſſion of any Act of Sin, he is 


'Wot only juſtifiable in his Conduct, but even com- 


endable and praiſe-worthy ; becauſe he has choſen 
act in the wiſeſt and beſt Manner. But this 
ads me, 

Il. To ſhew the 1/:/dom of God in the Permiſſion 
Sin. And I will in the firſt Place begin with 
me Inftances that are more plain and eaſy, and 


Wicrwards proceed to what is more intricate and 


ificult, | 
iſt INsTANcE. And to begin with the Affair of 


F 7: —— There needs little to be ſaid, to ſhew 


je manifold Wiſdom of God in it — For it does 
ot appear,that God could, as Things were circum- 
anced, have taken a better Method for the Ad- 
ancement of Joſeph to be Governor over all the 
and of Egypt, than this. It was a Method ſuited 


humble Joſeph, and wean him from the World, 


nl bring him to an entire Reſignation to God, and 
hependence upon, and Devotedneſs to him; and 
prepare him for ſo high a Station, that in it he 
to Pharaoh, and 
umility, Goodneſs and Cendeſcenfion to all around 


In; to the Honour of the God of Iſrael, and to 


e Reputation of true Religion, in the midſt of a 


Neople linking down faſt into Idolatry and Wicked- 


tis, It was a Method ſuited to give him a high 


Mater in the Eyes of Pharaoh, and in the Eyes 


all Egypt; as one dear to the great God, full of 
Wiſdom 


76 Tie MWIspou of God, 


Wiſdom and Benevolence, and the fitteſt Man iy 
Egypt to be ſo highly advanced and ſo far betruſte 
From a poor Priſoner, he roſe ſoon to ſo high 
Character, and was ſo highly eſteemed, as to 
come a FATHER to Pharaoh, and to all Egypt. 

Nor does it appear, that, as Fhings were cl 
eumſtanced, God could have taken a better Methy 
than this, to provide for the Suſtenance of Jacob 
Family, of the Egyptians, and of the Natian 
throughout the Land of Canaan, thro' a Famine 
ſevenYears Continuanee. It was a Method ſuitedt 
diſpoſe Pharaoh, and all Egypt, to receive Jacob 
Family kindly, and give them a hearty Welcome 
as they were the Kindred of Joſeph, their gre 
Benefactor. It was a Method ſuited to humble 
f:ph's Brethren, and not only to bring them to he 
pentance for theirSin, but to a better Lemper ing 
neral. And, as the ſelling of Joſeph had be 
Matter of ſevere Trial to Jacob, who verily thous 
him dead, and expected to go down to the Gral 
forrowing ; fo, in the Iſſue, the whole was ſuit 


abundantly to eftablifh him in the Belief of A 
Being and Perfections of God, and of his Govenjs in 
ment of the World; and to give him an aftectingÞRt « 
raviſhing Senſe of the Holineſs, Wiſdom, Goodnelgſen!: 
Power and Faithfulneſs of the God of Abraham, ne 
Father; and to confirm him in the Expectation d o 
the Accompliſhment of all God's Promiſes. Ad 
in the mean Time, the Egyptians, and all the Mä a 
tions inhabiting the Land ot Canaan, were provid Dr. 
for with Food thro' a long and fore Famine, inn G 
Manner ſuited to convince them of the Vanity d! 
their Idols, and to bring them to an high Eſteem ever. 
theGod of the Hebrews, to whoſe kind. InterpoſitiqF's an 
their whole Support was owing, And thus God fem 


not himſelf without Witneſs, in that dark and h ove 
nighted Age of the World, when all md : dhe. 


king faſt down into Idolatry. For the whole Af. 


an It 

we ir of the ſelling of Joſeph, of the Conduct of his 
igt iftreſs, of his unſhaken Virtue, of his Impriſon- 
to belfent, of his interpreting the Dreams of his Fellaw- 


loners, of his being bro't to Pharaoh's Court and 


t. | 
; terpreting his Dreams, of his Advancement, and 


e cin 


lethal all his Conduct in that high Station, would 
acoblturally be noiſed abroad, not only through- 
atio all Egypt, but alſo thro? all the Land of Canaan, 


m whence they daily came intoEgypt for Bread; 
1, the News of theſe Thirgs would be apt to fly 
and wide among all the Nations round about, to 
Glory of the true God, and to the Honour of the 
e Religion, and to the Condemnation of an idola- 
dus World, who had forſaken the Lord Jehovah, 
| gone after Idols, that could neither ſee, nor 
ar, nor help. All which good Ends, and many 
ore, God had in View. Wherefore, 

ALTHOUGH Joſeph's Brethren ated a very wick» 
, cruel, God-provoking Part, in ſelling their Bro- 
er, notwithſtanding all his Cries and Tears and 
: Anguiſh of his Soul, with an envious, malicious 
| impious Intention to prevent the Accompliſh- 
Rt of his divine Dreams, ſcoffingly ſaying among 
emſelves, „And then we ſhall ſee what will be- 
me of his Dreams :” Yet, at the ſame Time, the 
od of Abraham acted truly like himſelf, a noble, 
50d-like Part, in letting them take their Courſe, 
th a Defign to over-rule it as he did,to accompliſh 
Dreams; and that in a Way ſo much to his 
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e, inn Glory, and ſo much to the general Good. 
nity d how know we, but that the infinitely wiſe 
eem rernor of the Univerſe, when he permitted An- 
0 ſitiqs and Man to fall, and Things in the intelligent 


30d em to take ſuch a Courſe as they have, deſigned 


nd bY over-rule the Whole ſo (according to a Plan 
is wel then had in View) as that in the Iſſue, God 
fink 


ſhould 


n_—__—_—y ——_— p —  ——— — — —— —ͤẽęẽ— — — 
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ſhould be more exalted, and the Syſtem more hg 
and happy, than if Sin and Miſery had never entered 
But to proceed to a 

2d. INSTANCE of the Wiſdom of God in theÞy 
miſſion of Sin. Sometime after Joſeph's Dext 
when the Children of Iſrael were greatly multiplie 
there aroſe another King in Egypt, who knew ni 
Joſeph, nor paid the leaſt Regard to his Memoy 
who, to enrich himſelf, attempted to bring the I 
elites into a perpetual Bondage: and to that 
fet Task-Maſters over them, who made them ſe 
with Rigour. And, obſerving how exceedingly the 
multiplied, leſt they ſhould become too numer 
and potent, and get themſelves up out of a Land 
which they were ſo abuſed, Pharaoh ordered t 


" Midwives to kill their Male Children. But theVid 


wives proving unfaithful to his Injunctions, hel 
his Commands on all his People in general, to ta 
every Male Child, and caſt them into theRiver.+ 
which was inhuman and barbarous tothe laſtDegr 
As God had provided for the kind Entertainmer 
of the Iſraelites by the Means of Joſeph, whom 


ſent before them; ſo he could have provided for i 


Continuation of their Tranquillity, and reſtraint 
Pharaoh from this * e Conduct: -But 


choſe to bring all theſe Diſtreſſes upon them, to we 


them from the Idols and Pleaſures of Egypt, 


make them mindful of the promiſed Land, ane 


repare them for their approaching Deliverance, 
Therefore he wil. 


for their Wilderneſs- Travels. 


Jet Pharoah take his Courſe. For the TIlfraeli 


were ſo kindly received in Joſepli's Day, and ſo ge 
rouſly provided for, that they began after a Wh 
to forget the Land of Canaan, and feel themſch | 
at Home, and fall in Love with the Cuſtoms 2 


Idolatries of Egypt: And had it not been that "8 
7 


+ Exod, 1, 


o great Severity, there would 
keir forgetting the God of their Fathers totally,and 
ncorporating at length with the Egyptians. So that 
hey greatly needed theſe Diſtreſſes, to make them 
illing to leave Egypt, and diſcern the Goodneſs of 
zod in their Deliverance, and to awaken them and 
heir Poſterity in Ages then to come, to a Senſe of 
heir great Obligations to God, who brought them 


in the Permiſſion of Stx. 5g 


ꝛch attempted their Slavery, and treated them with 


— 


have been Danger of 


ut of the Land of Egypt, and out of the Houſe af 
ondage. * bie 
BESIDES, at the fame Time that God, by the 
nel Tyranny of Pharaoh, was preparing the 
elites for their Deliverance, he alſo over-ruleck 
s Barbarity to give an Occaſion of raiſing them up 
Deliverer. For Pharaoh having ordered all the 
{ale Children to be caſt into the River, Moſes's 
lother, after having concealed him three Months, 
urſt keep him no longer, and ſo left him in an Ark 
f Bulruſhes, at the Side of the River, to the Mercy 
f the crue] Egyptians, Here Pharaoh's Daughtee 
nds him — is touched with Compaſſion——relieves 
he poor weeping Infant. And now Moſes is called 
e“ Son of Pharaoh's Daughter,” and is educated 
| Pharaoh's Court, and inſtructed in all the Learning 
Egypt; and finally, compleatly furnithed for the 
orious Work deſigned him. For Pharaoh ſeeking 
loſes his Life, he was obliged to flee to the Land of 


Miidian 3 where, in the ſolitary Life of a Shepherd, 


* ſpent 40 Years, until he decame the meekeſt 
lan on Earth. And being thus endowed with are 


Kraordinary Meaſure of human Learning and of 
vine Grace, God ſends him to deliver his Peo- 
. who had been groaning under their fore Bon- 
ge above an 100 Years. 4 O the Depth of the 


edge and Wiſdom of God“! 


H Tus 
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Tux very Methods, which Pharaoh, in his great 
Policy, takes to bind down the Hebrews in perpetuz 
Slavery, God over-rules, to prepare them for, and tg 
bring about their Deliverance. And while Pharach 
is hurried on in his Schemes, by his - inſatiable 
Avarice, and indulges to barbarous Cruelty, God, 
tne infinitely wiſe Superintendent, calmly looks on,. 
and lets him take his Courſe, conſcious - to his own 
Almightineſs, and having his own glorious Planal 
before him. —And how know we, but that this ſame 
infinitely wiſe Being, who has had the Government 
of the Univerſe in his Hands from the Beginning, 
had ſome noble, God-like Deñgn in View, when he 
firſt permitted Sin and Miſery to. enter into the World; ,, 
which he had made ? 2 

But to proceed to a a 
23d. Ixs r ANcR of the Wiſdom of God in the Pei 1 
miſſion of Sin. 
PHARAOH, full-of a Senſe of his own Greatnels 
and Power, and of the Advantages which would 
accrue to him from the Labours of ſo many Servants 
no ſooner perceived Moſes's Deſign, but he firm 
reſolved never to let Ifrae] go. And when Mol 
aſſured him that the God of the Hebrews had 25 


peared to him, he. bid Defiance, not only to Moſegfeb- 
but to his God.“ l know not the Lord, nor wiſ..;, 
J let Iſrael go.” And the more Moſes inſiſted up 
their Releaſe, the more his Pride and Covetouſnel pol 


wrought. For his Honour's fake he ſcorned to yield n 
and for his Intereſi's ſake he many a Time reiolvei y 

he never would. btio 
Fon the ſupreme Monarch of the Univerſe, wi 
does according to his Pleaſure in the Armies 
Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of the Eaux 
had looked on the bold, the daring, the hauglt}. 
Wretch, and determined to leave him to his os 


Heart, to take his own Way, and do as he pleaſed 
fore ſeeit 


in the Permiſſion of Sm. Fi 


reat Woreſecing juſt how he would conduct, and how the 


tl affair would finally iſſue. | 

diol Go, ſays God to Moſes, Go in to Pharaoh, and 
rad ay, „ Thus faith the Lord, let Iſrael go, that they 
able ay ſerve me: But I am ſure, that the King of 


Egypt will not let you go no, not By a mighty 
Hand. And J will ſtretch out my Hand, and ſmite 
Egypt with all my Wonders whieh I will do in the 


nal\Midit thereof. AndPharaoh ſhall know, that I am the 
lame ord : and the Egyptians ſhall know, that I am the 
nent ord: Yea, my Name ſhall be declared-through- 
ung, Wt all the Earth. And thus do Forder the Affair, 


hat thou alſo mayſt tell in the Ears of thy Son, and 
'thy Son's Son, what Things I have wrought in 
zypt, and my Signs that I havedone amongſt them: 
hat ye may know, that Jam the Eozp?” 4 
Mosks goes, and delivers his Meſſage to Pha- 
ach, ſaying, „ Thus faith: the Lord God of th@._ 


aneB1cbrews, Let myPeople go, that they may ſerve me. 
wou Be gone to ypur Burdens”, ſays Pharaoh to 
* ie Iſraelites. And you Moſes, do you hinder the 
arm 


eople no longer fromtheir Labour. And you Taſk- 
aſters, give them no Straw. For they are idle and 


d anton, and full of Notions : but I will tame theſe- 
loſe ebrews, and make them know, they had better. 
Tr Wien content where they were.“-So the Taſk-Maſters 
pech Rigour drive om the Ifraclites to perform their 


mpolſible Taſks—and beat them for Non-perfor= 
tance, They cry to Pharaoh, but cry in vain. 
Ve are idle, ye are idle,” ſays he, and full of 
0110.15. - Be gone No Mercy ſhall be ſhewn you. 
Wil! make you repent your new Scheme, before L 
ave done with you.— ThusfFharach ſtorms, drives, 
ts up himſelf, hardens his Heart, reſolved they 
2 never go. 
WarREvuPON the God of Iſrael “ wrought His 
' dizns in Egypt, and his Wonders in the Field eg 
H A _: Zoan. 
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«© Z.oan. He turned their Rivers into Blood; and 
their Floods,that they could not drink. He ſent Nord 
4% divers Sorts of Flies among them, which devoured Hour 
them, and Frogs which deſtroyed them. Hege d. 
4 oave alſo their Increaſe unto the Caterpillar, and ne 
their Labour unto the Locuſt. He devoured eb! 
at their Vines with Hail, and their Sycomore.Wicat 
« Trees with Froſt, He gave up theix Cattle fro 
« alfo to the Hail, and their Flocks to hotPclic 
© Thunder- Bolts. He caſt upon them the Fierce-Nfae! 
F* nefs of his Anger, Wrath and Indignation, aud hat 
* Trouble. by ending evilAngels among them. Het 
** made a Way to his Ariger, ; he ſpared not theirecia 
4 Soul from Death: but gave their Life over to the bat 
Peſtilence. And ſmote all the Firſt- born inte 
„Egypt; the chlef of their Strength, in the Taber ou 
„ nacles of Ham. Put made his own People go M 
« forth like Sheep. He led them on ſafely : buff ch 
s the Sea over-whelmed their Enemies.“ he ( 

PHARAoR's Deſign was, if poſſible, to. preven 
the Egreis of the Hebrews ; that he might keep 


them for his Slaves: and that they, and all e 
World might know, that he was too potent and [| 
Mizhiy a Prince to be ſubdued and conquered by" 9: 


the God of the Hebrews, to whom from the Begin 
| ming he had bid Defiance. 

. Gon's Deſigns were, by ſevere and cruel Bon 
{_ #age, 10 wean the Iſraelites from Egypt; or at leal 
f to force them, weaned, or not, to leave the County 
and be gone. "Therefore he let Pharaoh looſe, 
wnmercitully to oppreſs them. And as for Pharaoh 
God let h ml:ftup himſelf, hardenthis Heart, be as ſtouſſſtae 
und haughty as he pleaſed: That as he was deſirous it c 
f he might have full Opportunity to try hisStrengtuÞoul 
with the God of the Hebrews. That in the lijueFnt 
He might know, and the Egyptians might Kenan 
to their Shame and Confuſion, — That he was tlnde 
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eble Mortals to contend with; Reſolved to vin- 
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ord, the only true. and living God, infinitely ſupe⸗ 
our to all their Idols. And in the mean Time- 
e deſigned to give a lively Picture of himſelf, as of 
ne infinitely too wiſe, great and powerful, for- 


jeate his own Honour, at all Events; and revenge 
(fronts offered his Majeſty; and on his own. 
Deſigns in Spite of all Oppoſition. That the. 
ſtaelites might ſee it, and know it for their Good: 
That all the Inhabitantsof Canaan might be ſtruck. 
to a Panick: and indeed, that his Name might be 
elared throughout all the Earth. For he intended. 
at theſe his mighty Works ſhould never be. for- 
otten among Men, ſo long as the Sun and. Moon 
0u'd endure. | 
MsrHIxks, I behold Moſes, on the other Side 
ff the Red Sea, ſtanding ſafe on the Shore, while 
he Carcaſes of the Egyptians, their broken Cha- 
ts, their drowned Horſes, Part ſunk to the Bottom, 
id Part floating upon the Sea, and ſcatfered along 
he Coalts, — There Heiftands—He looks back 
le ſurveys the gracious, the dreadful, the glorious 
Vorks of the God of Abraham, from the Day he 
w the Burning Buſh in the Wilderneſs of Horeb, . 
ad received his Commiſſion to act in. this grand: 
Hir. —Pharach's haughty Temper, his impious, 
ovetous, tyrannical, deceitful Conduct, all rife clear - 
bis View—— The aſtoniſhing Works of the, God* 
{ Iirael, His righteous Vengeance on his Foes, His 
. moving Goodneſs and ſovereign Grace to the- 
aclites, torn away from their Idols, and delivered. 
ut of the Houſe of Bondage, all fill his aſtoniſhed 
ul; and the powerful Impreſſions penetrate the 
enter of his Heart. He looks forward too to the 
omiſed Canaan, to which the Almighty had now 
ndertaken to lead them, ar d imagines what Terror 


eNews of all meſe Things would ſpread through 
N 3. * 
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1 Stubble.— Who is like unto thee, O Lon 


all the Land. ——Infpired with theſe Views, raviſneſlſte⸗ 
with the Glory of the God of Iſrael, charmed vidi. 
the Majeſty and Beauty of the divine Conduct, 
ſpake, ſaying, | . | 
« 1 will ſing unto the Loxp, for he hath tr 
„ umphed gloriouſly; the Horſe. and his Rid; 
* hath he thrown into the Sea. The Lond is 
„ Strength and Song, and he is become my Sal 
* tion: He is my Gos, and I will prepare him: 
* Habitation ; my Father's God, and I will ex 
* him,—— Thy right Hand, O Los, is beco 
e glorious in Power: thy right Hand, O Lon 
* hath daſhed in Pieces the Enemy. And int 
46 Greatneſs of thine Excellency thou haſt ove 
„% thrown them that roſe up again{t thee. T 
«« ſenteſt forth thy Wrath, which conſumed them 


» 
* 


% among{ the Gods? Who is like unto thee, Mud 
* rious in Holineſs, fearful in Praiſes, doing Wo 
„ ders ?—— Thou in thy Mercy haſt led forth t 
4 People which thou halt redeemed, — The Þt 
86 8 ſhall hear, and be afraid: Sorrow ſhall t 

old on the Inhabitants of Paleſtine. —— All oF: 


*« Inhabitants of Canaan ſhall melt away. Fear Heir 
Dread ſhall fall upon them; by theGreatnels hou 
*« thine Arm they fhall be as ſtill as a Stone: Ft C 
„thy People paſs over, O Lord, till the PeogÞþave 
* paſs over, which thou haſt purchaſed. —— -e. 
„ LoRD ſhall reign for ever and ever.“ er te 
Axp while Moſes thus ſang the Praiſes of G E. 
the fupreme Monarch of the Univerſe, and ceÞeep! 
brated his glorious Triumph over Pharaoh and ers 
his Idol-Gods ; ſo raviſked with theWiſdom, Gi enſu 
and Beauty of the divine Conduct, as to be et th 
more attached to his Honour and Intereſt than euch. 
and even the better prepared to conduct my ecde 
cgery 


* Exod, XV, | 


pa | 
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viſnegezdy Fidelity thro' all the future Trials of his life, 
Always true to God, and heartily concerned to fee 
e Honour of his great Name ſecured ; I ſay, while 
loſes was full of thefe divine Views and Tempers 
on this grand Occaſion, all Egypt were in profound 
Darkneſs : and theſe Difpenfations, ſo bright and 
glorious in the View of Moſes, to them appeared 
gloomy as Death. 1 215 
Axp if theſe Diſpenſations of divine Providence, 
hich to the Egyptians appeared fo dark and gloo- 
my, to Moſes appeared fo full of divine Wiſdom, 
Wezuty and Glory; how know we, but that God's 
hole Plan of Government, how dark ſoever it may 
now appear to a revolted World, under God's Dit- 
pleaſure, may to Saints and Angels, after the gene- 
al Judgment, appear perfect in Wiſdom, Glory 
ad Beauty, and be Matter of their eternal Delight 
and Praiſe, But to proceed, * 
4, To other Inſtances of the Wiſdom of God in 
he Permiſſion of Sin. Ing. * 
Tas Iſraelites, having thus eſcaped the Hands of 
Pharaoh, and recovered their Liberty, had it been 
eft to them to direct their March, and point out 


ear acir future Fortunes, they might perhaps have 
tnels Mbought it beſt, that being led on directly to the Land 
ne: t Canaan, they ſhould by the mighty Powerof God 

PeofWhiave been put into an immediate Poſſeſſion, to be fol- 


owed with Scenes of Feaſting, Joy and Mirth, ne- 
er to be interrupted: t 
BuT God, who knew their Hearts, who knew how 
leeply tainted they were with the Idolatries and Man- 
ers of Egypt, and how high a Reliſh they had to 
enſual Pleaſures, might eaſily foreſee, how all Senſe 
beet the true God would ſoon be loſt in the midſt of 
an enluch Proſperity, and they become no better than the 
th ticcted Canaantes. Beitides, he ſaw that in almoſt 
ſteaſſ'ery Reſpect they were as yet unprepared to enter 
H 4 , 3.1 as 


—1 
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* 


Conduct, and behold the manifold Wiſdom of God, 


by Moſes, and commanded, that they ſhould cal 
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would not hearken unto him. “ They did 0 


« Eyes, neither did they forſake the Idols of Egypt 


"+ xeign on Euulb, for aThuulgud Tears;” — Ile Obſtacles * 
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the promiſed Land. And alſo he defigned them fg # 


our Enſamples, and his Diſpenſations towards then 
for the Inſtruction of Mankind to the End of Hees 
World. —— W herefore let us attend to the diving x; 


He had torn them away from their Idols, thei 
Leeks, their Onions, and their Fleſh-Pots; to which 
they were ſtupidly attached. He had fent to ther 


« away every Man the Abominations of his Eye 
& and not defile themſelves with the Idols of Egyy 
« any more; for that he, himſelf, was the Lon 
cc their Gop.”--—But altho' the Thunder of divin 
Wrath, ſo dreadfully roared throughout all the Lan 
of Egypt among the Egyptians, and God was non 
in a miraculous Manner working their Deliverance 
yet, even now they rebelled againſt the Lord, 2 


« every Man caſt away the Abominations of thei 


Wherefore God ſaid, 1 will pour out Me: 
« Fury upen them, to accompliſh mine Angaiſttio: 
% upon them in, the midſt of the Land of Egypt. $ca 
| Ii Oy 

If when God met with ſuch infinite Provocations at Mer, 
Hands of the Hebrews, he could yet find in his Heart gr 


proſecute his Deſign, and accompliſh. his Promiſe, to abi 
ham, that to his Seed he would give the Land of Canau... 
we canaot have the leaſt Reaſon to doubt, but that, nol. 
withſtanding all the preſeat Wickedneſs of his profelin. 
People in the World, whereby he is infinitely provokg.. © 
to reſign all Chiiſtendom to Deſtruction, he will) 
proſecute his Deſigus. and accompliſſ. all his Promiſes 
« Give to his Son the Heathen for his Inheritance, a 
the utmoſt Parts of the Farth for his Poſſe ſſion; 
bring every People, Nation, Language and Tongue 
ferve him: and Satan ſhall be bound, and Chriſt 
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a then God conſidered what the: Egyptians 
uld ſay to ſuch a Duipenſation of Providence, and 
bw it would be miſinterpreted thro' all Nations and 
| thefW-:5 —— © Wherefore he wrought. for his- great 
Naine's ſake, that it. might not be polluted before 
the Heathen, among whom. they, were, and in 
whoſe Sight, God. intended to make himſelf 
known to the Iſraelites, by bringing them out of 
the Land of Egypt.“ And therefore inſtead of 
Deſtruction they deſerved from: his Hands for 
ar ſtupid Attachment to the Egyptian Abomina- 
ns, God let looſe Pharaoh to.increaſe their Bur- 
b, to make their Bondage abſolutely intolerable. 
the might force them from their Idols, and 
ve them. out of Egypt. And. to. bring them 
| more to their Senſes, God let Pharaoh looie to 
rſue them. with. Chariots, and Horſe-men, and a: 
at Army; and contrived that he ſhould. overtake 


cixEſcape ; that he might have Opportunity to let: 
acl ſee his mighty Power, in dividing the Sea, and 
e them feel their Dependance upon, and, Qb» 
tions to him: and that having led them, thro' 
Sea, he might have them in a barren Wilder- 
s, where there was neither Bread, nor Fleſh, nor 
iter, as the fitteſt Scene for thoſe Tranſactions 


olan an, which God had laid out. . 25 ISRAFL 


Diſcouragements, no Provocations, no Difficulties, of 
Whatever Kind, or however great, can hinder God from 
Fe 4 ccompliſhment of the glorious Deſigns of hisGrace, — 
Wir redeemed Iſrael out of Egypt, altho' he ſaw what 
they were then, and” what they would be in all future 
nes. — ea, he has given his Sox, and that to the 
Death of the Croſs, in order to carty on his Deſigns.— 
aud what will not Cop ApmiGnrTy then do ? Ar- 
MIGHTINESS, ſo INFINITELY engaged, cannot, and will 


or be frultrated. + Exck. XX. 5.—9. 


m, hut in among thie Mountains, unable to makes 


rand Events, belonging to- the infinitely wiſe 


4 


22 he Wipes of Cod 


ISRAEL had been in Egypt 215 Years.* And nt! 
latter Part of the Time, for above an Hundred V? πi 
in a State of Bondage & Slavery.— They had alma 
forgotten the true God, and the true Religion, e 
habituated to the Idolatry and Manners of Egyy 
well pleaſed with the Country; and, but for thy 

preſſions, would never have entertained any Tho 

of leaving it. Yea, notwithſtanding their ſere 
Bondage, were hardly prevailed upon to hearken 
Moſes, to whom they ſaid. Let us alone, that 
may ſerve the Egyptians,” as they afterwards yj 
braided him in their Diſtreſs at the Red-Sea.—4 
they were of fo mean and daſtardly a Spirit, as toi 
unit to march againſt their Enemies. — God, 
knew their Temper, judged,that if he had led the 
from Kgypt ſtrait to Canaan, which was not 
hundred Miles diſtant, the Approach of their En 
mies, prepared for War, woutd have frighted the 
back again to Egypt.t—Yea, ſuch was their Art 

A me 


| 
| 
' 
4 


' 


$\ From the Covenant with Abram, to the giving of 

Law, was (as St. Paul aiſerts, Gal. III. 17.) 430 Ye 
And this will give Light te Gen. XV. 13. and to Ex 
XU. 40, 41. For theLaw was given ſoon after they © 
out of Egypt. | 

Jos zen was 17 Years old, when he was ſold, and uf 

. ſappoſed he was ſoon impriſoned; perhaps the very /nÞi 
Year, and fo that he lay in Priſon about 13 Years: 
he was 30 at his Advancement. After which, in abol 

Tears, Jacob and all his Family eame down into ER 
After which, Joſeph lived 951 Years. And ſo in all, 
in the greateſt Honour 80 Years, to counterbalapce 
Years of Sorrow. lſtael came out of Egypt 1441 
efier Joſeph's Death; the greateſt Part of which T 
they were under Oppreſfan. — Moſes was born 64 Ye 
after Joſeph's Death —ſpent 40 in Pharaoh's Court—Y 

me Law of Rida... - :...::..:* 
4 Exod. XIV. i2, f Exod. XIII. 27. 
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id ent to Egypt, their Coldneſs toCanaan, theirCow+ 
ven ee, aud their ſtupid Inſidelity, even after a Vear's 
cipline in the Wilderneſs, and notwithſtanding 
ir ſolemn Profeſſion and Promiſes to God at 
unt Sinai, that upon the ill, Tidings of theSpies, 
were tor ſtoning Caleb and Joſhua, and mak- 
Tho 0 e a Captain, and returning to their 
ove t. | $33 4 
Now fac h were the People God had to manage, 
hat every Way diſtempered, that they needed all their 
Notions, T aftes andTTempers to be eradicated ; 


"1 W to have their Minds wholly framed a- neu, in 
ter to be fit Inhabitants for the holy Land. 
rr r muſt be thoroughly. weaned. from Egypt, 


eln their Idolatry and their Manners.; and be bro't 
now the true God, and to be ſenſible of his infle 
Abhorrence of their Tempers and Ways; and 
| the: their Hearts effectually broken under a Senſe 
uc bei ileneſs ; that they might loath themſelves, 
un to theLord,and love him, and be prepared 

| underſtand and fall in with the Religion he gave 
of Wn from Mount Sinai, that they might be an holy 
ple to the Lord, a Kingdom of Prieſts, and 
boly Nation; that they might be to his Praife 
Glory, in the midſt of an idolatrous benighted 
rid ; and that they might receive the promiſed 
nd, not as a Reward of their Righteouſneſs, —tor 
were a ſtiff-necked People; but as a mere free 
t from the God of Abraham, their Father; and 
themſelves,by the Means, laid under the ſtrong- 
Obligations to love him, and fear him, and walk 
all his Ways, and keep all his Commands: And 
he ſame Time, be ſo inured to Hardſhip, and ſo 
Fro'ly confirmed in the Belief of the Being and 
Fedions of God, as that, in an entire Dependance 
Ihe Lord, they might march into the promiſed 
epd, and behave like valiant Soldiers, ad e 
* "Gog's 


* 
| 


— 
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God's Vengeance on theſeidolatrous Nations, he 
he had doomed to Deſtruction; break down the 
Altars, cut down their (Froves: burn their G 
and extirpate both them' and their Religion frome 
the Face of the Earth. | 
Ap What Method, better ſuited to anſwer the 


noble Ends, could pofſibly have been deviſed, A. 
that which the Lord their God took, for the Spa ner 
of forty Years in the Wilderneſs: Wherein he hu 2 


bled them, and proved them, and tried them, t 
it might appear what was in their Hearts: 700 
left them to hunger and to thirſt, and to mum 
and rebel, and to commit [dolatry,that their Hes 
might be turned inſide out before their Ryes: a 
by a long Courſe of Diſcipline, he trained them: 
à Senſe of his Being, and Perfections, and Gove... 
ment, and to feel their Dependance on him, 
Obligations to him, and by Experience learnt 
dreadful Nature of Sin. He fed * with Ani 
Food, and gave them Water out of the flintyRo 
de led them by Day in a Cboud, and in the N 
by a Pillar of Fire: but when they rebelled, Noce. 
Earth opened its Mouth, and ſwallowed up H wor 
dreds, and the Plague ſwept away Thouſands ati 
Stroke; yea, at laſt, the whole Congregation of! 
Hundred Thouſand were doomed to fall; in the 
derneſs. | 
NoTriNG impreſſes the Heart of a human © | 
ture like FacTs. Nor could any Series of Fe 
Have been better contrived than theſe, to reach th, 
Hearts, and 'make them feel what they were in 
Sight of infinite Hotineſs, and to bring them to | 
the glorious and fearful Name of theLord theirCꝗ 
Ax the Side of the Red-Sea, they were, to! 
pearance, full of Love to God, and there they la. 
his Praiſe : And had Things gone to their Mit 
they might never have ſuipectedhe feeretHypoc 
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e their Hearts. - But as God had contrived the Plan, 
1 three Days their religious Aﬀections were gone, 
ad their corrupt Hearts, like the troubled Sea, caſt 
p Mire and Dirt. God knew what they were be- 
ore: and it was wiſe in him, to take this Method, 
0 bring them to know it too. Tis | 
AT MountSinai,they were Wa Spy affected, 
hen the Law was given, in a Manner fo ſolemn and 
vine : and there they promiſed,that whatſoever the 
1, Mord their God ſhould command them, tlrat would 
od Whey do. But in leſs than 1 they made 
wrh:m a Calf after the Manner of Egypt, and eat and 
Hein, and roſe up toPlay,after the Egyptian Mode.—. 
: Nod knew before, that all this was in their Hearts: 
nd now he wiſely permitted it to break out, that 
ey might know it too: and that he might have a 
20d Opportunity to let them ſee how exceedingly 
e hated their Ways. He had tried V/orDs, but 
eie would not do. He had uſed the plaineſt and 
rongeſt Expreſſions in the firſt and ſecond Come 
andments, but they were not effectual.ä— Now he 


ed, Weocceds toFAc rs Three I houſand are lain by the 
. Hag rod at his Command, to let the whole Congrega- 
8 N 


on KNOW how deteltable their Conduct was in his 

1 18 

Yn fo again, while the Tabernacle was build- 
, and at the Time of its Dedication, they ap- 

Fred very forward in Religion, as tho' they loved. 

od, and loved his Worthip, and were determined 


| 
| 
1 
is 
0 
1 
| 


ch th the future to be an obedient People: And this 
J oy ted for abaut a Year. And doubtleſs they thought 
n to 


emſelves ſincere, and always might have thought 
had no new. Trials come on But no ſooner 
(tie Spies return from viewing the Land of Ca- 
lan, and bring ill Tidings, but their old Egyptian 
emper all revived,-— No Joſhua and Caleb 

| | mult 


* Exoad. XXXII. 28, 


92 The Wipox of Cad 


; muſt be ſtoned for pleading the Lord's Cauſe, anda 
new Captain choſen to conduct them back to Egypt, 
which they left with Reluctance about a Year ago: 
willing, it ſeems, -for ever to part with their God, 
their Tabernacle, and their Religion; and turn back 
to the Idols, and Manners, and Leeks, . and Onions. 
of Egypt ; and make their Peace with the Egyptians 
as they could. And had not the ALMIGHTY ſud. 
denly interpoſed, no doubt, dreadtul Deeds would... 
ſoon have been done.—God knew, all this was inf. © 
their Hearts before: and now he wiſely permitted 
it toi break out, that they might know it too: an 
that by his future Conduct toward that People, hy 
might let them know that he was the Lord, and fl 
the whole Earth with his Glory. * 
Axp while that Generation was doomed to wan 
der Forty Vears in the Wilderneſs, and their Carca 
there to fall, as the juſt Puniſhment of their Crimes 
their Poſterity, by the Means, had their Egyptia 
Notions and Jempers eradicated, and were traine 
up in the Knowledge of God, and of the true Rel 
gion; and prepared to enter, conquer, and polie 
the holy Land. Nor could they ever, to their dyin 
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Day, forget the Works of the Lord their God it 
which they had ſeen in Egypt, at the Red Sea, in ti be o 
erat 


Wilderneſs, &c. Nor could they have had ſtronge 

In ducements to tell theſe Things to their Song more 

and Sons Sons. Nor could a better Method haf bos 

been taken to lay a laſting Foundation for a fit 
Belief, and ſteady Practice of the true Religion. 

Ir was moſt for the Honour of God, and mo 

for the Intereſt of Religion; and ſo really tort! 

beſt Good of the Iſraelites, that they ſhcula be th f - 

tried, left to act out theirHearts, and then puniſheQ;; - 

| - ſubdued, humbled & bro't into Subjection to the din sia 

Authority, before they entered into Poſſeſſion of f aal Se 

promilſe [roſpe 


Num. XIV. 
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promiſed Land; altho' it coſt them Six Hundred 
da rnouſand Lives, and many a dreadful Day.— 
'Pt\ For, to what Purpoſe had it been, for God to have 
29 Wrought them firaight from Egypt, with all their 
od, Egyptian Notions and Tempers, into the holy Land, 
* there to have polluted it, and to have diſhonoured 
on im with their Abominations ?“ 
a B:;1pes, from the Murmurings andRebellions of 
lud. he Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs, there was the fulleſt 
dulce monſtration of the Divinity of the Jewiſh Religion. 
3 ug or, had not Moſes been ſent of God, and ſupported 
nee. by the Interpoſition of ALI HT V Power, it had 
en impoſſible he ſtould have accompliſhed the 
, ts ein, They would ſurely have deſerted him, 
d ui -returned to Egypt again.——Nor could the 
h.Idren of Iſrael, how degenerate ſoever they were, 
nd how apt ſoever to fall into Idolatry, in after- 
Nes, ever once ſcruple whether Moſes were indeed 

ent of God, after ſuch a Scene of Wonders for fort 

PUN cars together. Nor does it appear, that the divine 


_ egation of Moſes. was ever called in Queltion by 
off at People. 


12 ANp 


God] [+ it was wiſe in God ſo te order, that the Iſtaelites ſhould” 
in th be oppreſſed above an hundred Years befare their Deli- 
on verance, and then paſs thro' ſuch great Trials forty Years 
Song more, before their Entrance into the holy Land ; how 
hake we but it may be wiſe, that the Chriſtian Church 
\ 6: general, and we inNew-England in particular,ſhouid pais 
thro' very dark and trying Times, for a long Scaſon, be- 
fore God begins to work Deliverarice, in that remarkable 
Manner, which may be expected at the uſhering in of the 
glorious Days, To be ſure, there ſeems to be a Foundation 
laid for great Diſtreſſes, and of long Continuance, for our 
W ful Land. Better ſo, than to be Jet to fl:ep on, ſecure 
in din. Nothing ſo dreadful, as to be given up to car- 


\ of Uv Security, and ſuffeted to go on in Wickednefs and 
omile proſper, 
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AND whenever they read over the Law of Moſe 
together with the Hiſtory interſperſed inthoſe ſacre 
Books, they might not only learn the Nature 
God and Man, and ſee God's Right to command 
their Obligations to obey, and the great Evil of 8 
from the Law of Moſes,as being therein held forth 
but might behold all theſe exemplified, in a me 


ou 
ſtriking Manner, in a Series of FAc rs. Let thei 3. 
but view the divine Conduct in Egypt, at the Red « 
Sea, in the Wilderneſs, &c. and it would ginfffher 
them a moſt lively Picture of the the Divine Nhat 
#TURE : for here they had the HIST ORY of . 
Derry.——And let them view the Conduct of tiiffferm 
Iſraelites, from firſt to laſt, and it would give the flor) 
a moſt I. vely Picture of human Nature: for hatt 
they had it acted out to the Life. - And Godhic! 
Right to command, their Obligations to obey, Mom 
the great Evil of Sin are ſet in the ſtrongeſt Lig th 
Nor were the Advantages of theſe "Franſactioyrly, 
confined to thoſe Ages: for all theſe Things bers o 
pened and were written for our Inſtruction, on wh 
the Ends of the World are come. God is ſtill ü 
ſame : and fo is human Nature too, For 
Face anſwers to Face in a Glaſs, ſo does 
Heart of Man to Man. — O the Depth cf ! 
Wiſdom and Knowledge of God! Of whom, g. 
by whom, and to whom are all Things; to who 
belongs Glory for ever !-— And how know wel 
that the grand Aſſairs of the Univerſe are all ec 
duced as wiſely, as were theſe now in our View 
To Canclude, let theſe four Remarks be v 
attended to, and remembred. E 


1. THAT in all theſe Inſtances of God's pe 
mitting Sin, he had a View to the Manifeſtation 
Himſelf. They gave him Opportunities to act © 
his Heart; and ſo to ſhew what he was, and he 


he ſtood affected: and he intended by his Cond 
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lofel ſet himſelt, i. e. all his Perfections, in a full, clear, 
ſacterong Point of Light: that it might be known that 
ure e was the Loxp, and that the whole Earth migh 
nana filled with his Glory. . 
f dug 2. AND he intended to let his Creatures give a 
forthMuc Specimen of themſelves: that it might be. 
: mMown what was in their Hearts. But 

theeffl 3. THz Advantages of Acquaintance with God: 
\ Red ourſelves are innumerable. — We can be nei- 
ier humble, holy, nor happy without it, —So- 
Net a 

of . Ir may eaſily be ſeen, how that God in the 
of Hermiſſion of Sin, may deſign to advance his oi 
e theory, and the Good of his Creatures. — And 
or heffſÞat this was really God's Deſign, in the Inſtances 
Ge hich have been under Confideration, is manifeſt - 
y, on the five Books of Moſes, in which the Hiftory- 
Lig theie Things is recorded at large. Particu- 
actiogWrly, 1 defire the VIIIth, IXth, Xth, & XIth Chap- 
s bers of Deuteronomy may be read in this View. 
WIC | 
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SERMON II. ff 
GENESIS L. 20. _ 


YE thought Evil againſt Me; but G 


meant it unte Good 


nd 
ISDOM conſiſts in chooſing the beſt Eni kin, 

N and contriving the moſt proper Means iy {! 

| NG v 
Ur N 
Gre 
N the 


attain it. 

Tux MessfAlf had been promiſed to our fi 
Parents, about Two Thouſand Years ago; and tl 
2ppointed Time of his Advent was approaching 
Eut the World were greatly unprepared tor ſuch es,: 
Event. They did not know, that they were in a Hr NN 
1 State, and that they dee 2 Redeemer and vou 
A.fier. They neither knew God, nor themleinſices 
. t they were—nor what they ought to be. th 
nor what they needed to bring them right: tlie f: 
were king by ſwift Degrees into ſtil! groffer * s pre 
rance, and the moſt ſtupid Idolatrv. And bad the 
juffercd them all to have taken their own Courſr!: 
till the Mrsszan's Pirih, Ignoran ce and Iepraviſfs, b 

| - V\ Cul 
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2 zuld have riſen to ſuch à Height, as to have "ren- 
ed Mankind wholly unprepared for the Goſpel- 
KG, iſpenſation. 
| WHzREFORE God mult interpoſe, and ſome Me- 
od muſt be taken to check the univerſal Spread of 
olatry and Ignorance, and to revive the Know- 
ge of the true God, and of the Law of Nature; 
d to make Mankind ſenſible of their Depravity, of 
ir Guilt and lll-deſert, and Need of a Redeemer 
» KM Santtifier ; and ſo prepare the Way for the 
ming of Chriſt, and the: Erection of his ſpiritual 
ingdom. | 
V/1rH theſe Views, about two Thouſand Years 
fore the Birth of the Mess1Aan, God calledAbram 
m Ur of theChaldees, and ſeparated him from an 
atrous World, and chole his Seed to be hisPeo- 
:; that in his Dealings with them, he might bear 
G ublick Teſtimony againſt Idolatry, in the Sight 
ume Nations of the Earth; and at the ſame 
me exhibit a moſt exact Picture of himſelf in his 
aduct, and ſet his Character in the moſt glaring, 
Ending, affecting Light; that, ſtupid as they were, 
ns WW» {10a]d be, as it were, forced to ſee and under- 
ad what he was. And, at the ſame Time, he 
ud let them know, what they ought to he, and 
: (;reatneſs of their Obligations to the Deity ; and 
hingFht theirHearts inſide out, that they might ſee them- 
ch Nes, and diſcern.their true Character, and ſo feel 
Need ef a Redeemer and Sanctifier. And then 
and would exhibit in Types and Shadows, i. e. by Sa- 
nſclWccs of Atonement, and Purifications for Unclean- 
e the Nature of the Atonement of Chriſt, and 
t: the ſanctifying Influences of the holySpirit. And 
"Ss prepare the Way for the Coming ot theMeſſiah, 
the Erection "bt his ſpiritual Kingdom in the 
"7:4: and that not only among Jews, thus train- 
Ie, but allo among Gentiles ; who, in after Ages, 
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ſhould be let into theſe divine Diſpenſations anc 
Deũgns, and reap the Benefit of all theſe prepai 
tory and introductory Steps. 

Hap Joſeph not been fold, and had Jacob conti 
nued to live in the Land of Canaan, with hisFamil** 
and had his Poſterity there gradually increaſed, un s | 
they had filled all the Land (the Canaanites mes 
while dying off, as the Indians have done in N, 
theſe 130 Years paſt) I ſay, had his Poſterity gr: 
dually increaſed until they had filled all the Land 
without any uncommon Changes, or any extraordi 
nary Interpoſitions of Providence, none of the fo 
mentioned Ends could have been anſwered. Ye 
there would apparently have been the utmoſt Dan 
ger, that the Iſraelites would have been no bett 
than the Canaanites had been : and God might for 
ſee, that this would infallibly be the Caſe ; and 
all his Ends in ſeparating Abraham and his det 
wholly fruſtrated. 

On the other Hand, if Joſeph is fold ; if Jac 
and his Family move down and ſettle in Egypt,! 
chief Seat of Idolatry; a proper Scene opens in 
View of infinite Wiſdom, where all his WondF"'<< 
might be wrought : and fit Opportunities, he fo!“ 
ſaw, would prelent, for the Accompliſhment of F'* '* 
the Purpoſes of his Heart. wr 

NoTring further wag needful, than for UF” <3 
not to hinder Joſeph's Brethren, and they would Mee 
him—Not to hinder Potiphar's Wife, and fhe walff | ©: 
get him caſt intoPriſon ; where he might be prep i kn 
ed for, and from whence he might be raiſed to, Net 
higheft Advancement, by which many noble Pen! 
God-like Ends might be anſwered, — Nothing fem te 
ther was needful, than for God not to hinder __ 
King of Egypt, and he would oppreſs the Iſraeliſ m) 
till they were prepared for their Egreſſion. —Not * £4 
hinder Pharach, and he would harden his HeeF'al in 
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d refuſe to let them go, until Egypt was filled 
th the wonderful Works of God. ea, if God 
ndered him not, into the Red-Sea he would drive 
ead-long, hurried on by the Corruptions of his 


bart; that, in his Deſtruction, God might ſhew 


Power, and cauſe his Name to be declared thrô- 
it all the Earth. — And now the Hebrews, reſcu- 
| from Pharaoh's deſtroving Sword by almighty 
ower, would be in the Hands of God their Deli- 
rer, to be diſciplined, to be humbled and proved 
d tried, that it might be known what was in their 
earts; and that, finally, they might be prepared 
enter the promiſed Land, and execute the Ven— 
ance of the ALMIGHTY on thoſe idolatrous Natt- 
5 and be God's peculiar People, till the Mzsst- 


Coming, and the Erection of his ſpiritualKing- 


m. I fay, be God's peculiar People, to receive 
e Law from Sinai, to be under God's immediate 
orerrament, to keep the holy Oracles, to preſerve 
be bredictions of the Meſſiah, and to anſwer many 
ner noble and divine Ends God had in View. 
\ PLAN, in which fo much Sin was to be per- 
ted, and ſo much Miſery endured, might, by 
ort-iignted Mortals, have been thought diſhonour- 
e to God, and unhappy for the Itraclites ; but 
der the Management of infinite Wiſdom, it 
oyes the direct contrary. Yea, for aught that 
Mears, God could not have taken a better Metho., 
Things then Rood in the World, to make him- 
if known, and get Honour to his great Name, and 
zke the Iſraelites ſenſible of their Dependance 
on him, and Obligations to him, arid engage 
em to perpetual Obedience, than that. As it is 
ritten, „What could have been done more to 


-aelitf my Vineyard, that J have not done in it?“ 
-Not 


YEA, It was a Plan not only ſuited to be bene- 
alin that Age; but in all ſucceedingGenerations: 
and 


— 
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and that in more Inſtances than can well be en; 
merated. Particularly, it has furniſhed us with 
HISTORY of the DEIr Y, and with a HisToxy ( 
HUMAN NATURE : Such a Hiſtory as is indeed 
infinite Value, For every Thing is exemplified | 


FacTs ; by which, the Mind is inſtructed mg * 
clearly, and the Heart reached more effectual | Mo 
than in any other Way. ; nd 
THz invifible God, whom no Eye hath ſeen, 3 
can ſee, and of whom it is ſo difficult for us 2008 
this benighted Worid to frame juſt Conception jc. 
is brought upon the Stage; and he acts out his! 410 
ture betore our Eyes, with a Deſign to ſet his. 
Character in a clear and ſtriking Light. — H. © 
we {ee, as it were with our Eyes, how he tor 3 
ordained whatſoever came to vais ; how he laid e elite 
the whole Plan, from the ſelling of Joſeph to | "D 
Advancement, and to Jacob's going down in, thi 
Egypt; and how they ſhould be oppreſſod and bra, e 
into Bondage, and how they ſhould finally | Mor 
brought forth, and led in the Wilderneſs, and pri. . . 
pared for Canaan, &c. And we ſee the Wildw « M 
Glory and Beauty of his Plan. Here we ſee wi. -. 
a Regard he has for his own Honour, and how geit 
whole Plan is ſuited to ſet him in that infinitely h 
nourable Point of Light, which ſo exactly becom, 


him, as he. is by Nature God, and by original Right 
the ſupreme Lord and Governor of the World, p 
Here we ſee his Reſolution to maintain his Auth( w, 
rity, in his Conduct to Pharaoh, that haughty RY 
bel, who bid him Denance, and ſtogtly refuſed . x 
let Iſrael go.——- Here we ſee his ſovereign Graff el: 
and ſelf- moving Goodneſs, as it were, forcing UF E 
infatuated liraclites from their beloved Egypt, af yo 
their beloved Idols: and when he had the liighe 
Provocations to deſtroy them, how he wrought , n0 


his great Name's take, until he bad prepan 5 
| the 4 
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enn for, and brought them in to the promiſed 
ad. —And how, in the mean Time, he ſer 


NY MF Hatred of their Sins in the cleareſt and ftron- 
** Light; commanding the Earth to open its Mouth 
led | i {(wallow up Hundreds, and the Plague to 80 
ng: trom T'ime to Time, and cut down Ihouſands 
tal Moment, yea, dooming that whole Generation 
vander and fall in the Wilderneſs for their Crimes, 

1 Wrving the good Land for their Poſterity.— 
us ewe ſee him exerciſing his Sovereignty, when 
008 liraclites and the Egyptians both deſerved De- 
3 N ion, and to have been buried alive in the Red- 
* together; he had Mercy on whom he would 
7 Mercy, and whom he would, he gave up to 
* bp rdneſs of Heart, and to Ruin. And after the 
1 elites had been in the Wilderneſs above a Year, 


had ſufficiently ſhewn what they were, and car- 
d their Provocations ſo high, that divine Juſtice 
„ Let me alone, that I may deftroy them in a 
oment,“ ſtill he wrought fer his great Name's 
e: and had Mercy on them, becauſe he would 
e Mercy on them, and was gracious to them, 
zuſe he would be gracious to them: i. e. from 
ſelt- moving Geodneſs and ſovereign Grace.“ — 
| And 
el. XXXIII. 29. Num. XIV. From theſe Diſpenſa- 
223, which were acknowledged to be right by the Jews, 
Paul was able to juſtify the divine Conduct in his 
27, in caſting off the Jews, and ealling the Gontiles. 
om, IX, If God had a Right to give up Pharaoh to 
e Hirdneſs of Heart and to Deſtruction in the Days of 
Graff eld, as ye Jews own; why not you now ?—lf the 
ng Ul Ixererſes of God's Grace were ſovereign then, to 
vt, a your Fathers, who deſerved, God being Judge, to be all 
conſumed in a Moment; why may not the Gentiles, 
aotwithſtanding their ill Deſerts, be now called and 
ſaved, from the ſame ſovereign Grace? God uſed ts 
act as a Sovereign; why may ke not ſtill? And if in 
one 
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And by all, we ſee, that not any Thing, whatſoey 
is able to fruſtrate God's Deſigns, or hinder i 
faithful Accompliſhment of his Promiſe toAbraha 


bf 


00 
That to his Seed he would give theLand of CanazMind 
Ar the ſame Time, we have HUMAN NAT A: 
brought upon the Stage, and Experiments made Me i 
on the Heart of Man, in a great Variety; where. v 
its true I emper is as certainly determined, -as 6. 
ever the Nature of any Thing in the natural Wo nd t 
by the great Sir J/aac Newton, * ter 
| Wins 
| | SEC 
« oe Inſtance ; why not in another, altogether ſimilrW (; 
Nor could the Jew fairly evade the Force of this Real: 
ing.—Aud if we ſhould only ſuppoſe, that Pharach, Mons « 
he was drowned, went to Hell, and that the unbelie ter 
Jews of that Age, who were caſt off by God for M. 
Infidelity, were eternally loſt, then we have the Dodt ly 
of Reprobation, Which has been ſo much miſunderſ( 1 Pe 
and miſrepreſented, exempliſied in FacTs. For, v, 
ſoerer God does in Time, That, He from all Etem 
intended to do. — Vea, and that, which is right for. 
to do in Time, He had a Right from Eternity to del 4 5 
mine to do. — Lea, if God, in Fa cr, governs the W. * 
WELL, then he did wELL to determine to govern it. 
be docs. Reaſonable Creatures would never object agi Wor 
God's laying out a univerſal Plan, if the Plan did! 3h 
* ſait their T ate. « 80 
® OpJecTiON, © Bur it can never be ſuppoſed, that K of 
* true Character of human Nature, in general, can W.. k 
& decided from the perverſe Conduct of the ſ;aclite *P 


© the Wilderneſs.” MCreat, 
Aus wen. Was not their Condu®, then, of 2 "vj the O 
with the general Tenor of thetrConguet, from that 14, our ( 
and forward, for fifteen Hundred Years, when the) WI. o _ 
their Prophets, yea, and cruciſied the Son of God * y...: 
VII. 51, 52. 4 2 Domi. 

| U an 3 
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dere So that, on theſe, as well as many other Accounts, 
r Mat Plan was not only for the Honour of God, and 
bal ood of the Iſraelites; but for the Benefit of Man- 
naxMind in all ſucceeding Generations. 
Tuff Ax D how know we but that it was deſigned by 
le ue infinitely wiſe God, as a little Kind of PICTURE, 
ere which we might ſee; in Miniature, the Nature 
s God's Government of the whole moral Syſtem, 
Vonda the Reaſons of his permitting Sin and Miſery to 
ter into the World he had made ?f——Wuich 
rings me 
SECONDLY, After having viewed the Wiſdom 
God in the Permiſſion of Sin, in various plain 
ſtances, to proceed humbly to ſearch into the Wil- 
mm of God, in Ever permitting Sin and Miſery to 
ter into World. And 
i. As all God's Works are uniform, ſo we may 
Na argue from the Wiſdom and Beauty of particu- 
Parts, to the Wiſdom and Beauty of the Whole. 
s God's Nature is always the ſame, and as he al- 
ways 
bj, r it was; yet it is not to be ſuppoſed, that 
« every Nation would have been ſo wicked and perverſe, 
* as the Jews were, if under like Circumſtances,” 
s. Bor it is the common Character of an apoſtate fallen 
World, that they are “ dead in Sin,” Eph. II. 1, 2, 3. 
J. Tangse Words were ſpoken of the Gentiles, and 
* ſo are nothing to the Purpoſe,” 
. SEBRING then (nocording to theſe Men) the Charac- 
ter of Mankind can't be Iearn'd from what is fail in 
the old er new Teſtament, of Jews, or Gentiles ; but 
vs, in this Age and Natien, are quite another Kind oE, 
Creatures, ſo benevolent, ſo good, fo virtuous ; methinks, 
tie Old and New Teſtaments are Writiags aot-ſuited do 
our Caſe ; as they are not adapted to Men of our Cha- 
ncter. And perhaps this is one Reaſon, thoſe ancient 
Writiogs are in ſo low Credit with many in the Britiſh . 
Dominſons:— and Plato begins to be more admired 
On Moſes, o or St. Paul. 
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104 The Wisbom of God 
ways acts like himſelf; ſo therefore his Works gte Mold 


always harmonious and conſiſtent. So that if we canſWper 
fee the Wiſdom of God in the Permiſſion of Sin in 
{ome Inſtances, we may juſtly argue to his Wiſdom 
in his whole grandScheme.—Yea,and from the Wil 
dom, Glory and Beauty of particular Parts, we may be 
rationally convinced, that God's grand Scheme ig 
perfect in Wiſdom, Glory and Beauty, altho' it by 
to incomprehenſibly great, as to confound our Un- 
derſtandings. If we certainly know that God's 
Works are all uniform, and if there is one ſma 
Part that we can underſtand and comprehend, an} 
it we ſee this is perfectly wiſe, we may be aſſured the 
whole is ſo too; altho' when we try to look into it 
we feel our Minds quite. overwhelmed withits incom 
prehenſible Greatneſs. 

2. YEA, were there no particular Inſtance, | 
which we could ſee the Wiſdom of God in the Per 
miſſion of Sin, yet from the Perfections of the diving 
Nature alone, we have. ſuch full Evidence, that h 
muſt always act in the wiſeſt and beſt Manner, as thi 
we ought not in the leaſt to doubt it. 

In the Days of Eternity, long before the Found 
tion of the World, this Syſtem now inExiſtence,: 

this Plan which now takes place, and all other poi 


fible Syſtems, and all other poſſible Plans, more ie g 
Number perhaps than the very Sands on the ene 
Shore, all equally lay open to the divine View, and of. 
as eaſy to Almightineſs as another. He had Mane 
Choice : He had none to pleaſe, but himſelf : by 1: 
ſides him there was no Being: He had a perfedipin, 
good Taſte, and nothing to bias his Judgment, ans :\1 
was infinite in Wiſdom : this he chole : and thi eügn 
of all poſſible Syſtems, therefore, was the beſt, ini-r-b) 
nite Wiſdom and perfect Rectitude being Judges. N 


thereſore the Whole were as abſolutely incomp Es 
Hhealible by us, as it is by Children of Four Ye 


* 0 
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ze lold, yet we ought firmly to believe the whole to be 
perfect in Wiſdom; Glory and Beauty. 
in in 3. BUT if all God's Works are uniform, as has 


domWbcen ſaid, we may not only argue from the Wiſdom 
Wil Nor particular Parts, to the Wiſdom of the Whole; 


but alſo from the ſpecial Nature of particular 
parts, to the ſpecial Nature of the Whole; and ſo 
from a right Idea of particular Parts, which we are 
Able to comprehend, we may have ſome right Con- 
eptions of theWholezaltho' the Whole is too great 
or our Comprehenſion. And ſo here is a Clue, which 
jill lead us into a right View of the true Nature of 
Mc whole moral Syſtem, and help us, at leaſt, to 
ome partial View of the Wiſdom, Glory and Beau- 
y of the Whole. 

Ax indeed, it ſeems to have been God's De- 
gn, in this State of Inſtruction and Diſcipline, 
here we firft come into Exiſtence, and, from tſma!k 
eginnings, are to grow up to a more full Know- 
edge of God and Infight into his moral Govern- 
nent of the World, the Contemplation of which 
ill afford the moſt intenſe Delight to all holy Be- 
ngs, throughout eternal Ages; I ſay, it ſeems to 
ave been God's Delign, to ſuit Things to the pre- 


er polſent Weakneſs of our Capacities, by . repreſenting 
ore ide general Nature of the whole moral Syſtem in 
je Seine (elect Parts of it, giving us a Kind of a Pic- 
1d on enz of the Whole in Miniature, to lead us tg 


ad Mme right Notions of the Nature of the Whole. 

F: bil 11s certain, that, as all God's Works are uni- 
rfecierm, amidit all their infinite Variety, fo it has been 
it, u Method, in his leſſer Works in the moral World, 

d thiffe:gnedly to give a faint Image of his greater, and 

t, infW*r-by prepare the Way for their being the more 

ges. N underſtood. So the Redemption of lſracl out, 


Gf L2ypt was deſigned as a Shadow of our {piritual 
:cemption by Chriſt : and the Deliverance of the 
K 2 Jews 


196 The Wispon of God 


Jews out of Babylon was deſigned as a Reſemblang 
of the Deliverance of the Chrittian Church out 
myſtical Babylon. And there are almoſt innume 
rable Inſtances of the like Nature in Scripture. Ve 
the whole JewiſhDiſpenſation was evidently deſigne ho 
10 be emblematical. So indeed was every Thin 
in the natural World, from which Metaphors an 
Alluſions are conſtantly brought by Chriſt and hi 
Apoſtles, to repreſent and illuſtrate ſpiritual and d 
vine Things; as well as from the Jewiſh Diſpen 
dation, 

Ap indeed this was Workman-like,and becom 
ing the infinite Wiſdom of the great Cox TRIVH 
and FORMER of all Things, to whom all his Wall 
were known from the Beginning, and who deſigne 
this lower World, as the grand Stage of Action fe 
moral Agents, io to order Things in all Eis Work 
and in ail his Diſpenſations, as that one T hin 
ſhou'd give Light to another; Things in the nau 
ra! World, to Things in the moral; Things in th 
Jewiſh Diſpenſation, to Things in the Chriſtian, 

IT would, therefore, be perfectly analogous 
the reſt of God's Works, if he had deſigned fon 
eminent Parts of his grand Plan of moral Gove 
ment to contain in Miniature the Nature of tl 
Whole, and contrived them te repreſent, and ſuit 
them to point out to us the Wiſdom and Beauty « 
* his grand and glorious Sheme, which is roo Jary 
for our preſent Comprehenſion ; and too difficu 
to be underſtood, but by the Help of little Picturet 
where the Whole is contained in Miniature. _ 

5. YEA, We may venture to affirm, that of Ne 
ceſlity it muſt be the Caſe, that the Nature of t. 
Parts will certainly ſhew the Nature of the Wholt 
in a moral Syſtem, under the Government of hi 
who is the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and fore» 
For, while he conſtantly acts like himſelf, his rs 
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langer duct will be of a Piece, always like itſelf ; and 


"ut one Part of it will illuſtrate the Nature of another: 


amen ſo from the Knowledge of the Nature of various 
vers, we may certainly argue to the Nature of the 
en hole. As, let us but diligently obſerve a wiſe and 
bing d Man, who is uniform and ſteady in his Ways ; 
5 Wd from repeated Inſtances of his Conduct, we 
d an enter into the Knowledge of his Temper in 


'0 eneral, and perceive the Views and Deſigns which _ 


ipen.vern him. So let us but attend to the divine Con- 

uct, as recorded in that Book, which may juſtly be 
oMnominated the Hiſtory of the Deity, and enter 
io his Views and Deſigns, in particular Inftances 
' 0 his Conduct, as there intimated ; and we may with 
£0 ficient Certainty determine his moral Character, 
en ad the general Nature and Deſign of his whole Plan. 
on Stew me, therefore, his Views and Deſigns in 
| lun ffering Joſeph to be ſold, Iſrael to be oppreffed, 
mach haraohto harden his Heart, Iſrael to murmur and 
0 be! and fall in the Wilderneſs; and let me into 
©. e Wiſdom of his Conduct, in theſe particular 


10 arts of his grand Scheme; and then aſſure me 
"Wt the whole Syſtem is governed by the ſame in- 
'* tþ nitely wiſe Being; and how can I doubt the Wil- 


om of the Whole, while I behold the Wiſdom of 
ele particular Parts? Or how can I be at a Loſs 
ir the general Nature of the Whole, while I be- 
old the Nature of theſe particular Parts, and firmly 
tlieve that God always acts like himſelf, and keeps 
p a conſtant Uniformity thro' all the infinite Va- 
eties of Caſes and Circumſtances, that ever occur 
his moral Government of the World ? 
6. lF,therefore,thePlan which infiniteWiſdom con- 
ved to bring Jacob's Family into Egypt, and from 
ence thro' the Red-Sea and Wilderneſs into Cana- 
n, in which ſo much Sin was permitted, and fo 
ack Miſery endured, was, all Things conſidered, 
F the 
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the wiſeſt and beſt; as being ſo exactly ſuited to ſg 
all the Perfections of God in the fulleſt and ſtrongeſt 
Point of Light, and at the ſame Time tounmaſk thei 
Hearts, an d ſet their abſolute Dependence on God, 
and great Obligations to him, and the infinite Eu 
of Sin, in ſucha Light, as had the moſt powerf 
Tendeney to induce them, with penitent, humbly 
broken — in an entire Self-diffidence, to put 
their Truſt only in God, and be wholly devoted te 
him, to fear him, and love him, and walk in all hi 
Ways, and keep all his Commands, ſeeking his Glory 


beſt ſuited to promote the Glory of God, and th 
beſt Good of the Iſraelites; and to anſwer man 
noble Ends in that Age, and in all ſucceeding Ge 
nerations :—Such, no Doubt, muſt be the W hole 
God's moral Government of the World ; in whic 
- Ymmenſely great Plan, ſo much Sin is permitted, an 
fo much Miſery endured, i. e. It muſt be the be 
contrived Scheme poſſible, to advance the Gio 
of God, and the beſt Good of the moral Syſten 
I am ſenſible, there are many OBJECTIONS, whit 
will be apt to ariſe in the Reader's Mind, and whic 
are capable of being put into a very plauſible Dreſ 
and which, at firſt Sight, may ſeem to appear qui 
unanſwerable. Nor am I unwilling they {hould | 
ſet in their ſtrongeſt Light. *Tis beſt to look 
all Sides, and that with the utmoſt Care and ! 
partiality. And every honeſt Reader, who fincere 
defires to know the Truth, to underſtand the Re 
ſons of the divine Conc uct, and to ſee the W iſde 
Glory and Beauty of his univerſal Plan, will be 
turaily diſpoſed to look up to Heaven, and fay, © 
« thouFather of Ligh's, thou Fountain of al! Kno 
« ledge, ſenſible that we lack Wiaſdom,and encour 


« edby thy gracious Invitation, we come to Th 
. . : : © T4 i 


I fay, if that Plan was the wiſeſt, that could hay 
been contrived to anſwer theſe Ends; and ſo thi 
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who giveſt liberally to all that aſk, nor upbraideſt, 
nor denieſt the moſt unworthy, who .aſk in the 
Name of Chriit—Open thou our Eyes, that we 
may ſee the Wiſdom of thy Government, and 
behold the Beauty of thy Conduct, that we may 
not only juſtify thy Ways to Men; but ſtill, more 
than ever, love ad fear that fearful and glorious 
Name of-thine, The LoxD our Gop !'— For, 


ere is not one Point, in natural or revealed Reli- 
on, attended with ſo great Difficulties as THIS. 
herefore wegreatly need to haveourNearts purified, 
d our Minds enlightened by divine Grace; that, with 
rod Taſte, and an unbiaſs'd Judgment, we may 
rell into the hidden Myſteries of God's great and 

mal Kingdom. | | 


— The Objections are as follow———— 
1. How could it be for the Honour of the ſu- 
preme Lord and Governor of the Univerſe, to 
ſuffer Satan, his Enemy, by his Lies, to deceive, 
ſeduce and perſuade innocent Man to rebel againſt 
his ſacred Majeſty, and ſubject himſelf and all his 
Race to Death and Ruin ?” 

2. How could it be to the beſt Good of the 
moral Syſtem, that this lower World, inſtead of 
being inhabited by a Race of incarnate Angels, 
ever celebrating the Praiſes of their greatCreator, 
perfectly happy in hisImage & Favour, ſhould fink 
down into ſo near a Reſemblance to Hell, in Wick- 
ednefs and Woe? O how infinitely better would 
have been, if inStead of Sin and Miſery here, and 
eternal Pains of Hell hereafter, to be ſuffered by 
luch innumerable Multitudes, all had been for 
ever holy and happy !” | 
3. © How can it be made to appear, that Sin and 
Miſery were at all needful, much leſs abſolutely 
neceſſary, in a Syſtem originally holy and happy, 
to anſwer any valuable Ends? Would it not be 
K 4 * 
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4 to limit the holy Ove of Iſrael, to ſay, Thath 
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could find out no other Way, ſo good as this, if 
« exalt God, and render theSyſtem holy and happy,“ 
Beſides, Re 
4. Ix God wills Sin, then it ſeems, Sin is agree 50 
“ able to his Will : And if from all Eternity he df -* 
i creed the Miſery of his Creatures, then it ſeen] © 
their Miſery ſuits him. Both which, as is gran 1 
ed on all Hands, are directly contrary to Reaſ, bY 
1 and to Scripture.” a : 
Brok we attempt a direct Anſwer to theſeQ! i” 
jections, let three or four Things be premiſed. . 
t. BE it fo, that God's permitting Sin and Miſe 
to enter into the World, appears to us ever fo dar 7 x 
yet this is no Argument at all againſt the Wiſdonff | ; 
Glory and Beauty of the divine Conduct in this 4 * 
fair, For, there have been Inſtances of the div h 
Conduct, in a!lAppearance dark toPerfection, which in 
in the Reſult, have proved perfect in Wiſdom 2 * 
Beauty. When Jacob ſaw his Son's Coat all ſtainq “ 
with Blood, he had nothing but Darkneſs and Dea 4 | 
before his Eyes. An evil Beaft, ſaid he, ha A 
© devoured him: Joſeph is without doubt rent by 
« Pieces.” Wherefore he rent his Cloaths, af. 4 
e put on Sackcloth, and mourned for his Son, 2 4 
e refuſed to be comforted.” Nor had he the le: 4 
Gleam of Light, for above 20 Years, in this da 7 
Affair. Yea, it grew darker, when Simeon was le 3 
bound in Egypt, never to be releaſed, unleſs Beni 8. 
min went alſo. © Joſeph is not,” ſays he, al -, 
Simeon is not | And ye will take a7 7 aw B 
« Al theſe Things are againſt me.“ —So he ſpak 1 i 
and ſo he thought; for ſo Things appeared. "uy 
But yet afterwards he viewed the whole Plan in = 
very different Light, as being contrived and brought. Tc 
about by infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs. A 


doubtleſs he was ready to ſay, © Never let me, 


a 
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poor {hort-ſighted Creature, venture aga'n to call 
in Queſtion the Wiſdom of the ſupreme Gover- 
nor of the World, all whoſe Ways are periect, 
Remember it, O my Soul, from this Time for- 
wird, And for the future, let me learn to do my 
Huy, and chearfully leave God to order all Things 
s he pleaſes : firmly believing all his Conduct to 
be wife, whether I can ſee thro' it, or no.“ 
Axp how dark toMoſes, fled into the Land of Mi- 
1n 10 ſave his Life, muſt the divine Conduct ap- 
eO in ſuffering his Brethren, the Children of Iſrael 
| be ſo cruelly uſed by Pharaoh? Nor had he the leaſt 
ie aof Light, in this dark Affair, for forty Years. 
dan afterwards appeared to be full of the wonderful 
don dom of God, as we have before oble.ved. And 
is ub, Moſes ſaw it, to his abundant Satisfaction. 
dender as for the Inhabitants of Egypt, when they 
hic that Pharaoh, their grand Monarch, and all 
n a bels were drowned in the Red Sea——And as 
** r the Iſraelites, whoſe Carcaſes were doom'd to 
Dea 2 the Wilderneſs—theſe Diſpenſations were to 
he ie dark, and they in ſuch a Temper, that 
| was near or quite impoſſible, they ſhould ſee the 


iat) 
is, t 


py! 


ore 
1e de 
leet 
gran 
calc 


ent | | 
by: dom of God in them. —Nor was it ſtrange, they 
ad not fee. But this leads me to add, 
e le. 1 HAT it is not at all ſtrange, that God's Con- 


ct in the Permiſſion of Sin ſhould appear ex- 
ding dark to us, how wiſe, glorious and beautiful 
wer it is in itſelf, and in the Eyes of God. 
becauſe our Views of God's grand Plan are ſovery 
perfect, When God has finiſhed his Scheme, all 
y Beings will- eafily ſee the Beauty of it. For 
en 1t will appear, what he had in View, and how 
lely every hing was ordered to anſwer the no- 
elt and beſt Ends. It was eaſy, when Jacob be- 
d Joſeph Governor over all the Land of Egypt, 
him to ſee thro' an Affair, which before, for a 

| long 
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as the Scriptures teach; *they are not in a Capa 
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long Courſe of Years, had been abſolutely inen 
cable. Befides—(2.) It is not ſtrange, that Golf 
preſent Plan of Government appears ſo dark toi 
however divine and glorious it is in it ſelf, confide 
ing how ill a Taſte we have. It is not to be expe 
ed, that fallen Creatures, greatly alienated fromt 
Deity, and of a Temper quite contrary to his, ſhoy 
be ſuited with his Plans of Government. If wick 
Men are Enemies to God, and Enemies to his La 


to diſcern the Beauty of a Plan all over divine. 
was not ſtrange, that the Egyptians could not ſee! 
Wiſdom of God in the Overthrow of Pharaoh x 
his Hoſts. Nor was it ſtrange, that the wicked 
raelites were ſo far from ſeeing the Wiſdom of G 
in dooming their Carcaſes to fail in the Wilderne 
that they were rather diſpoſed to blaſpheme 
Name. Yea, they began their Blaſphemy bei 
they received their Doom. And when they mig 
have gone right on to Canaan, had it not been 1h 
own Fault, they began to ſay, that God had brouy 
them gut of Egypt on Purpoſe to deftroy them 
Tuſt as ſome deſperate Sinners, who are deat to 
the Calls of the Goſpel, and refuſe to march for 
heaveniy Canaan, ſometimes in Fits of Hort 
are ready to think, that God made them on Purp 
to damn them. It is eaſy for us to ſee the Une 
ſonableneſs and Ferveriencis of the Children 
Iirael, and impeniteat, obitinate Sinners are cvide 
ly quite as much to Blame: but you cannot mi 
them ſee it; nor could Moſes make the lſrce'ites! 
it in theirCaſe, Nor is it to be expected, that Cn 
tures, io far ſunk into Depravity and Guilt, will 
diippige to juitity God and his Ways, altho' all 
Diſpenſations are ever ſo wiſe and juſt. But il 
their Diſlike to the divine Government, be it ever 
5 | -_- greqqeen 
* Rom. VIII. 7. f Num. XIV. Wa 


; 
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at, is no Sign but that it is perfectly wiſe, h 3 


ne 

you and good. Moſes thought not the Jeſs honour- 
to of God's Conduct in the Overthro of Pharaoh, 
nfiddM-:uſe it looked ſo dark to the Egyptians. Nor 


e Inhabitants of Heaven think the leſs honour- 
of God's Condud in thePermiſſion and Puniſh- 
Wit of Sin in general, becauſe it looks ſo dark to 
tintte Sinners. —God has given us an Inſtance— 


s Lifftizour 168 Years before the Babyloniſh Capti- 
apa, after the Iſraelites had been in the promiſed 
ne. Mid 693 Years, and by their Perverſeneſs had 
ſcetMiried out God's Patience, ſo that God was pro- 


oh ed to give them up to their Hearts Luſts, Iſaiah 
cked Ws (ent with this awful Meſſage to them, Go 
of ind tell this People, Hear ye indeed; but under- 


lernetand not: ſee ye indeed; but perceive not: 
me make the Heart of this People fat, and make 
 beliheir Ears heavy, and ſhut their Eyes” &c. 
; midWThen ſaid 1, Lord, how long? And he anſwered, 
-n thMCntil the Cities be waſted, without Inhabitant, 
zrouMand the Houſes without Man, and the Land be 
hem FWutterly deſolate.” + Than which nothing could 
af to Wk more dark to the guilty Jews, thus doomed to 
for ruction. Yet, to the Inhabitants of Heaven, 
HordÞd's Conduct, in all this, appeared to be unutter- 
Purpy glorious. So that upon the Occaſion they 
Unrdn © cried,” as under the deepeſt Impreſſions, 
iren Holy, Holy, Holy'is the Lord of Hoſts, the whole 
v.detarth is fl of his Glory.“ f So again in the 
t raFeteenth Chapter of the Revelation, we have the 
ites uenly Hoſts repreſented as in the higheſt Exſtacy 
t Cre Joy, on Occaſion of the Deſtruction of myſtical 
will Wylon ; which, yet, no doubt, when it comes to 
all , will appear inexpreſſibly dark and glomuuy to 
it ih Pope, and his Party; altho' the Poor perſecuted 
evernts in Popith Countries will be ready, to join the 
grevenly Hoſts in their Songs of Praiſe, Yea, 
Vai, VI. 3. Wax 
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Wurd I think over former Diſpenſations 
Providence, — Joſeph's Affair, and how dark it 2 
peared to Jacob—the Caſe of the Iſraelites in { 
Bondage in Egypt, and how dark it appeared 
Moſes fled into Midian - And that this Jacob,and t 
Moſes, were the beſt of Men, and the Favourit 
of Heaven; and yet the divine Conduct to the 
was abſolutely unaccountable—And as I look alo 
thro' the Bible, I can think of other Inſtances oft! 


like Nature, one after another, till J come to 5 
Crucifixion of Chriſt; the moft horrid Sin, that « * 


was committed : an Affair exceeding dark to t 
Diſciples, the beſt of Men then in the Won 
and who were even ready, Things looked fo da 
to give up all Hopes of his being the Meſliah: 
ſay, when I conſider theſe, I cannot bat conclud 
that if the moſt holy and knowing Men on Es 


were entirely unable to ſolve the foremention E 
Difficulties, relative to the Permiſſion of Sin, yet 1 
would be no juſt Inducement to doubt of the « 
vine Wiſdom. Yea, 964 
4. However dark the Affair appears, or ho 7 
ever unanſwerable the Objections may ſeem to Wi; (> 
et we have itrict Demonſtration, that, of all poſſiſiſ nec 
lans, this is the beſt. For, before the Foundati 7p 
of the World, it was at God's Election, to crealſh, tt. 
or not to create: And of all poſſible Syſte ms, he Mum 
his Choice: nor was there any Thing to byaſs od v 
Judgment: nor was it poſſible he thould make; t. 
Miſtake : all Things were open and naked bein: .. 
him: he knew which was the beſt : and he chic. 
this: and therefore, this, to him appeared pretqÞ,.... 
a to any other : and therefore it was really t ad, 
beſt. : 
Ap what then if we are not able fully to fol E 
the Difficulties? Is it not altogether reaſonable Nite 


conclude, that it is owing to our not ſceing 
; 3 


—_— 
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pole Plan, or to our Want of a good Taſte, or 
oh? It is certain, that we are very far from a full 
--w of the whole Plan, We came into Exiſtence, 
zit were, but N We are juſt emerging 
it of Non- entity. We ſtill border on Non- exiſtence. 
Ve are but ball awake, if fo much. When we en- 
into the eternal World, if this ſhort Period is 
the. ſpent, we may hope to have our intellectual 
{Al owers quite awake, and to be in a better Capacity 
011 {earch into the Nature, and diſcern the Beauties 
'0 God's eternal Kingdom.—And beſides the Nar- 
a BW neſs of our, preſent Views, our Taſte too, js at 
— ent much vitiated. The beſt of Men in this 
Vonrorid, are far from that highReliſh for moralBeau- 
: Or „ which is needful to render them good Judges, on 
iah lan fo altogether holy and divine, as tlijs muſt 
lu nainly be. And while we are are conſcious to our 
E. lyes, that, with Peter, we are apt to “ ſavour, not 
won the Things which be of God ; but the Things 
lich be of Men :” and that our Minds lie under 
e Many Byaſſes and Prejudices; too ſtrongly attached 
our private Intereſt, 'but little concerned for the 
lonour of the divine Majeſty, or for the Honour of 
s Government, and the Welfare of his everlaſting 
ngdom, little caring for any Thing, farther 
an our own Intereſt is concerned. Too much 
ke the Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs, who were always 
urmuring againſt God and againſt Moſes ;altho' 
od was all the while taking the wiſeſt Methods 
nay th them, and Moſes was faithful to him that ap- 
belfnted him: but if their Appetites andDeſires were 
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chi oſſed, and they,diſappointedLin their narrow ſelfiſh 
Prei hemes, they could ſee no Beauty in God's Con- 
a, nor Glory in his grand Deſigns; but wiſhed 


emſelves back again to Egypt: not caring what 
be ame of the Honour of God's great Name, and 
ble ue ſtupid to all the noble Ends God had in View. 
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in their Separation from the Reſt of the World, wlfſi*! 
be his peculiar People: — I ſay, while we are con- 
ſcious to this Low- ſpiritedneſs, to this mean, narrow 
ſelfiſh Femper, and feel ourſelves ſo much untouch' 
with the infinite Greatneſs and Glory of the Deity 
and fo little mtereſted in, and concerned for th 


Honour of his great Name, and theeverleſting Ea 
bliſhment of his Authority, and general Good of th"! 
moral Syſtem, we cannot but be ſenfible, that . 
are very unfit Judges on the Beauty and Goode. 
of his Plan; as 'tis eaſy to ſee, the Iſraelites were, ooffÞ-** 
the Wiſdom and Beauty of God's Conduct with then! 
in the Wildernefs. They were too low-fpirited,an'* 
of too mean and ſelfiſh Views, to be ſtruck with HD. 
Beauty of thoſe noble and God-like Defigns, Go 
had in View, in their Separation from the Reſt of He 
World. To God it appeared of vaſt Importance , 
as Things were then ſituate in the World, to give t 
Check to the univerſal Spread of Idolatry and Igo 
rance, and to revive the Knowledge of the true Go 
and of the true Religion. And ina View to the g. 
noble Ends, all his Conduct in Egypt, at the BH 
ſea, and in the Wilderneſs, appeared to him perted ier 
wiſe and beautiful. To the Ifraclites, nothing ] N 

70M 


peared of Importance, but that their Intereſt, Eal 
and Comfort ſhould be conſulted, and provided fo 
Which not being done to their Minds in the Wi 
derneſs, they heartily repented they ever hearkene 
to Moſes, or ever left Egypt, and would have deſe 
ed Moſes, made a Captain, and returned, had n. 
Almightineſs interpoſed : And the Idols, Leak 
Onions and Fleſh-Pots of Egypt, would have give 
them Content ; while the Name of the God 
Abraham ſunk intouniverſalContemptby theMean 
among all Nations, and Idolatry became more eli 
bliſhed than ever ; as it would have done, had thi 
deſerted Moſes, and returned, as was by — pr 
poſed. 
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poſed.— Now 'tis plain, this people were no pro- 
Jer Judges of the Wiidom and Beauty of God's Con- 
duct. They were of ſo ill a Taſte, and their Tem- 
xr was lo different from God's, that they would 
naturally be blind to the Beauty of his Ways, and 
[way ſtand ready to quarrel with him. 

Ez Har their Temper from the very firſt been right, 
Hd their Taſte good, they might have had a ſuffici- 
it Infight into God's Deſigns, altho' very far from 
full View: I fay, a ſufficient Inſight into God's 
Deligns, to have diſcovered a great Deal of Wiſdom 


men his Conduct, in ſuffering Pharaoh to exalt Eimſelf 
, 20 ud bid Defiance, till all God's Wonders were 
h throught in Egypt; and afterwards to harden his 


Heart, and purſue Iſrael, and drive into the Midſt of 
he Red- Sea; that there God might ſhew his Pow- 
r, and Cauſe his Name to be declared throughout 
llthe Earth; that ITael might know, that he was 
he LoRD, and might in Ages to come tell their 
hildren, and their Childrens Children, of all theſe 
ohty Works; that they might know, that the 
19ds of the Heathen were no Gods, and might for 
ver cleave to the Gop of their Fathers. 
Nor had they the leaſt Reaſon at any one Time, 
om the Day they paſſed thro' the Red-Sea, to diſ- 
Ike one Step which God took: nor would they have 
Ine it, had they had a right Diſpoſition. Yea, a 
od I'aſte would have enabled them to have ſeen 
uch Wiſdom in all God's Ways. © Here in this 
* Wilderneſs, where there is neither Bread, nor 
Water, nor Fleſh, even here is a good Place for 
gin the God of Abraham, our Father, to ſhew his 
* Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, and train us up 
nll to a Senſe of his Allſufficiency, and bring us to 
live wholly upon him, as Children upon a Fa- 
cher, and to be wholly devoted to him.” Thus 
light they have thought. — And in ſtead of mur- 
L 2 muring 


— — - — — 


done fo, had they been of ſuch aTemper, and ſpe 
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muring at every new Difficulty, and then falling ** 
under theFrowns of the Almighty, they might hae 
ſpent their whole Time in Prayer and Praiſe—t 

they arrived at Mount Sinai And while they wer 
ſetting up the Tabernacle—And while the Spig © 
were gone to ſearch out the Land. —And had the 


their Time thus, thoſe 14 or 15Months, all inPraye 
andPraiſe, the wholeCongregation would have bee 
prepared to have diſregarded the tenSpies,and chen 
fully to have joined with Caleb and Joſhua, ſayin 
< It theLord is with us, there is no Danger. Ha 
not we all ſeen what he did in Egypt, at the Red 
«« dea,and fince;? And he that has done theſe Thing 
cannot want Power, or Willingneſs to do wha... 
remains, unleſs by our Unbelief and Perverſene 
„% we ſhould provoke bim to caſt us off.“ And 
they might have marched right on to Canaan, drive 
out the Inhabitants, and taken Poſſeſſion. ——B 
they were of a Temper every Way the Reverſe. An 
they acted as they felt. And it happened to the 
. Carcaſes were doomed t 
fall in the Wilderneſs—they behavedlike wild Bui 
in a Net upon the Occaſion — blaſphemed God 
ſtormed atMoſes—tillGod was obliged to ſtrike the 
dead by Hundreds, and by Thouſands, from I. 
to Time, before he could ſubdue them. 

Now * they were our Enſamples, and the 
Things were written for our Inſtruction.” * IL 
us take Heed therefore, that we do not murmur 
the divine Conduct in the Government of the Wo 
as they did. Nor venture blaſphemouſly to i 
He has brought us out of Egypt into this W. 
© derneſs, on Purpoſe to deſtroy us —— He I E= 
« ſuffered Mankind to fall into a State of Sin af (5; 
« Miſery, that he might delight himſelf in ti ton 


& eter 
* 1 Cor. 41 2. Re * 
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eternal Torments of the damned.“ Whenas, the 
ſtaelites would not have fallen in the Wildernels, 
id they not perverſely deſpiſed the good Land, 
hich flowed with Milk and Honey; and refuſed 
:ive Credit to the Revelation they had of God's 
eadineſs to lead them into Canaan. [And let it 
;remembred, that it was not God's Decree, but 
eir own dearly beloved Luſts and Corruptions, 
hich influenced them to conduct as they did.] 
(or ſhall we ever be ſentenced to Hell, unleſs we 
ſpiſe the Glories of Heaven, and prefer fhe Leeks 
d Onions of Egypt, the Pleaſures of Sin and of 
World; and fo turn our Backs upon God, and 
fuſe to give Credit to the Revelation made to us 
the Goſpel, of God's Readineſs to be reconciled 
o' Chriſt, and to grant us his holy Spirit to 
id us on to the heavenly Canaan ; and refuſe to 
1 mply with the Goſpel-Way of Life. And it we 
* dat thus wickedly, it is as reaſonable we ſhould 
Ar riſh, as it was, that the Carcaſes of the wicked 
ch raelites ſhould fall in the Wilderneſs. And as 
: Wy teir Carcaſes falling in the Wilderneſs was over- 
T | led by infinite Wiſdom for the general Good of 
4 it Community, and to fill the whole Earth with 
14 5 Glory : So will the righteous Puniſhment of the 
15 icked eternally in Hell be over- ruled to the Good 
Fuß the intelligent Syſtem, and God will be exalted 
* roughout all his Dominions. Read Rev. XIX. 1, —6. 
1 THe wicked [ſraelites did not feel themſelves to 
Wame, to be ſure, not much to Blame, for all their 
yt lurmurings and Rebellions. “ Who among 
| * Mortals,” they were ready to ſay, © would con- 
9% duct otherwiſe than we do, — © the like Cir- 
i cumſtances! We were always againſt leaving 
le Egypt, and entering on ſo wild an Expedition. 
_ God has contrived it on Purpoſe for our Deſtrue- 
in on! Fools that we were, ever to leave theFleſh- 
eteri L 3 6 Pots 
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Pots of Egypt! Would toGod we had lived in 
© died there! This had been our Higheſt Interet 2 
Therefore let us make aCaptain, and return, an » 
* make our Peace with the Egyptians as well o 
„Wwe can, and ſubmit to our ED for ever. en 
When therefore the Judgments of God came uporſhu 
them in ſuch a dreadful Manner, they would natuſun 
rally be ſo far from ſeeing the Juſtice or Wiſdon 
of the divine Conduct, that their Hearts would 
full of dlaſphemous Thoughts againſt God ang 
Moſes ; and the whole divine Conduct would appez 
dark and unaccountable, to the higheſt Degree. 
And in all this they ſhew the very Spirit of unhum M 
bled obſtinate Sinners, who are inſenſible of theififf of 
Sin and Guilt, and Deſert of eternal DamnationWey « 
and are ready to ſay, God brought us into Bein 
on Purpoie to damn us. We had no Hand ini 
„We would not have choſe it. Would to Gd 
„we had never been born! Oh that we could re 
turn to Non-exiſtence ! That would be our t 
* Intereſt.” And inſtead of ſeeing the Wiſdom u 
Juſtice of God in his Diſpenſations towards the 
they are full of blaſphemous Thoughts, and 
whole of the divine Conduct appears to them Car 
and unaccountable, to the higheſt Degree. 
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_ Hap the Iſraelites been thoroughly ſenſible ho 
hateful their Egyptian Temper, their carnal DiſpqF ob 
ſition, their Infidelity, and their continual Murmiſ ide 


ings were; and how much to blame they appear 
in the Sight of God; the Juſtice of the divine Cal 
duct would, by them, have been eaſily ſeen, A 
that would have prepared them to have ſeen 
Wiſdom of his Ways too.“ Tis fit, ſuch Wretch 
« as we, ſhould be ſhut out of the promiſed Lan 
% and that our Carcaſes ſhould fall in this Wild Man 
e neſs. And righteous art thou, O Lord, in fe en 


« Doom, We have but our juſt Deſerts. ther: 
1 | « Wond; 
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Wonder the Earth ſwallows up ſuch Monſters, 
and that Thouſands are ſtruck dead in a Moment, 
who are guilty of ſuch Crimes. The Honour 
of the divine Majeſty requires this Severity. And 
even the Good of ourPoſterity makes it neceflary.” 
hus would they have thought. — Nor can un- 
umbled, obſtinate Sinners ever diſcern the Wiſdom 
d Beauty of the divine Government in general, 
til firſt their uncircumciſed Hearts are humbled, 
Wd they cordially approve of the Juſtice of God's. 
aw, by which they ſtand condemned—— And are 
born again” ——As it is written, Except a 
Man be born again, he cannot fee the Kingdom 
of God.” For it is the © pure in Heart,” and 


ationfiſ$cy only, that “ ſhall sER God.” For © the na- 
BeinfWral Man,” who is deſtitute ef a * holy, 
1 ini ine Taſte, „ diſcerneth not the Things of the 
» Go@iit of God“ ſeeth not the divine Beauty of 


eLaw, or of the Goſpel and for the ſame Reaſon 
blind to the Wiſdom, Glory and Beauty of God's 
iverſal Plan. — 80 very blind, that the full and 
ear Revelation to be made of it at the Day 
judgment, how convincing ſoever it may be to 
tr Reaſon and Conſcience, will be far from ſuit- 
g their Hearts, Nor will the Beauty and Ami- 
leneſs of it be by them ever diſcerned. For as 
e obſtinate Iſraelites, whoſe Carcaſes fell in the 
ilderneſs, never ſaw the Beauty of God's Con- 
towards that. Congregation ; fo neither will 
ole, who die impenitent, ever fee the Beauty and 
ory of God's univerſal Plan. —But in Heaven it 
|! be ſeen. 
To conclude, As all the hard Thoughts of the 
ine Conduct, which are to be found in theHearts 
Mankind, thro' a fallen, depraved, guilty World, 
le entirely from our partial Views and bad Taſte; 
5, Nſthece is no other Remedy, but, firſt of all, to have 
"ond; L 4 1 our 


— — . | 
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Things; ſo hither ſhould we come, with hon: 
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our Hearts renewed and ſanctified by divineGrace al 
and then to endeavour to enlarge our Views 0 
God's univerſal Plan, and ſearch into the Nature 
the divine Government, and the glorious Deſign 
and noble Ends which infinite Wiſdom has inViey 
and will at laſt accompliſh. 

AND as the BiBLE contains an authentic Hiſte 
of the Conduct of the Deity, for a long Series of m 
ny hundred Years ; and by prophetic Repreſentati 
ons, opens to our View Things yet to come to pals 
as far down as to the End of the World, and th 
general Judgment, and the Conſummation of: 


Minds and pure Hearts, and form all our Notio 
of God's moral Perfections, the Nature of his mor 
Government, and of his Views, Ends and Deſig 


in all his Works, from what we find here writte " 
Nor ought any Solutions of Difficulties to be a 
counted right, but fuch as quadrate exactly with,ye 5 
are the natural Reſult of, Scripture-Repreſentation L ' — 
SOME of the Heathen Philoſophers, who knew nl , | 
better, imagined there were two Gods. A go 4 
God, the Author of all Good in the Syſtem, who... 
they called ORoMaAsDEs : and an evil God, tt 7 
Authot of all Evil in the Syſtem, whom they calq n | 
ARIMANIUS. But it is enough for us, to confu 6 
this Hypotheſis, that the BiBLE teaches us, tt C 
there is but ont Gop ; and that he is abſolute org 
ſupreme; and does according to his Pleaſure int 4 
Armies of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants "ors 
the Earth; and that his Providence extends to ef. 8 
ry Thing, both good and bad. And it is ſuppoſe C 
that thofe remarkable Words, in Iſai. XLV. 6, 1 3 
directed to Cyrus, King of Perſia, where the for 110 
mentioned Notion, of two Gods, anciently preval 4 
ed, were deſigned in expreſs Contradiction to H * 
Doctrine. ** I am the Lokp, and there * . 


e 
M Pag 
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ol eſe, I form Light, and create Darkneſs : I 
as make Peace, and create Evil: I the Lokp do all 
* theſe Things. 
ier SOME, who profeſs to adhere to divine Revela- 
ON, in order to ſolve the Difficulties relative to 
TR 2l's Permiſſion of Sin, affirm, it came to paſs un- 
fm: pxRediy to the divine Being; as he was not ca- 
* wle of foreſeeing what would be the Conduct of 
od e Agents. But it is enough for us to-confute this 
1 th potheſis, that we have Hundreds of Inſtances in 
ore, of God's Fore· knowledge of the Conduct 
r Agents, and that it is a Doctrine conftantly 
dio ht, and inculcated in the Bible.“ 
mall ERS, to ſolve the Difficulties, have aſſerted, 
ent was not in the Power of God to prevent the 
bw of Free-Agents,. without deſtroying their Free- 
be 20 geney, and turning them into intelligent Machines, 
thy capable of Virtue, as well as of Vice. But it is 
* jough for us, to confute this Hypotheſis, that it is 
en V to plain Scripture- Repreſentations, which 
90 ich us, that the Man Chriſt Jeſus, our ſecond Adam, 
e free Agent, capable of the higheſt Virtue, and 
, if in a confirmed State, fo that he could not ſin; as 
ol allo all the Saints and Angels now ein Heaven. 
mie whence it appears, that it was in God's Power 
* have confirmed all Intelligences at firſt; and left 
uten moral Agents notwithſtanding. 
inrnzxs, to ſolve the Difficulties till more fully, 
ants e not only aſſerted as above, but alſo denied t::e 
0 en py of Hell-Torments, and affirmed the uni- 
poſe a) Salvation of Men and Devils. But it is eno' 
„ 6, Us, to confute this Hypotheſis, that inſtead of its 
e for 15 taught in Seripture, it is contrary to what thoſe 
cot . ible Writings affirm, in Language, as plain, 
to t ex pr els, and repeated, as could have been ex- 
XK 9 _ P pected, 
66 ell e this proved a ' A : 
; Pag, Wk t large in Mr, Edward; on Liberty, 
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pected, if God had intended to e(i2bliſh us ever 
fully in the Belief of the Eternity of Hell-Te 
ments. Of which, more afterwards. 

Bor it will be ſaid, If God certainly forekne 
& that Man would fall, unleſs he interpoſed, : 
„ undertook for their Safety: and if it was in 
« Power to have done it : and it Millions would 
&« eternaliy miſerable in Hell, if he did it not: w| 
„ did not he interpoſe and undertake” ? - Nc 
dare ſay, for want of Fore-thought, or of a thoroy 
weighing of the Affair, with all its Conſequence 
for he had had the whole in full View,from eter 
Azes,—Nor will any pretend, it was abſolutely wit 
out any End atall : for an infinitely wiſe Being 
ways acts upon Deſign. 

„Now God of his infinite Mercy grant, that 
% a diligent Attention to the divine Oracles, : 
e thra' the Illumination of the holy Spirit, we 
come to ſuch an Underſtanding of this Diſpenl 
6 tion of his Providence, as may tend to create in 
&« the greateſt Dread of Sin, and the higheſt Ve 
& ration for the divine Majeſty ; and thew use 
c entire abſolute Dependence on God, and iin 
“Obligations to him; that we may learn to be pl 
ce fectly ſelf-diſſident, to truſt wholly in God, 3 
live wholly to him, thro' Jeſus Chriſt ; to whe 
« be Glory in the Church, World without Lu 
AMEN, 
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Genzs1s L. 20. 
YE thought Evil againſt Me ; but God 


ment it unto Good 18 


* 
> 


Ve . 
80 CRE the ſupreme Monarch of the Univerſe 
* * an arbitrary, deſpotie Being, conducting 
e p 


without any Regard to what is fitting and 
h having no Reaſon or Motive for what he doth, 
rany End in View; all our Enquiries and Re- 
Wrches into the Wiſdom of God in the Permiſſion 
din, muſt be for ever in vain. - If he makes his 
il his only Rule of Action; and wills as he 
s, without any Reaſon or Motive; a Stop, an 
mal Stop, ought to be put to all Enquiries. For, 
Reaſon is to be ſought for a Thing, which is 
e abſolutely without any Reaſon at all.—But if 
ſupreme Monarch of the Univerſe is a Being of 
ute Wiſdom, and always chooſes what is beſt, 
MOI does what is moſt fitting, working all Things 
ding to the COUNSEL of bis «wn Will (Eph. I. ) . 

| then 
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then his univerſal Plan muſt be, yea, we may er: 
quite certain that it actually is, perfect in Wiſdooſor 
Glory and Beauty. —— And now it becomes us e! 
awaken all the Powers of our Souls to Attentioſ am 
and it is worth our while to dwell whole Days l. 
Months and Years, on this greateſt and nobletW G 
all Themes. And if we feel that the immeſ? 
Greatneſs of the Plan confounds us, and find Þ$ 1 | 
ſelves ſtill at a Loſs, yet being aſſured, the 'wholeſQ3* 
perfect in Beauty, we will look into it, as far as Work 
can; and haſten to prepare for the World of Li 
above, where the Glories of this grand Scheme viÞ: 
open to our View, and afford Matter of the ſweet 
Contemplation, and moſt divine Delightthro' ei 
nal Ages.——Since we are but juſt emerged out 
Non- exiſtence, have ſo very ſmall an Acquaintz 
with God's World, and ſo feeble-and weak a Ti 
ſo poor a Diſcernment of what is moſt beaut 
and beft, it muſt not ſeem ſtrange to us, if wer 
ſee but a little Way into the Glories of the di 
Plan. Yet knowing that it is fo very exceed 
glorious, being choſen by infinite Wiſdom bel 
all other poſſible Plans, altho' infinite in Nun 
and Variety in the View of Omniſcience, we 
ardently long to look into it, and ſearch the Sei 
tures daily, ſtudy the Nature of the Deity, and lit 
our Eyes to Heaven for divine Light and Inſtrudiſ 

ALL that hath been ſaid in the foregoing 
mons, being kept in Mind, that we may nowe 
directly into a View of the Wiſdom of God in 
Permiſſion of Sin, and ay a Foundation for the 
Jution of all Objections, we muſt look back to 
Beginning of God's Works, and view his Cong God, 
from Step to Step, and enquire into the Resſonſe, at 
each as we go along. And God grant us aiten'on, 
Minds, and right and enlarged Views, and a Hrme 
Taſte to diſcern the Beauty and Glory of his d cf 
HJ 10 
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erſal Plan And let us begin as the Bible begins. 
or that beſt of Books is to bo our conſtant Guide, 
e Man of our Counlel, a Light to our Feet, and a 
amp to our Paths, in all the Way we go. 
1. A GRAND and noble THEATRE was erected 
; God ; a ſtanding, viſible Evidence of his eter- 
mer Power and Godhead ; compleatly furniſhed out, 
nd a Place of Habitation for Man; and as the grand 
hole$:ze of Action, and Scene of all God's wonderful 
as Works, till the Day of Judgment. What Uſe is to 
Li made of the material Syſtem after the Day of 
ne iament, ſhall be conſidered in its Place. 
wee HEN we read the firſt Verſe in — the 
y ei ianing God created the Heaven and the Earth—with 
ouWat follows in that Chapter We behold the whole 
intaWteria! Syſtem ariſing out of Nothing into Being, 
God's almighty Power. —Firſt, it exiſts a CHAos, 
r Form and void, buried in profound Darkneſs ; 
„ in fix Days, the whole is ſet in a moſt har- 
onious and beautiful Order; a viſible and noble 
eeimen of the infinite Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
of the GREAT ETERNAL. —And how know we 


t that the intellectual Syſtem, reduced to ſo near 
we Neſemblance of a Chaos, by the Revolt and prevail- 
e del Influence of the Angels who left their firſt Eſtate, 
d lil vet under the Conduct of infinite Wiſdom, 
rudi under the Conduct of Maſſiab the Prince, ſtand 


h in perfect Order, and the moſt beautiful Har- 
ny, a bright and noble Image of all the glorious 
tions of the 1nvi/ible God? 5 
t A THEATER being erected, proper to raiſe 
ntelligent Creatures, ſublime & exalted Thoughts 
God, in the next Place, Man, a noble Crea- 
e, an, intelligent-free-Agent, capable of moral 
uon, and a proper Subject of moral Government, 
ormed by God, and placed upon the Stage, as 

ad of a numerous Race, and made Lord of this 


lower 
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lower World. © God created Man in his oy 
Image, in the Image of God created he him Wo 
«© Male and Female created he them. And God 
© bleſſed them, and God ſaid unto them, Ee fru 
„and multiply, and repleniſh the Earth, and ſub C 
due it: and have Dominion over the Fiſh of thi | 
<« Sea, and over the Fowl of theAir, and over everi:n: 
“ living Thing that moveth upon the Face of H. 
«: Zarth.” G. J. 27, 28. n. 
Ap here it ought to be obſerved, and it ougl th 
never to be forgotten by us, that God, in the , 
pacity of Creator, did well, by his Creature, MaſsC: 
He was made capable of knowing, loving, obeyinfif 5: 
and enjoying God; as allo of ſeeing the Beauty: 
taſting the Sweetneſs of the Fruits of Paradiſe : a 
he had a high Reliſh for Knowledge and Hap : 
neſs. —Beſides, he was formed for Society, and | 
an agreable Companion, and the Proſpect of 
happy Poſterity, who would grow up and hond 
and love him as their common Father, thro' 
Generations. And he had open to his View 
the:Glories of the viſible Creation, to inſpire | 
with ſublime and exalted Thoughts of God, wif 
had .brought him into Exiſtence, and made | 
Lord of all here below. Surely, God, the Cr 
tor, dealt well by his Creature, Man, whom he i: 
made but a-little lower than theAngels,and crow 
with Glory and Honour. And God ſaw every 1 ſen 
that he made, and behold it was very Good, Gen. I. 3 
And therefore, | 922 

3. Man was under the greateſt Obligations toly a 
love the infinitely glorious God, his Maker, with . 
his Heart, and to be for ever in Subjection to * 
Authority, and obedient to his Will. And 2 
was not only his Duty, but ſuch was his Make, fs 
it would have afforded him the moſt refined P. the 


ſure and Delight. Therefore let it be rept 2 
” / % | 


| — 
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un, that God, his Creator, had done well by his Crea- 
owl; an. And if after all this, he ſhould fail 
him Won God, it muit be his own Fault; nor could he 
Go longer deſerve the Favour of his Maker, but to 
ſruMic under his everlaſting Diſpleaſure. Therefore, 
| {Wl Or Courſe his everlaſting Welfare muſt depend 
of his good Behaviour, And had there been noCo- 
 ever@34nt or Conſtitution at all, only the mere Law of 
of Mature ; yet according to that, it would have be- 
ne the mz Hig, as moral Governour and Judge 
oug 'the World, in Caſe of the Rebellion of his Crea- 
he , Man, to have teſtified his highDiſpleaſure againſt 
Ma Crime, in his everlaſtingDeſtruction. For thell age 
beyi hin i Death. The Honour of theDeity would have 
ld for ſuch a Puniſk ment, as well as the Good 


Ity 2 

2 the intelligent Syſtem, that all might hear ard 
Har and do no more fo Wickedly. Wherefore 
nd Hd, as the holy and good Governour of the World, 
t of Worelily aflures his Creature, Man, what be might 
hond pend upon in Caſe of Diſobedience. In He Day 
ro' ente thereof thou fhalt ſurely die. Gen. II. 17. 


Axo thus alſo God did wel by his Creature, Man, 


1ew 
ire the Capacity of his moral Governour. He let 
d, n know his great Obligations to Obedience: how 


ch he inſided upon it: how highly he ſhould 
ent his Diſobedience: That he would caſt him, 
tony out of his Favour, and out of Paradiſe, but 
of lis World: Would even put him to Death, 
end his guilty Soul, under ihe divine Diſplea— 
2 ſure 
9-Alion, How was it poſſible for Man, created in ſuch 
boly and happy Circumſtances, ever to fin ? 

/wer. IT is thought by ſome very difficult, to anſwer 


ts Queſtion, And had neither Angels nor Men ever 
\nd laned, perhaps it might have been thought an impoſſible 


Thing, that they ever ſhould have ſinned. Which View 
df the Caſe, I deſire the Reader to keep in Mind, and 
mean while wait a little for a Solution of the Difficulty 
poked, 
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ſure, naked, forlorn, undone, to everlaſting Deſp; 
and Woe, no Hope being given of any Relic 
Thou SHALT SURELY DIE. Ard what mo 
could God have done, as his moral Governour, t 
have prevented his Apoſtacy and Ruin.——lf ai?" 
all this he would venture to diſobey, mult he not bf» : 
tor ever inexcuſable ? | | 

4. Gop took it for granted, that he had now doi. 
enough, and ſaid enough; and might, becoming 
Character, as his Lord and King, not only deman( 


but reaſonably expectObedience, & juſtly ſuſpend H. 
everlaſting Welfare on that Condition. Vea, he judge 
that as Governour of the World, it became him out 
do fo, that he might ſecure his own Rights, "WM 
maintain the Honour of his Authority, Nor did E. 
look upon himfelf obliged to be hisKeeper, and þ 60 
come Surety for him, and undertake to preſerve hi ed 
fromS:in, by his conſtant Interpoſition: But judged, gh 
might, having done enough & ſaid enough, now lea a a 
him to his ownChoice, as having all needful Qual = 
cations to render him a proper Subject of moral F 
vernment, having ſufficient internal Abilities, & ſu , 
cient outward Advantages to know and do his Du 7 
And accordingly God did leave him to | * 
Choice, — He was deceived by Satan's Lies, bi, 4. 
the divine Law, and fell into Ruin, As the Even, ul 
recorded in the third Chapter of Geneſis, ſufficien@.,,.. 
proves.——But God and his Throne were guiltleWp..;,. 
5. OvuR firſt Parents Deſign in eating of the ia ſup 
hidden Fruit, was, to make a ſurpriſing Advance Wh 
Knowledge and Happineſs ; not by ſuch flow Hike 
grees as they had before expected, but at once Wn Go 
become as Gads, Deceived by Satan's Lies, captiſſbedud 
ted by this Temptation, the Fruit alſo appearing ple r 
fant to the Eye, and good for Food, they took and ee F. 
 SarTaN's Deſign was to bring Diſhonour ub 
God, Ruin upon Man, and theh to lift up himk 
| : I. 
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xu!t and triumph in his Deed. Being an inveterate 
nemy to God, and to all Good; and having a pe- 
uiarSpight at Man, nothing could give him greater 
oy, than to ruin a new-made World, which, as it 
zeared to him, God had created for the Honour of 
is great Name, and as a Place of happy Abode for 
is Creature, Man; to fee God's Creature give 
gore Credit to him, than to his Maker; to ſee God's 
ubject deſert his rightful Sovereign & Lord, and join 
ith him; to ſeeGod's Authority diſregarded, & him- . 
fobeyed ; I ſay, to ſee God thus diſobeyed, diſap- 
pinted,diſhonoured, Man ruined,this lower Creation 
zollt, while he himſelf is believed, obeyed, honoured, . 
ould perfectly ſuit the Devil's Heart, fo full of Pride, 
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id {Enmity againſt God, and Ill-will to Man. 
ad þ Gop's Deſign, in permitting Satan ſo far to ſue— 
el ted in this moſt Helliſh Attempt, was, that he 


ght take Occaſion to bring more Honour to God, 


been i to make the good Part of the Creation more 
wi enble, holy and happy. And finally, as effeQuaily 
1 diſappoint Satan in all his Schemes, as was Pha- | 
K ful, when he and his Army lay oyer-whelmed in 

Du M the. 


x w thoſe who are the Heirs of Salvation. (Heb. I. 14.) 
55 And, perhaps, as ſoon as Man was created. it was revealed 
Exe to all the Hoſts of Heaven, that it ſhould be their Em- 
cle 1;ment, to attend upon Adam and his numerous Race. 
uiltle bethaps Satan might think this too degrading, for one ſo 
the tall ſuperior to Man, as he perceived himſelf ts be, to be 
rance ius employed. And ſo Pride, his firt Sin, might 
oke Occaſion to riſe in his Heart. And to be revenged * 
once Won God and Man, both at once, he laid a Scheme for Man's 
capti seduction and Ruin. And from that Day to this, hath 
ng pleiever ceaſed to ſtudy our Miſchief, —If this Occaſion of 
and ede Fall of Angels is a mere Conjecture, yet it is the molt! 
ur upfobable I know of : And what makes it the more proba - 
himlP* it will account for Satan's greatZeal for the Deſuuctin 
el dlankigd, = e 


Taz Angels are appointed miniftring Spirits, to miniſter 
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the Bottom of the Red-Sea. Which Deſign, for the ne 
the Encouragement of our firſt Parents, was hinted Wy | 
to them ſoon after the Fall. The Seed of the Woman ere 
Hall brurfe the Serpent's Head. Gen. III. 15. e 2 
WIN the great OMNISCIENT ſaw, that Rebel- I d 
lion would break out in Heaven, and the Infection WI 
reach down to this lower World, and ſpread all over ies 
the Earth, he practically ſaid After all I have done able 
& for them as their Creator, and ſaid to them as theirfW A 
«© moral Governour, I and my Throne are guitleſ 
4 —to themſelves I leave them and now will it 
*« be known, what is in their Hearts; and I alſo 
* will take Occaſion to ſhew what is in my Heart 
and they ſhall know that I am the Lox p, and the 
*« whole intelligent Syſtem ſhall be filled with n 
Glory.“ (analogous to what is written in 2 Chr 
XXXII. 31. Deut. VIII. 2. Exod. X. 2.) | 
1. God knew that it belonged to the Nature 
all finite Beings, to be mutable and peccable ; anc 
that the beſt might degenerate ſo far as to becom 
thre worſt : no Being in the Syſtem being byNature 
immutable, but God alone. As it is written, 1. 
the Lok, I change not. Mal. III. 6. | 
To be by Nature immutable, is peculiar to thi 
Deity, and cannot be communicated to a Creature 
becauſe it implies Infinity. God only is capable 0 
ſuch a compleat View of all Things, paſt, preſent 
and to come, at once, as leaves no Room for an 
new Views. And his Views being for ever exadl 
the ſame, there is in his Nature a fixt Foundatiol 
for Immutability in all his Purpoſes and Determina 
tions. Whereas, the moſt exalted of all finite Beings 
being capable of only partial Views ot Things, al 
conſtantly enlarging and varying their Views al 
Proſpects, and are liable to have a Set of Though! 
wholly new, which may lead on to new Determin 
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tions and Purpoſes, And amidſt an infinite Vari! 


. 


re Creatures may make a wrong Judgment, and 
te a wrong Turn, and ſo fall into Sin and under 
e divine Diſpleaſure. | 

WHEREFORE to God, who ſaw the finite Capa- 
es of finite Intelligences, and their conſequent 


| Apoſtaſy, it plainly appeared, that he could not 
ly depend upon their Stability. He knew him- 
f to be the only immutable Being in the Syſtem, 
e lame 3 to Day and forever; but he 


we Folly (Fob. IV. 18.) or as it is elſewhere ex- 
„ed, (Job. XV. 15.) He putteth na Truft in his 
bronWnts yea, the Heavens are not clean in his Sight. 


Axp yer, for Things to continue for ever in 
ch an uncertain, unſettled State, muſt have been 
(eirable ro the immutableBeing, who loves Im- 
. utability in himſelf, and the Image of it in his 
atut eatures; and loves to ſee his Authority eſtabliſh- 


Order and Harmony; and loves to ſee the eter- 
thi Welfare of his Creatures on a ſafe Footing, and 
ure Nr out of the Reach of any poſſible Danger. 

le ur how much ſoever to the Honour of God, 
ſent} to the Good of the Syſtem ; and how defira- 
an ſoever in theſe two Reſpects, it might appear 
act the Sight of God, that the intelligent Syſtem 
atioſhould unanimouſly adhere and cleave: for ever to 
nina Lord; yet, in the Nature of Things, there 


ingehuld be no certain Security for this, unleſs he 


s, Almſelf, the only immutable Being, ſhould under- 
ane and become Surety for all his Creatures. There 


1ghiFuid be no certain Dependance upon Creatures, 


nina to themſelves, how great and excellent fo- 


M 4 were 
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new Views and new Determinations, Things ' 
y poſſibly ſo appear, as that the moſt exalted of 


ableneſs, as Things might happen, to Deception 


im Truſt in his Servants, and his Augels he charged 


hand his Kingdom ſettled in Peace and everlaſt- 


er their original Powers: becauſe, after all, they 


* 
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were ſinite; and therefore muſt have new Views 
and ſo were liable to wrong Determinations. God 
who was perfectly acquainted with the Nature 0 
himſelf, and o fall created Beings, plainly ſaw, th; 
himſelf alone was by Nature ablojutely immutable 
and that all created Intelligences muſt, after 2 


lit! 

their noble Endowments and exalted Stations, MU wh 
abſolutely dependent on him, not only for the Confce 1 
tinuation of their Beings and original Powers; be a 
allo for their Preſervation from Sin and Apoſta unk 
As it is written, There is none geod, but One, that isCuitu 
Mar. X. 1. nur 
2. HowEveR, innocent holy Beings, who as ono 
never felt the leaſt Inclination to ſwerve from GH hi 
but on the contrary were entirely wrapt up in him moe 
could not eafily perceive how it ſhould be pollib|Myr; 
for them to turn away from the Deity, and becom Nn. 
Apoſtate. Vea, ſuch a Thing would naturally a,“ 


* to be impoſſible, as they telt no Inclination tha 
Vay, nor had in View any Thing which ſeemedt 
be of the Nature of a Temptation to it. Nor w. 
it poſſible, they thould feel an Inelination to kin, whil 
innocent : for the leaſt Motion of their Hearts to 
wards Sin, would conſtitute them Sinners, in th 
Eyes of perfect Purity. Nor was it poſſible the 
ſhould feel any Force in any Temptation to Sin, un 
leſs the Temptation excited in them ſome Inclina 
tion that Way : for it they felt no Inclination th: 
Way, then the Temptation would appear to haven 
Weight in it. If it weighed nothing with them, i 
would appear to have no Weight in itſelf, So that 
as long as they remained innocent, they could nel 
ther feel any Inclinatiom to Sin, nor perceive an ;y 1 
Force in any Femptation.—— W herefore it mult Hpeatł 


very unnatural to an innocent holy Being, to ap M 
8 any Danger of his ever turning from God, 7 
or could he eaſily be brought to know the Mutah, ,z.. 


bilit 
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iewsWility of his Nature, or ever to imagine it could be 
1 his Heart to fin againt God, unleſs left to find 
ut the Truth by his own fad Experience. 
LET any Man attend to the Conſtitution of his 
Sn Mind, and he will ſoon perceive how unnatu- 
lit is, to think our ſelves in Danger of a Crime, 
o which we never felt the leaſt Inclination,nor ever 
ace thought of any Thing in Nature, that could 
e a Temptation ; yea, to which, whenever we 
ink of it, we feel the greateſt Averſion. As, what 
utiful Child ever thought himleif in Danger of 
nurdering his Father, whom he greatly loves and 
onours ? And if a divinely inſpired Prophet ſhould 
el him, that he, one Day, ſhould be guilty of ſuch 
hocking Crime, he could hardly believe it. This 
E brings to mind the Story of Hazael (in 
King. VIII. 113.) who, when the Prophet told 
m, how he ſhould burn the ſtrong Holds of Iſrael, 
Wo their young Men with the Sword, and daſh their Chile 
n, and rip up their Women with Child, having never 
Wt any Inclination to ſuch Barbarities toward them, 
nd not foreſeeing any Temptation he ſhould ever 
W:ve to commit ſuch Things, ſo ſhocking to human 
ature, readily anſwered, [5 thy Servant a Dog, that 
ſhould do this great Thing /—-So when our bleſſed 
wiour told Peter, that he ſhould deny him that very 
lt, he was far from thinking it was in his Heart 
Wdo ſo. Nor could the Prediction of Chriſt induce 
Win to Helieve, that it would come to paſs. Yea, it 
Wi not ſeem to him, there was really any Danger of 
as he had no Inclination that Way; yea, felt 
e greateſt Averſion to it. And it did not ſeem, that 
ny Thing could tempt him to it; No, not even 
Peath itſelf, For he felt, he had rather die, than do 
Mar. XIV. 29. Altbe all ſhould be offended, yet will 
it [, Ver. 31. FI ſhould die with thee, I will not de- 
(hee in any wiſe. And this was the Voice of _ 
7 
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all, tho' Chriſt had expreſly told them, A ye ſha!l} 
effe nded becaiiſe of me this Night ; and even conlirmeÞy 
his Prediction. by an ancient Prophecy, — For it 
written, I will ſmile the Shepherd, and the Sheep flall 
feattered. Ver.27.—Much leſs would innocent, holfþ bis 
Beings, who had never heard that any one Intell al 
gence had ever fallen, or ever diſcerned any Thins h. 
in the State of their Minds within, or in the Situatioff! \ 
of Things without, that had the leaſt Tendency th >} 
Way, but every Thing to the contrary, !] ſay,muc 
leis would ſuch Beings be apt to ſuſpect any Dad 
of their torſaking the Fountain of all Good, an 
turning Enemies to the God that made them. N. 
rather, I imagine, they would be apt to lock upo 
it, as a Thing, in its own Nature, near or quite fei 
po hible.“ Therefore, }blig 
3. Ir God, in aSenſe of their Mutability, out of Han, 
own mere Goocnels and ſovereign Grace, to pre 
| Ve 
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On er. Tux Diſciples were guilty of Self-Conl 
„ dcnce, and were to blame. Surcly holy Beings ha 
% no blameable Self- Confidence.“ 

Axs w. Tux have not. The Diſciples might ba 
known better. They had heard of the Angels Fall, 
Adam's Fall, and of the Falls of Noah, Lot, David, al 
other moſt eminent Men; and had had abundant Exper 
ence of the Wickedneſs and Deceitfulueſs of their of. © 
Hearts, all which, together with Chriſt's expreſs Predigſ®*'0! 
tion, rendered them to blame. Yet it will not follo lpot 
that an innocent holy Being, juſt come into Exiſterq;e) 
full of Love to God, having never heard of the Fall bod 
any, nor ever thought of any Temptation to Sin, is ard: 
blame, becauſe it ſeems to him impoſſible, that ever Wot h 
ſhould turn Enemy to the God chat made him, or onellig+ 
go contrary to his Vill. How can I do it?“ wouene: 
he be ready to ſay. In all Nature there is nothing Woul, 
«* tempt me: But every Thing to the contrary.“ Aeir 
the morc he loved God, the more impoſſible would ble, 
ſeem, that he ſhould cver revolt. 
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7 
2 nt their Apoſtaſy, and the infinitely dreadful Con- 
vr it quences, which, in a Government jo pertectly holy 
Aal bis, Sn muſt expoſe them to, all which lay open 
t, ho bis View :—— I ſay, if God had become Surety 
Intell all Intelligences, if the only immutable Be- 
Thing bad, in ſuch Circumitances, undertaken by his 
uaticcr watchful Eye, and the conftant Influences of 
ey w Spirit, to have rendered all Intelligences immu- 
„ mudhby Good; although the Kindnels done them, in 
Danzqhed's Account, had been full intinitely Great, yet 
J, ant ſo in theirs: for they would not have been in a 
N. city to have diſcerned the Kindneſs, ſcarce at 
up: Much leſs, to have been fo thoro'ly ſenſible of 
tc ;incir abſolute Dependence on God, and infinite 
bligations to him, as now, according to the preſent 
an, the ſaved will for ever be. 
Hap all Intelligences been preſerved in their 
riginal Rectitude, and ſo never felt in themſelves 
he leaſt Inclination to Sin, but always perfectly to 
de contrary, they would have been apt to have 
ought it impoſſible, that any holy Being ſhould 
zer depart from God; and ſo would not have been 
pt to have attributed their Immutability to God, 
d, af eirPreſerver, but rather to their own inherent Good- 
pes. And ſo their abſolute Dependance on God, 
ir oe only immutable Being, and their infinite Qbli- 
Prediffitions to him, for interpoſing to prevent their 
folloſ N poſtacy, would not have been ſeen. Nor could 
erqꝗtey have had any proper Senſe of the ſelf- movin 
Fall Poodneſs and ſovereign Grace of God, exereiſed to- 
is Wards them in this Affair. In a Word, God would 
ver Wot have been exalted fo highly, nor would theſe In- 
r onFfllivences have looked on themſelves fo infinitel 
wouWencath him, ſo dependent, ſo much obliged ; nor 
ing Would divine ſovereign Grace have ſtood in ſuch a 
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Feir and ſtriking Point of Light, as was wy deſir- 
ud Bl: The Truth would Lave lain, in a Meaſure, 


concealed 


| 
' 
| 
| 


| concealed, beyond the Reach of finite Capaciti I | 
there being in Nature no Means provided, wheretif 


prepared to feel, that they flood in Need of t 
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they could have come to the clear and tull Knoyff; 
ledge of it, Therefore, | 
4. Thru were not fit to be confirmed; n 
would it have been to the Honour of God, to ha 
confirmed them, as Things ſtood. — TI hey were n 


Super- Creation Grace, (if J may fo call it) not as 
knowing, nor, for ought appears, ſo much as f 
pecting, that they were in avy Danger. They toy, | 
firm within themſelves, nor was there any Thi, 
in univerſal Nature to draw them aſide from GH 
as it ſeemed to them. And had God then int 
poſed, it muſt have been to them an inſenſible Mü. 
terpoſition ; of which they felt no Need, and i, 
which they were unprepared to be thankful, Io. 

Ir God had conſtantly preſerved them from t ly 
firſt Stirrings of an Inelination to Apoſtacy, as iM 
had never heard of ſuch a Thing in all the Syſtem, e; 
felt any Tendency of Heart that Way, his Ing, 
poſition muſt have been undiſcerned by them; be. 
could they have come to the Knowledge of it, an 
leſs by immediate Revelation from God; which, Heli 
the Caſe ſtood, they were unprepared to underſtanffþ . 
or attend to, as not feeling any Need of it. Af, | 
velation in ſuch a Situation would not have produq G. 
the deſired Effects. Nothing could teach them lit | 
Experience. And indeed this is evidently the Mer 
ſo univerſally, that it is even become a Proverb, ela! 
Experience is the bet School- Maſter.—$So that it ſeeſhſel 
plain, that [nte{{igences, as they were at firſt creat; ir 
were not in proper Circumſtances to be confirm, E 


nor could God have confirmed them, with that Fi th; 


nour to himſelf that was deſirable and fit. en; 
For, if God, the only immutable Being, of Yc;; 
own infinite Goodneſs and ſovereign Grace, op 10. 
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acitieÞ-iy ſuch a Kindneſs to any of his Creatures, it was 
herel and defirable, that they ſhould be thoroughly 
Knowliible of the Greatneſs and Freeneſs of his Grace, 

Ne Kindneſs done to a mutable, peecable Crea- 
I; n e in ſuch a Caſe, as to the Matter of it, muſt be 
to hafff infinite Werth: it being a Confirmation in ever- 
ere ning Happineſs. And as the Kindneſs in con- 
of t ning a peccable Creature, muſt be infinitely great, 
t as Ame Grace mult be abſolutely free. God had done 
much for all Intelligences in their firſt Creation, 
- ſto! it he was under no Obligations to do any more. 

bi vas abſolutely at Liberty. He looked upon it 

Och this Light. And had'he, to what he had origi- 
ume done for them as their Creator, ſuper-added 
ible ntirming Grace, i. e. undertaken, as their Guar- 
nd n, to have been their conſtant Keeper, and engaged 
l. own Immutability to have render'd them immu- 
om y good, the Favour had been quite over and 
as ide what was due from the Creator to his Crea- 

fe; and ſo, had been in a peculiar Senſe free, 
is Inte.» for aF avour, mfinitely great, and ſo abſolutely free, 
mz Mb: conferred in ſuch a Manner, as that theGreat- 
; u, UF and Freeneſs of it ſhould never have been ſeen by 
hich, eligences, was neither for the Honour of God, 
erfiaÞ; for the beſt Good of his Creatures. And, 

A ſs. Ir was but paying proper Honour to theDeity, 
rooue God, as moral Governor of the World, to take 
nem ſite to himſelf, and in the Sight of all created In- 
the igences, to ſeat himſelf upon his Throne, and 
rb, Uelaim his own infinite Supremacy, and cloath 
it ſeeſppſelf with his proper Authority, and let all know 
creatqhir infinite Obligations to love, and honour and 
pfirme y Him, on Pain of his everlaſting Diſpleaſure, 
that Hf their everlaſting Baniihment from his glorious 
| ence.—— To have cortcerned himſelf only for 
Creature's Good, unſolicitous for the Rights of 

Jod head, in the very Beginning of his Reign, 
ih | Si and 
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and when the firſt Foundations of his everlaſtinl l 
Kingdom were laying, had been to counteradt Mer 
own Nature, and his chief Maxims of Government 
And indeed, as he is the GREAT BRING, and in 
Senſe the only Being, all the Creation being nothin y: 
eompared with him, yea, leſs than nothing aſa 
Vanity; So it was fit, all Intelligences ſhould eaſhita 
be taught to view him in that Light. And vH C 
Method could be better ſuited to this End, than Shit 
Jet all the intelligent Syſtem know, that their er ity 
laſting Welfare was ſuſpended on the Condition 
their paying ſupreme Honour, and yielding confi: 
Obedience to this glorious Monarch of theUniverſ 
in the mean Time leaving them to their o 
Reflections, and to their own Choice; as bei 
conſcious to himſelf of their infinite Obligations 
yield everlaſting Obedience to his Law? 
Ay if, in this State of Things, any of his Cr 
-tures ſhould venture to riſe in Rebellion againſl 
glorious Majeſty, the Way would be open for! 
to take ſuch Steps as would have the moſt effect 
Tendency to. diſcountenance Sin, to exalt God, i 
humble the Sinner, and glorify Grace; and top 
pare the Way for the Confirmation of innumera 
Multitudes of Intelligences, in Holineſs and Hap 
neſs; to the beſt: Advantage All his grack 
Plan lay open before him, He knew, from Stepfhron 
Step, how Intelligences would conduct, and how: Rc 
Himſelf would interpoſe and over-rule, and bow Dar! 
Whole would finally iſſue. And he practically gels 
% Now ſhall it be known, what is in their Heahn G 
4% And Occaſion ſhall be given to ſhew, what I all 
«© my Heart. And it ſhali Le known, that I am Hen t 
„ Loxp. And the whole intelligent Syſtem fectat. 


“be filled with my Glory.” And, cked 
6. The State of Things in the moral Syſtem Nous! 


not iuch,immediately after the Creation, as was Um H, 
| | 


— 
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laſtiullple to the Confirmation of Intelligences, in a Way 
1& Hreable to the Ends of moral Government, God 
\men{@ut have done all immediately, and without their jo 
d in as diſcerning their Need of it. For there were 
othinſ yet, comparatively ſpeaking, no Means of Confir- 
g ation. They had not had Opportunity, in any 
d exfhilance,to ſee the infinitely evil Nature and dread- 
d wiſh! Conſequences of Sin. Nor did it yet appear 
han Nat infinite Abhorrence the Almighty had of Ini- 
r eveſhity, by any Thing he had dene. Nor did they ſo 
tion ſuch as know their Danger, and their Need of the 
onliaſrine Interpoſition, Things, therefore, were by no 
niverleans ripe for a general Confirmation 

ir off iI5yEED God could have confirmed created In- 


s beifligences then, but not in a Way fo agreable to 
tions: Ends of moral Goverament, as afterwards, i. 


t ſo much to the Honour of the moral Governor, 
(to the ſpiritual Advantage of his Creatures. 
den Satan, a glorious Arch- Angel, revolted, and 
ew off a third Part (perhaps) of the Inhabitants 
Heaven ; and when, for their Sin, they were dri- 
n out from the Preſence of God, down to aneter- 
Hell: and when the elect Angels had ſtood by, 
d with a perfect Aſtoniſhment beheld this unex- 
ted Revolt of theirCompanions ; and with facred 
ead ſeen divine Wrath blaze out from the eternal 
hrone of Heaven's almighty Monarch, driving 
e Rebel-Hoſt from thoſe celeſtial Regions, down 
Darkneſs and. endleſs Woes : and when the elect 
gels, ſoon after, ſaw our firſt Parents turn away 
Im God, and for their Sin driven out of Paradiſe, 
dall this lower World doomed to Death: and 
en they had ſtood by 3 or 4000 Years,” and been 
ectators of the Judgments inflited by God on a 
cked World, ſeen the general Deluge, the mira- 
ous Deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrha by Fire 
m Heaven, the ten Plagues of Egypt, tbe Over- 
| N 2 throw 
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throw of Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the Red-Sea, th 
Carcaſes of fix hundred Thouſand Ifraelites fall! 
the Wilderneſs, and the Jong Series of Calamiti 
which God ſent upon his People in the Times « 
their Judges, and in the Reigns of their Kings, ti 
Iirael and Judah were both carried away captive fe 
their Sins, and the glorious holy Temple laid inAſhe: 
and viewed all God's Ways, even down to the Bir 
and Death of the MEssrAh, the moſt aſtoniſhin 
Event that ever did, or ever will happen, thro'o 
efernalAges ; and beheld their ſovereignLord, wi 
zn the Beginning had created the Heaven and 1 
Y.arth, and whom, from their firſt Exiſtence, the 
had worſhipped as the ſupreme God, as God ovgh 
al] bleſſed for ever, even him ſtepping into tl 
Room of apoſtate Man, and dying in his Stead t 
make Atonement for his Sin : ſ lay, when the ele 
Angels had ſtood by for 4000 Years, and ſeen 
theſe Things, and had full Time for ConfiderationWrre, 
their Thoughts of God, of themſelves, of Sin,woulery; 
te almoſt infinitely different from what they werFor/ « 
immediately after their Creation. And now, if Go 
ſhould ſee Cauſe to confirm them, that they mig 
never fall, it would appear to them, aKindneſs quit 
infinitely great, and infinitely free. Their abſoluſſa in 
Dependence on God, and infinite Obligations end 
him, and the infinite Malignity of Sin, would natq;bed 
rally be ſo deeply impreſſed on their Hearts, by a rec 
attentive View of all theſe Things, as would preatiit;n, 
tend to their everlaſting Confirmation; and preparſſ Tx; 
them to receive, with ſuitable Gratitude, aKindneBre d 
ef ſuch infinite Value, at the Hands of God. Ch 
THe Fall of their Companions in Holineſs ange. 
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- Happineſs, and then of innocent Man, would natufen, 


raliy lead them to ſee their own Mutability, and mare x 
them feel their Need of being held up by him, h 
is alone by Nature unchangeable, and bring thew (os 

= abſolu 
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beute Dependenee on him; God'r permitting others 


o fall, as great and good as themſelves, would natu- 
ally lead them to ſee, that God was under noObli- 
tons to keep them through their Time of Trial: 
hich would induce them to have Recourſe to ſove- 
eien Grace, and be always on their Watch. A 
ight of the infinitely dreadful State of Satan and huis 
ſhinFoſt, once their Fellow- Citizens, now bound in 
'0 Ohains of Guilt and Deſpair, to the Judgment of 
„e great Day, then before all Worlds to be bro't 
d thSfrth, judged, condemned and doomed to the moſt 
rolerable Pains of Hell, never to end; would na- 
rally tend to realize to them the horrible Wick- 
neſs and dreadful Nature of riſing in Rebellion 
ninſt God, and make them tremble at the Tho't. 
Ind while they beheld al! God's Conduct towards 
lankind, from the Fall of. Adam, to the Death, Re- 
retion and Exaltation of Chriſt, and looked 
ward to the final Conflagration, and Conſumma- 
on of all Things, it would give them ſuch a View 
f all God's moral Perfections, ſhining forth in his 
oral Government of the World, ad fer the infi- 
Wicly evil Nature and dreadful Conſequences of 
Wi in ſuch a Light, as would have the ſtrongeſt 
endency to confirm them in everlaſting Love and 
bedience to the ſupreme Being, and diſpoſe them 
receive at. God's Hands a Promiſe. of their ever- 

ling Eſtabliſhment, with the utmoſt Gratitude, 
Tux Angels, ho ſtood, being no where in Serip- 
re denominated ELECT, until after the Exaltation 
Chriſt, ſome have- thought they were held in a 
te. of Frial till then; when by their Confirma- 
In, God's eternal Deſigns of Love towards them. 
fre manĩfeſted. And its-certaing, that when they 
ad been Speqtators of al God's Works in Heaven; 
th and Hell thro' ſo long a Period, they mult be 
umoſt an iafinitely better Capacity to receive 
5 | N 3 Confirmation 


144 The Wispo of God 


Confirmation,than immediately after:their Creation 
And their Confirmation now would be infinite. 
more to God's Honour, than if it had been granted 
at their firſt Exiſtence; and their own: Humility 
Holineſs and Happineſs be. increaſed an Hundred 
or a Thoufand, or perhaps. ten Thouſand fold. 
Therefore, 5 n ef Yb 
7. On Suppoſition that a third Part were falle 
and loſt, yet it is eaſy to ſee how there may b 
eternally more Holineſs and Happineſs in the. an 
gelic World, than if Sin and Miſery had been fo 
ever unknown. For if their Holineſs and. Happilff 
neſs be only an Hundred Times greater now, on th \ 
preſent Plan, than otherwiſe - it would have been“ C 
and if we allow for the Happineſs Satan zu“ u 
his Adherents Joſt, and for the Miſery which the“ !: 
undergo, yet what remains muſt. be many Mili“ 


more in the whole, than. it otherwiſe would hau & 
been. And only let us. realize what muſt hay} el 
| of bee] ot 

3 f 9 TI fr 
The Truth of this may be eaſily ſeen, thus Sup N. F 
the Number of Angels to be 3.— and all remaining in} is 
cent to have ohe Degree of Holineſs andHappineſs a- pieq N 
the Sum total would be 3 Degrees of Holinefs and Ha. is 
pineſs. But if one falls, and the other two incteaſe YO 
Holineſs and Happineſs an hundred Fold, then the 5 ——- 
total of Holineſs and Happineſs will be 200 Degrees. A _ 
But if the Miſery of the Damned is augmented in K. 
lame Proportioty as the Happineſs of the Bleſſed, then . 
Miſery of one loſt Angel will be 100 Degrees beſiſ] 3 
the llappineſs he loft, which was ſuppeſed to be 1 35 
gtee Now therefore ſubſtract 101, from 200, 0 


the Remainder will be 99; that is, there will be 990 399 
. grces of Happioe's left. And if this will be the C 
were the Number of the Angels ſuppoſed to be 3. it * 
alſo proportionably in any given Number - 80 that 
tliere ate but bali fo wary good Ingels, as. 2 
© | oppo --. 


* — 
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ben the Reflections of the holy Angels, from Time 


nitelyſo. Time, as. new Scenes have opened to their View, 
anted ind what their Reflections mult eternally be, when 
nilityMibcy have ſeen. God's grand Plan finiſhed at the Day 
1dredfo! Judgment; and. we cannot doubt but that their 
d. EHumility,, Holineſs and Happineſs will be augments. 


ed. at leaſt an Hundred fold. : 
1. REFLECTIONS, of the cle& Angels on the uns. 
reaſonable Rebellion, the unexpected Fall, the ever- 
ating Puniſhment of Satan. and his Legions, ones 
their Companions in Bliſs. 
How art thou, fallen, O Lucifer, Son of the 
on thil* Morning! From ſtanding near the Throne of 
been God, into an eternal Hell] Yeſterday joining with 
an us in the Songs of Heaven; now under the ever-. 
the laſting Diſpleaſure. of God, baniſhed. to endleſs. 
Jlogſ® Woe: ! La : „Ho 
ha fuppoſed to be of Mankind inhabiting the Earth, yet the 
ba clear Gaip will be above 96 Hundred Millions of Degrees 
bee of Happineſs, more than if all had {tood :.as will appear 
from the following Table. 
zuppoſ N. B. The, Number. of the preſent Inhabitants of the Earth 
ino is ſuppoſed to be 729, Millions I will ſuppoſe the- 
-piccY. Number of good Angels to be only 300. Millions, which. 
d He is leſs than Half. 


reale U all had ſtood. j On the preſent, Plan— 
5 4 


21 Number of proportionable | Number of Proportionab 
in Angels ſup- | Degrees of || Angels fup- | Degrees of 
ren i __ (poſed. | Happineſs, || (poſed. | Happineſs. | 
bel 3 - 3 = 32299 - =» 


30 - f 3% 990 
een 3000 «i GOW 
09D] 399 Milliocs | 300 Millions 300 Millions [9900 Millions 
h [| From 5900 Millions 
ft fubltrat 300 Millions 


| Remainder 9600 Millions 
1 N ' Clear Gain, 
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of all Things, 4: 22 * the Throne belongs, 


1 fc 
« How durſt you riſe in Rebellion againſt eas r. 
ven's glorious Monarch! And how infinite o 
vile the ſhocking Deed ! What more reaſon able“ v 
than to pay a Bothe en 0 to the ſupreme Being it 
and to be in Subjegtion to the Author and Lord“ g. 


and exult in his Supremacy, and rejoice in Hi 
and in his Government | 8 what more vile and 
ungrateful, than to turn Enemies to the great 
Being, the Author, Proprietor and Governor of 
all created Intelligences, and to attempt to over 
turn all Order and Harmony in the Syſtem Hen 
For ſuch exalted Intelligences, in ſuch a happy 
Situation, under fuch great Obligations to the 5: 
Deity for Bounties already received, attended with w 
the Proſpect of endleſs Joys in his Preſence, tc 
riſe in Rebellion thus! No wonder, Heaven's 


almighty Monarch, in Regard to his ownHonour \/1 
and the Good of his Kingdom, has baniſhedF* of 
them from his Prefence, and deſtined them to be hi 
everlaſting Monuments of bis Wrath. an 
« BuT, Oh how unexpected, ſurpriſing and B. 
ſhocking are theſe dreadtul Scenes! Aad is it ſo? do 
And are they fallen? Who could bave thought ty 
it !--Such holyBeings, to riſe in Rebellion again tr: 
INFINITE HoLiNegss |--So good a Taſte for Ordei W 
and Harmony, and yet have broke the Orders et! 
of Heaven ! So ſtrong Inducemevits, trom-Dutyſſ| © 
and Intereſt to perſevere, that one would haveſ\ is, 
thought ſuch an Apoſtacy. quite impoſſible L AndF us, 
are they fallen? For ever fallen and loſt. !“ FF an 


40 
60 
66 


«© AND whatare we ! Were we better than they a | 
Or did we ſtand firmer ? Gr were we more out on 
of Danger? Or more on our Watch? No, ing C 
nowiſe.—[tonce ſeemed impoſſible we ſhould fall. Gr 
But now. we are ſurpriſed to ce we ſtand. And, 
Oh who knows what another Day may bring 

| * a forth !- 


nt 


— 
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forth! We are as likely to be in Hell to-mor- 
leid row, as they were Yeſterday God is no more 
tel obliged to keep us, than he was them.—And 
able what if we ſhould fall!! Oh how dreadful, how 
ing} infinitely dreadful the Thought !—We will all 
ord go and fall proſtrate before the Throne of the 
„great IMMUTABLE ; and cry, O Father of our 
„ Spirits, of thy ſovereign Grace,” keep us, , we humoly 
pray thee.— Nor will we ever forget what we 
have ſeen. Nor will we ever ceaſe to watch and 
pray.“ 
4 EFLECTIONs of the Elect Angels on the 
emptation of Satan, and Fall of Man, 


| 


pp « On the helliſh Pride and Spite and Malice of 


the Satan, once our Companion in Bliſs ! How gladly 
with would he ruin the whole Syſtem, were it in his 
e, to Power, and even overturn the Throne of Hea- 
en ven's eternal King How wicked a Deed hath 
nou Man committed! and how righteous the Doom 
ſhed of our glorious Monarch! All who rebel againſt 
obe him, deſerve to be turned out of his World, 
and lie under his everlaſting Diſpleaſure..—-* 

But what an infinite Weight of Vengeance 
* doth Satan deſerve ! We rejoice, the Almigh® 
WW ty hath decreed to bruiſe his Head, and fruſ- 
2in{iF* trate all his Schemes, and bring Salvation to Man. 
We rejoice,that the Lord God omnipotent reign- 
' eth, and will for ever reign. 

* OH THovu, who only art immutable, be bald, Man 
is fallen ! Me projirate —_— thy Leet. O keep 

* us, of thy mere ſovereign Goodneſi, tue maſt carng 
and humbly do beſeech thee ! We claim no Right to ſuch 
4 Favour, Our feli au- Creatures in Heaven, and now' 
en Earth, are fallen. Thy Thrane is guiltleſs. But, 
' O thauFather of Spirits, keep us, of thy mere ſouereigu 
tf Grace, thro' our State of Trial, to the everlaſting Ho- 
' nur of thy great Name © that, tors" eternul Ages, ue 


« may 
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cc may celebrate thy Praiſes. In the Revelation of thy“ 
« Defigns of Mercy towards fallen Man, we ſee the 
** nfimite Goodneſs of thy Nature, and that thou canff 
& have Mercy on whom thou wilt have Mercy, and q 
& the ſame Time fecure the Honour of thy Government. £ 
« We flee to thy ſovereign Goodneſs for preſer vingGrauſ* | 
« nor will we ever forget what we have ſeen, nor wil t. 
„ we ceaſe to watch and pray. t! 
3. REFLECTIONs of the elect Angels on the Death 
of Chriſt.— Attentive Spectators on this folem 
Occaſion, no doubt, altho' inviſible to the ſurround 
ing, inſulting Multitude. 13 
„ THis is he, who brought the Univerſe intoEx 
* iſtence, and is worſhipped by all the Hoſts of 
Heaven! This is he, who appeared to Abraha! 
* and to Moſes, gave the Law on Mount Sinai, ane 
* dwelt in the Jewiſh Temple; then in the For 
„ of God, now in the Form of a Servant: 7% fi 
« Nazareth, the King of the Jews ! And this gives ug} U 
* higher Conceptions of the divine Goodneſs, tha 
c ever before entered into our Hearts. That aſteſ 9: 
Mankind had continued 4000 Years in obſtinatg *i 
« Rebellion, and given Millions of Inftances of a *' 
& inveterate Enemity againſt our almighty Sove 
* reign, yet he can thus freely give his So 
eto die for thema!—But, Oh theHellihTemper " 
the ſurrounding Crouds, inſulting the Son of God | hi 
* jn his laſt Agonies ! Puſhed on by Satan, WHG. Si 
knows what they are doing, altho* they do not. 
« And thus Satan will treat the God who made him P l 
This is his Heart. Oh what is there he wong, 
* not do, had he Power on his Side! No Wonde | fin 
he is doomed to eternal Woes. Hell is his pro U 


«per Place. — And ſuch might we now have been, *" 
if God had left us to fall when they did. Oh thg], th 
art 


©: ſovereign Grace of God to us! Preſerved to thi 
« Day in our Integrity! Oh the * b 
aA ** | « Sin 


„ Sin ! Oh the ruined State of a guilty World, ſe- 


nad been Nothing, and leſs than Nothing and Va- 


think, that he is puniſhed in a ſovereign, _ 


Throne, and remember how he was treated by 
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« duced! by Satan, ſhould Juſtice take Place! But 
here hangs their expiatory Sacrifice : the Son of } 
„God dying in their Room ! The whole iatdli» Ii 
+ gent Syſtem now ſees how God hates Sin: and | 
how reſolved he is, as Governour of the Uniwerſe, 
i to bear ample Teſtimony againſt it. Not one of 
© the guilty Race of Adam will he pardon, unleſs 
{ his Son die in their Stead, TheGreatneſs of the 
' Atonement - ſhews how great He thinks the 
Crime. If all the angelic World had been offer» 
' ed as a Sacrifice of Atonement, it had been infi- 
nitely beneath this. Yea, compared with this,it 


E 
— 2 
r <> eg—_—_ 


—— 


' nity. Oh the infinite Evil of Sin! O the infinite 

Greatneſs of God ! How does the Death of his 
Son ſhew him to be infinitely exalted ! None 
fit to mediate between Him and ſinful Men, but 
his Son! Nor any Blood precious enough to 
% make Atonement but his Nor can Satan, un- 
der all his Woes, thro” eternal Ages, ever once 


— —— —— — — ¶ — 


tie, arbitrary Mainer :- much leſs can ſuch a 
' Thought ever enter into our Hearts in Heaven, 
* while we behold the Lamb in the midſt of the 


his Father, when once he ſtood in the Room of 
Sinners. Nay, now we are more fully convinced 
than ever, that Sin really deſerves the eternal 
* Puniſhment, which God will inflict. Oh the 

ingnite Evil of riſing in Rebellion againſt the in- 
' finitely glorious and almighty Monarch of the 
' Univerſe, the Maker and Lord of all! Oh what 
an infinite Kindneſs, that God has kept us from 

this infinite Evil ! Our Obligations to him,how 
* are they infinitely increaſed! And after all this, 
fox us ever to turnApoſtates, Oh how unutterably 
| ; * dreadful, 


1% The Wispou of God 


«dreadful, quite infinitely dreadful the Thought 
« If when the Son of God ariſes from thi 
c Dead, aſcends to Heaven, and fits down on th 
“ right Hand of the Majeſty on high, and become 


* Head over all the Saved from among Men, 80 
« whom they will be for ever rats Immy tl 
c tability will render them immutable in Good * 
*© neſs forever, O if he might become our Head too 5 


« How infinitely great would be the Favour. c 
« God in this, nor ſhould we ever forget the Free 
„ neſs of God's Grace.“ “ Ys 8 
| | | 4. REFLECT10N 


Au if on the Exaltation of Chriſt, the Elect Angellif ter 
were confirmed, it is eaſy to ſee, how they would u hit 
;turally be a Thouſand (if not aMillion) Times more ſei La 
ſible of the Greatneſs and Freeneſs of the Goodneſs au rea 
Grace of God exerciſed towards them, than if they an the 
all others had been immediately confirmed at their {i ane 
Exiſtence. That Chriſt is to be Head of Angels, Nun 
well as of Saints, ſeems to be intimated in Eph. 1. 10 
That in the Diſpenſation of the Fulneſs of Timer, | 

might gather together in ane all Things in Cbriſt, be 
1hich are in Heaven, and which are on Earth, even 
him. And perhaps the Confirmation of the EleR Ange 
is what the Apoſtle refers to in Col. I. 19, 20. Fer 
pleaſed the Father, that in him all Fulneſs ſhould die of 
and by him to reconcile all Things is himſelf, by bim 
fay, whether they be Things in Earth, or Things in He and 
ven. And 'tis certain, that they receive great Inſtructi lan 
from God's Works here on Earth. They beheld ! 
whole Earth full of the Glory of the Lord, Iſai, VI. 
And 'tis certain, God deſigned they ſhould. ' And that! 
has ordered Things as he has, to the Intent, t wi 
Principalities and Powers in heavenly Places might 
knxwn by the Church the manifold Wiſdom of God. E 
MI. 10. And 'tis equally certain, they are very attentiy 
For theſe are Things, which the Angels defire to 
into. 1 Pet, I. 12. And they hare the beſt — 
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ght L REFLECTIONS of the elect Angels on the De- 
\ thi tion of Antichriſt, and on the Millennium. 

n the Now at Length an End is come to the long 
ome 


Series of Miſchief, which hath been wrought by 
Ny f that furious Dragon, that ſubtle old Serpent, once 
dwuß 2 glorious Angel, now of a long Time a Devil. 


| too the Nations nd more] Behold, Babylon the Great 
is fallen, is fallen ! Hallelujah]! Salvation and 


Free Glory, and Honour, and'Power, unto the Lord 


our God; for true and rizhteous are his Judg- 
ion ments. "Hallelujah | | for the Lord God omnipo- 
Angel tent reigneth. And, lo, all his Foes fall before 
1d na him, unable to reſiſt: and the Marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and his Wife hath made herſelf 
ready. And now Chriſt ſhall reign on Earth a 
thouſand Years, and all Nations ſhall ſerve him, 
and all the Peop le ſhall be holy, and all ſhall 
O him, fro the leaſt to the greateſt, and the 
Earth ſtrall be full of the Knowledge of the Lord, 


ey an 
eir fir 
ele, 
1. 10 


* Jas the Waters fill the Seas, till the ſaved of the 
ba Lord be tas the Stars of Heaven, and as the Sand 
1 on the Sea-Shore, innumerable, Hallelujah! 


r Tars'grand Event, which to Satan is Matter 
aue of ſo great Confefion and Anguiſh, is to us 
him © Matter'of the gresteſt Joy, And yet once Satan 
1 He and his Hoſts were all of our Number, and we 
lruclicl ſang the ne of — together. On the ſur- 


old t prizing 
VI. Yr a la Acquziota ce, . theſe Things, as they are 
that! mini/t ng Spirits: "nt, farih 75 miniſter t9 thoſe who [hall be 


al e Fe, 2 arte, H cb, E 14. And they deeply intereſt 

might henfelves in all God's Diſ, penſations towards the Church 

I. Ef on Farth, as is evident from the Book of the Revelation 

eNMWEthro'6ut. Aud they will attend JeſusChriſt when he comes 

to lot, judge - the World, and fee God's grand Plan finiſhed, 

antag fand Things in God's Kingdom brought to a final Setils- 
ment. Mat. XXV. "IF 46, 


Behold, he is bound, and ſhut up, and can deceive 
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de prizing Change Sin hath wrought !=Oh the dit. * 
<« tinguiſhing Grace of God, which kept us from" © 
falling too, on that dreadful Day of Satan's Re-ﬀ* \ 
volt! A Day by us never to be forgotten, -Nowſ® r 
Satan lies chained in the bottomleſs. Pit. Anden 
ve are in Triumph, on the Occalion, around theffſ* . 
« Throne.“ h 
5. Ox Chriſt's ſecond Coming.——< Behold, hel 17 
& cometh in the Clouds of Heaven, and every Eye Nec 
„ ſhall ſee him, and they that pierced him ſhalle"s 
© mourn; and the bold and haughty,. who one 
< bid him Defiance, ſhall call to the Mountains ande 
Rocks to fall on them and cover them; the Crufl heir 
< of Mountains being leſs dreadful, than the Wrath oli. 
of the Lamb. And now ſhall the Scene. cloſe e! 
and the Ways of God to Men and Angels be all" tl 
6 juſtified : And God ſhall receive r trom agen 
4% his Works. nter 
„ SEE, yonder cometh Stan” WIN all his. guilt al t 
4% Hoſt, trembling, to appear before the Bar. O nt 
ce never let us forget the Day, when they ſang th N 
% Praiſes of God with us before the Throne]! Howſſt t 
« ſurpriſed were we at their unexpected Revolt Neis 
c We then little tho't what was before us: Jittk 
c gueſſed what was in the Creature's Heart, or inf S0 
« God's Heart. But now. we have ſeen both em 
« And now we ſee the Reſult. God is exalted, hie! 
« Authority eſtabliſhed ; Satan and his Hoſt arq'\cr 
ce conquered, and are now to be ſent away intd B 
ce everlaſting Puniſhment, And, but for the diſtin$99 | 
« guiſhing 85 of God, which has always hel Ppy 
« us up, we might now have been as they now are ele 
e No Heart can conceive, no Tongue can ex mor 
« preſs, the infinite Obligations, we are under tid} G0 
„God. Of whom, and by whom, and to whoulf 
1 ec are all Things: to whom belongs Glory tor eveſfen f 
and ever. Amen. 
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ae © Now, therefore, let eternal Ages be by us all 
omg employed in contemplating God's glorious 
Re- Works, in admiring the Wiſdom of all his Ways, 
Jou revering the dread Majeſty of the Univerſe, mag- 
© nifying and extolling his great Name, exulting: 
in his Supremacy, and celebrating the Praiſes of 
his free and boundleſs Goodneſs.” 


d, hel IT is eaſy to ſee, how natural it muſt be for the 


ect Angels to make theſe and ſuch-like Reflecti- 


Mow the Knowledge of God and of themſelves in- 
reaſes their Humility, their Dependence on God, 
heir Reverence, Love, Gratitude, and Joy, i. e. their 
lolineſs and Happineſs. And it is eaſy to ſee, how 
de Fall of Angels and Men, and God's Conduct 
Wn theſe Occaſions, gives them theſe new Idea's of 
iemſelves and of God. Had Sin and Miſery never 
tered into God's World, they could never have 
al theſe Idea's of themſelves, or of God, And 
F what has been ſaid of the Angels, may be applied 
Mankind, as for Subſtance we fee it may, and 
it too with ſome additional Circumſtances of great 
eight, as will appear in the next Sermon, then 
Mis will be the Sum of the Argument — 

So clear and fo adequate an Idea of God and. 
emſelves could not have been obtained by finite 
ielligences, thro' eternal Ages, had Sin and Miſery 
Fever entered into God's World. 

Bur the more clear and adequate their Idea of 
liſtin$2d and themſelves, the more humble, holy and 

- hel@Ppy will the Inhabitants of Heaven be, and the 
w.arefore will God be exalted. —And that, in ſuch a ſu- 

a exF''or Degree, as that more Honour will redound 

Jer i God, and more Humility, Holineſs and Happi- 

whonF's be in the Syſtem, than if Sin and Miſery had 

yr eveſen forever unknown. 

O 2 No vr 
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ns on theſe Occaſions. And it is as eaſy to ſee 
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Now, if God's preſent Plan is in the beſt Manne 
ſuited to honour Gcd, and to increaſe the Humilityſ 
Holineſs and Happineſs of the Syſtem, then is hi * 
Wiſdom vindicated. For Wiſdom conſiſts in pro "Dy 
poſing the beſt Ends, and chooſing the beſt Meat 
for their Accotnpliſhment. - And thus God's Con 
duct in his grand Plan is analogous to his Condud 
in the four Iuſtances mentioned in the % Sermon 
and the ſame Reaſons which vindicate his Wiſdor 
in them, vindicate him in this, | . 
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SERMON IV. 


GENESIS E. 20.5. 


YE thought Evil againſt Me ; but Cod 


meant it unto Goo ——— 


F the holy Scriptures are read over, and viewed 
in the Character of a Narrative, we ſhall find the 
Hiftery of the Deity, and the Hiſtory at uman Na- 
ve inter woven throughout, from the Beginning of 
ne/is to the End of the Revelation, filling up by far 
* greateſt Part of thoſe ſacred Pages. Here we 
ill fee the bright and glorious Character of the. 
ety, drawn in a moſt lively and ſtriking Manner, 
an authentie Account, written by God's ownDi- 
con, of his Conduct from the Beginning of the 
Forld: And at the ſame Time, human Nature 
Fiinted to the Life, in the le of Mankind, 
'0' a long 
pod puts into our Hands, as che beſt Maar to 
orm us to Views and Tempers ſuitable to the hea» 
mly World. —And why ?—Why ſuch a EGO, for 
8 O 3 ſuch 
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ſuch an Exp? —Plainly, becauſe the Knowledge oH inf 


God and of our ſelves is of the laſt Importance t0 
the Holinefs and Happineſs of that World — Ant 
indeed, on our ſtricteſt Reſearches into Things, we 
ſhall find, that our higheſt moral Rectitude, Perfec 
tion and Happineſs, mult ariſe from, and confiſt j 
an enlarged, clear, lively View of God and our ſelves 
and an anſwerableFrame of Heart. Let us viewGo 
as he is, and ourſelves as we be, as nearly in thi 
ſame Light that God does, as our finite Capacitie 
will admit, and have an anſwerable Frame of Heart 
and we are at the Top of that moral Perfection anc 
Happineſs we are capable of. — And if therefor 
God's great and univerſal Plan is ſo contrived, a 
to put Intelligences under the beft poſſible Advan 
tages for this, then it is the beſt Plan poſſible, W 
have before entered on this glorious I heme, An 
let thele Things be now conſidered, for the furthe 

Illuſtration of the Subject. Wire 
I, NoTHiNG can be known of God, by cxeate 
Intelligences, be their Taſte for divine Knowledy 
ever ſo good, and their Capacities ever ſo great, an 
further than God manifeſts himſelf. For it is be 
yoad the Power of any finite Intelligence to loo 
immediately into God's Heart, as we can into 0 
own, and view and contemplate the divine Periec 
tions as they are in the divine Eſſence, Yea, 
can have no Idea at all of the divine Eſſence. Te: 
we can have no Idea even of the Eſſence of © 
own Souls. "The utmoſt we can do, by Way e 
immediate Intuition, is to perceive our Thought 
and thence diſcern the habitual Inclinations of 0 
Hearts. Anh if we could look into God's Eſtence 
and ſee all his Thoughts, we might thence lea 
lis Nature, without any Manifeſtation whatloeve 
We might know God's Heart, by immediate Intui 
tion, as we can our on. But this is abſolute 
| ON im poſnble 
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mpoſſiblo. We cannot look into the Hearts of 
our FellowCreatures : much leſs can we into God's 
Heart, Neither God's T houghts, nor any of his 
Views, nor any of his Deſigns could ever have been 
known, had he given no Manner of Manifeſtation 
of himſelf. Thoſe Thoughts and Purpoſes in his 
Heart which he has not manifeſted, cannot be found 
dur. Greatneſs of Genius is no Help in this Caſe. 
Sr , Tſaac Newton could not tell when the Day of 
ſulgment would be, ſooner than the greateſt Idiot. 
Yea, as God had not revealed it, ſo of that Day and 
Hur knew no Man ; n2, not the Angels, neither the Son, 
but the Father only. Mar. XII. 32. Even the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus, now in his exalted State in Heaven, 
cannot look, into the divine Eſſence, and fee the 
kcret Thoughts in God's Heart. If he comes to 
the Knowledge of theſe Secrets,it is by divine Com- 
munication : as- is plain from Kev. 1. 1. The Revela- 
lis of Jeſus Chriſt, which God GAVE unte Him. And 
itthe moſt exalted Creature, by immediate Intuition, 
cannot look into God's Heart, ſo much as to diſcern 
me ſingle Thaught, then nothing can be known of 
God this Way. — In a Word, neither the Being of 
God, nor more nor leſs of any of his Perfections, 
could ever have been known, had there been abſo- 
lutely no Evidence at all of his Being, or of any of 


Wis Perfections: but no Evidence ever was had, or 
Fever can be had in this Caſe, but what originally 


comes from him: therefore nothing can be known 


of God, any further than he, ſome how or other, 


makes it evident io his Creatures. Which is what 
| mean, by his manifeſting himſelf. "Therefore, 
2. As all the Idea's of God, which are according 
to Truth, in the whole intelligent Syſtem, originally 
fla from the Manifeſtation which he makes of 


Whinſeit 3 ſo the more c/early and fuily he maniteſts 
h nile f, the greater Advaimages will there eternally 


O 4 : be, 
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be, to make ſwift Progreſs in Knowledge, Humility, 
Holineſs and H#ppinefs. Intelligences, who are fi- 
Nite, can never have an adequate Idea of him who 
is infinite. Their Kinowhdee may increaſe, and 
their Views brighten eternally. And the greater 
their Advantages are, the ſwifter will be their Pro- 
greſs ; ſuppoſing their Taſte for dwine Knowledge 
to- be good. He that is now the loweſt, may, Mil- 
lions of Ages hence,be much hizher inAttainments, 
than he that is now the higheſt, among all the hea- 
venly Hoſts, Mean while, thoſe glorious CHrers 
may be ſtil! advanced, almoſt infinitely,betore them; 
But while all Ranks in Heaven are thus riſing in 
the Knowledge of God, and in all divine Attain- 
ments, eternally rifing ; yet they can never com- 
prehend him who is abſolutely INFINITE. He | 
ſtill infinitely above them: and they are as Nothing 
and Vanity, compared with him. Their Conviction 
of this will eternally increaſe: and ſo their Humi 
lity eternally grow : and God be for ever exalted 
higher and hizher in their View. Which will cauſe 
their Love to his glorious Majeſty, Joy in his Supre- 
macy, and Happinets in him and in his Government 
for ever to augment. And if their Progreſs vill 
be in Proportion to their Advantages, i. e. in Propor- 
tion to the Manifeſtations God makes of himſelf, 
then the fuller and brighter the divine Manifeſtati- 
ons, the ſwifter their Progreſs. -Of two Intelligen- 
ces, of equal Taſte and Capacity, it is poſſible, that 
one, by having a thouſand Times greater Advanta— 
ges, may make a thouſand Times greater Proficiene) 
than the other, in the ſame Time. Let an Intel- 
ligence, of equal Taſte and Capacity with the Angel 
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Gabriel, be created on the Morning of the Day ol 


Judgment, and be placed in fome remote Parts 6 
infinite Space, at a Diſlance from the whole preſent 
Creation, and ſpend that Day in ſolitary Contem 

| | plation, 
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p edge of God, but what muſt neceſſarily reſult from 


Spe ctator of all the Tranſactions of that ſolemn 
n Thouſand, or ten Thouſand, or rather perhaps a 


Jod, the moral Governor of the World, than that ſo- 


Ire, ot all poſſible Plans, mult in this Reſpect be the 


Ihe moral Governor of the Univerſe an Opportu- 


Ito open all hisHeart,tothe View of finiteIntelligences. 


Jod thinks to be his Due from his Creatures, and 
Flow jealous he is of the Rights of the Godhead, 
and how reſolved to maintain the Honour of his 
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15p 
flation, without any Advantage to gain the Know- 


its OWN Exiſtence and Powers ; and let Gabriel the 
ame Day deſcend from Heaven with Chriſt, and be 


deaſon; and it is eaſy te ſee, that Gabriel muſt gain 
Million Times more Knowledge of the Nature of 


tary Spirit. So Moſes, in about fix Months (viz, 
from the Time he faw the burning Buch, to the 
End of the twice forty Days he was on Mount Sinai) 
toubtleſs gained more Knowledge of God, than he 
lad all his Life long before, i. e. more in da Months, 
than in eighty Years. 

As God has formed finite Intelligences capable of 
Improvements thro” eternal Ages; ſo it is reaſona- 
ble to expect, that he will provide thoſe who ſhalt 
be the Objects of his everlaſting Favour, with the 
bet Advantages to make a ſwift "Progreſs. And 
that Plan will in this Reſpect be judged the beſt, 
that is moſt ſuited to this End. That Plan, there- 


belt, in which is given the fulleſt and the brighteſt 


Manifeſtation of all the divine Perfections. 
But, i 
3. FER Apoſtacy of Angels and Men has oiven 


nity to ſet all his moral Perfections in the cleareſt 
and moſt ſtriking Point of Light ; and, as it were, 


Tu whole intelligent Syſtems now may fee, what 


Authority and Government. —And now the; whole 
dyſtem * ſee too, that, as he is God of Gods, 
| and 
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and Lord of Lords, the original Proprietor of a 
Things, fo he thinks it belongs to him, without thy 
Advice or Leave of his Creatures, according to thy 
Counſel of his own Will, to lay out that Plan whichif 
ſeems beſt in his own Eyes; and to do what he 
thinks beſt to do; and to forbear what he think 
beſt to forbear; to bring ſuch Intelligences into Be 
ing as he thinks beſt; and having ſaid and dont 
what he thinks beſt,to forbear to ſay or do any more 
and ſtand by and let them take their Courſe : prac 
tically ſaying, © They owe themſelves to me: 
„owe them nothing.” And if they fall, he hold = 
himſelf at Liberty to proceed with, and puniſh them L ha 
ſtrictly according. to Law, without any n ey 
the Law being exsctly right: ſo that it is Matter 
of mere ſovereign Grace, to grant Relief to any; 
Thing he may do, or.not. do, as he pleaſes, fo 
aught he owes to them. Vea, he holds himſelf 
bound to do nothing for their Relief, but in a Way 
that ſhall be honourable to his Law. — Never 
heleſs, while he ſhews ſuch a ſteady Regard t6 
is own Honour, and ſo inffexibly adheres to thi 
Rights of the Godhead, as by Office he is bound, he- cif 
ing moral Governor of the Univerſe; at the lame 
Time, the whole Syſtem may ſce too, that hisGood- 
neſs is as boundlels as his Nature. But then he 
loves his Creatures ſhould know how theCaſe reallyll 
ſtands ; that the Rights of the Godhead ought not.: 
to be given up, and that the Exerciſes of his Good- plai 
neſs are abſolutely free: That while they view bla 
Things in the ſame Light he does, they may feel, as te 
he thinks it is fit they ſhould, in ſuch a uh — 
| | Hutz e 


* UxLess Property be known and acknowledged between Ma 

Man and Man, and the Boundaries fixed thare can be no da 
Room for the Exerciſe of Generoſity If my Eſtate is none Por 
of mine, then it is not mine to give, If my Neighbour f bis 
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Time would fail, to hint at the various Idea's of 
nſelf, which he has communicated in Conſequence 


he grand Apoſtacy of Angels and Men. Indeed, 
e has given Materials for Contempiationg that an 


hole Eternity cannot exhauit. 
Tux Picture of himſelf, whichGod has given and 


ill give,in his Conduct, from the Fall of Angels, to 
W: fioalConſummation ot all Things,is gloriouſſy tull 
(d eras, He has been called to act in an infi- 


nite 


may come and take, l and when, he pleaſes; then 
| have no Right to withhold any Thing. My Neighbour 
may juſtly think hardly of me, if I do: And will not 
thank me, if Ido not. But if I have any Thing, which 
I may call my own, and to which my Neighbour has no 
Right, then he mult acknowledge, notwithſtanding any 
Claim he has to make, I may do what I wilt with that. 
as the Honſpolder ia the Parable (Mar. XX. 15.) ſaid, 
h is not lawful for me to do what 1 will with mine own? 
And if my Neighbour views my Property in the fame: 
Light that J do, then he will be apt to view my. Gene- 
toſity in the fame Light too. And what I offer as a free 
Gift, he will receive and acknowledge as ſach : and feel 
2s is fit. — And it was abſolutely neceſſary, that Pro- 
perty ſhould, be known and acknowledged, and the Boun-. 
daries fixed between God and his Creatures. And God, 
by the. Law he gave to his Creatures, as ſoon as created, a 


and by his Conduct ſince, has (ſſectually done it: Has 


plainly ſaid, what was due from them to him: and as 
plainly declared, that he owed them nothiag. —— And 
theſe Boundaries, ſet up by God, werethey but acceded 


to,and-acquieſced in by Man, the chief Matters of Contro- 
verſy between God and Man would be removed, and 


Things would look fair for a Reconciliation : But while 


Man denies his Debt to God, and makes large Demands 
on the Deity, there is no Hope of an Accommodation. 


For God will demoliſh the Univerſe, ſooner than give up 


his juſt Rights, in Favour of his rebellious Creatures, 
Mat. V. 17. 
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nite Varict y of Caſes ; and, to ſpeak of him accord: 
ing to the Language of Scripture, inthe moſt trying" 
Cireumſtances, (Read Ezet. XX. 5,—22.) he has 
been tempted and tried, not merely 40 Years in the hon. 
_ Wilderneſs by the Laces ; but from the Begin 
ning of the World to this Day, by every Nation, 
Kindred, Language and 'Fongue, And has had 
Opportunity to ſhew his Heart, by his Conduct, in 
all the infinite Variety of Caſes which have ever ha 
pened, 2mong the Millions,and Millions of Million 
of Subjects, which he had to deal with. All which 
together with all that remains to be accompliſhed ic 
the End of the World, will be brought into Vie 
another Day,and ſerve to make the Picture of him 
ſelf, which he has given, very full and gloriouſ] 
compleat, in the Eyes of all holy Intelligences, 

. BesiDEs, his GREAT Wokk, to which all hi 
other Works bear ſome Reſpect, is ſo much like him 
ſelf, that, in a Manner, it gives his whole Picture: 
once. An incarnate God on the Croſs, if the diving 
Views, Motives and Ends are all conſidered, is: 
Piece of Conduct, of which it may be ſaid, as iff 
was of him that was chief Actor in this Affair. 
is the Brightneſs of God's Glery, and the expreſs In 

of his Perſon. To create a World, was but a Um 

atter with the ALMIGHTY, With a Word It 
could bring Syſtem ee into Peing, with inhi 
nite Eaſe. But the Work of Redemption by the 
Death of his Sox, ſeems to be a Work equal wit 
himſelf, and in which he has expres all his Heart, 


. .AQTIQN "Piet 


0 Tus Seripture informs us of no crented deen Vie 
- ſides Angels and Men: much le{s does it attempt xs fail and 
our Devotion by a Contemplation of Mallibns' ef Obel Vier 

inhabited beſides this our Earth. But'4coordihh to *. tion, 
ture, the Work of Redemption is God'spreat Work; ons 
from this, chieſſy, we are to learn his moralCharagery® all cat 
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conduct ſets his Picture in àa more ſtriking, affect- 
gg Point of Light, than any mere verbal Deſerip- 


ty for Conduct. When the ALMIGHTY actually 
uniſhed the ſinning Angels, from his Preſence, 


1 b * ö 

had bwn to eternal Darkneſs and Woe, it ſet his Cha- 
x, infſyſter in a much ſtronger Light, in the Eyes of the 
hap ect Angels, than his previous Threatning had 


ne. And when the Day of Judgment actually 
mes, and the whole Syſtem are aſſembled to ſee 
nd hear, and give up their Account, and receive 
zeir Sentence, it will be much more rea! than ever 
was before made to any of God's Creatures, by 


nd it will ſet the divine Perfections in a Light 
roportionably clear, ſtriking and affecting. 

HAD all Things gone on ſtill and quiet in God's 
ngdom, there had been no Occation or Oppor-- 
ity for theſe Works, by which all will #:2w hat 
Wi; be LorD, and the whole Syſtem be filled with 
% Glory, 5 e 4; 


r Hap the Poſterity of Abraham lived quietly in the 
Ind of Canaan, & multiplied there, for 456 Years, 
malige Canaanites dying off mean while, as the Indi- 
d ns do in America, they might have filled the Land 
w inhich a much greater Number of Inhabitants, than 
V the an $00 5; 8 DAE; hen 
wy this are we to contemplate, with the other Branches of his 
7105 moral Government, as revealed in the Bible. And that 


Love and Devotion, which ariſes from theſe ſeriptural 
edel Views of God and his Works, is the ſeriptural Devotion, 
& fail and infinitely preferable to imaginary Tranſports. If out 
Globe Views of the Works of Creation, Providence and Redemp- 
SIE tion, are according to Scripture, we need not raiſe Milli- 
; ac vns ef imaginary Syſtems of jntelligences, to inflame our 
rj 4 Ecarts with a divine Feryor, nor have we the Example 
ore Saint in the Bible te juſtify ſuch an Attempt. 


AcTIONS ſpeak I6uder than Words. The divine- 


ons could have done, had there been no Opportu- 


w Deſcriptions, br Imaginations they ever had. 
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when Joſhua brought them in, and no Joſeph ſole, 
no Intants drowned, no making . Bricks,,noCarcales 
left in the Wilderneſs, and they Strangers. to. ſuch 
great Changes, Trials and Sorrows ; but then God 
would not have had anOpportunity for any of thoſ 
wonderful Works which he wrought, whereby it 
as hnown 74 he was the Log p, and tbe wheleLart! 
was filled with his Glory, and a, Foundation laid fo 
much Good to thatPeople,.then, and in all ſucceed 
ing Generations. Vea, to this Day, the whole 
Church of God reap the Benefit of thoſe wondefrfu 
Works, which were recorded for our Inſtruction,o 
whom the Ends of the World are come. 

So, had Sin been for ever unknown in theSyſtem 
there would have been noOpportunity for the migh 
ty Works which God has wrought, ſince the Da 
he drove the apoſtate Angels out of Heaven, an 
our firſt Parents out ot Paradiſe, and will yet work 
to the End of Time, and final Conſummation of al 
Things. All which put together, will give the mo! 
full and compleat, the. moſt clear and ſtriking Pie 
ture of the divine Nature, for the Contemplatio 


and Inſtruction of the Inhabitants of Heaven, thro... 
eternal Ages. 3 1 2 eart 

4. WHiLE God forbears to interpoſe and hineche .. 
the Apoſtacy of finite Intelligences, being abſolute pat 
unobliged to ſay or do any more than he had rag 


and done; and while, being left to their own tre n; 
Choice, a Number of the Angels in_ Heaven, ang; 
Man upon Earth; rebel; and being left to them g= 
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dle, nutable Being. Mean while, God, as has been 
ales nid, in his Conduct, ſets his own Character in the 
neh deareſt and fulleſt Light. And ſo all holy Intelli- 
304d rences will, thra'.eternal Ages, have the Advanta- 
hoſeſſ ves of theſe two compleat Pictures; the Picture that 
Y ich God has exhibited of himſelf, and the Picture which 
art {in Creatares have exhibited of themſelves, to 
foi ain them to a clear View and realizing Senſe of 
eed het God is, ard of what they might have been. 
bol as the pious Jews in the earthly Canaan, when 
erte, reviewed the Conduct of God towards their 
n,on”-. fathers, and their Conduct towards him, had 
ne Picture of each before their Kyes, for their In- 
em: ion from Age to Age. Which leads me to 
ichther Thought, 
Da 5. Ar the End of theſe forty Years, Moſes aſ- 
afnbles. the whole Congregation of Ifrael in ihe 
ains of Moab ; and, that-they-miglht be under 
de better, Advantages to reap the Benefit of ail paft 
rnnſfations, now juſt as they are entering into 
tz holy Land, he rehearſes all God's Conduct to- 
ards them, and all their Conduct towards him, and 
bours deeply to impreſs a Senſe of both on their 
; carts : So at the fina!Conſummation of all Things, 
nech whole intelligent Syſtem will be aſſembled, and 
ute past Things be opened, all God's Conduct to- 
ders his Creatures, and all their Conduct towards 
Im; and that in ſuch a Manner, as will make the 
kepeſt Impreſſions on all that great Aſſembſy. 
BUT as this will be a moſt ſolemn Day, and per- 
F'ps the moſt important Day that ever did or ever 
happen, and a Day on Wehr Rreat Light will 
| given to God's univerſal Plan; fo it may not be 
Hus to ſtop here a- wlnle, and conſider, Who is to 
n auff the Judge — and who ſhall be preſent in that 
t beeſteat Aſſembly — and what will be brought into 
une, —and what will be the frnal Sentence pronoun- 
utay Pra 6% 
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ecd/on the Wicked—and what will be the vifible 
Conſequence—and what the State of the Righteoug | 
when all is over—and what muſt be their Reflecti- h 
ons upon the whole. 3 | 

1. Taz Messan, the Son of God, the Seed of | 
the Woman, will be the Judge. So great was hit I. 
Zeal for the Honour of God, and Concern for thl ; 
Salvation of Joſt Sinners, that he offered to under 
take to fruſtrate Satan's Scheme; and on theCroſs * 
at the Expence of his Life, he entirely diſconcerteq . 


the Plan the Devil had laid, and ſapped the Foun 
dation of his Kingdom; opening a Way, in whit, 
Glory might come to God, and Salvation to falle. 
Man. Which ſo pleaſed the eternal Father, that! 4 
gave him, for his Reward, the very Thing his Heat E. 
was chiefly ſet upon; even, full Power and Authoſ _ 
rity, compleatiy to accompliſh his Deſign.  Meſſial , 
took the Throne, and, at the Head of the Univxerſe * 
conducted all Things from that Day and torward, . 
with his End in conſtant Vie w, till Satan's Kingdom * 
was deſtroyed, and he had reigned on Earth a thou * 
ſand Years. And having ſeen of the Travail of hi g. 
Soul to his Satisfaction, in the Recovery of a greafſ -, 
Multitude of the human Race, a Multitude like t . 
Stars of Heaven, and as the Sands on the Sea-Sha, . 
innumerable ; now he comes to cauſe ſtrict Juſtic , 


to take Place on all the obſtinate Adherents to da 
tan's Intereſt. Behold, he cometh in theClouds e 6 
Heaven, and every Eye ſhall ſee him, and the fatal 
the finiſhing Stroke ſhall be laid full on the old Ser 
pent's Head. Which ſhall be done in the mo 
public Manner. — For | r. 
- 2. THE whole intelligent Syſtem ſhall be preſent 
The holy Angels, once Satan's Companions 1 
Heaven, thall now defcend in Glory and Joy, af; - 
tending the righteous Judge. And with them th 


Saints ſhall come from the upper World, and r * thod 


—— . 
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4 
their Bodies, glor'ous and immortal, raiſed by their 
am'ghty Saviour. Mean while, the Saints on Earth 
ſhall! be changed, and caught up to meet the Lord 
in the Air. Then Earth and Sea. Death and Hell 
ſha!l give up their Dead; and all Kindreds, Nations, 
I 1nguages and "Tongues, ſhall be gathered to the 
Bar. And Satin and his Hoſts, who of along Time 
have been in Chains, reſerved to the Judgment of 
the great Day, ſhall be forced, guilty and trembling, 
to tand forth in the Sight of the whole Creation. 

And now, 

3 Tae Hiſtory of the grand Rehellion ſhall be 
opened to the View of the whole intelligent Crea- 
tion: from the Day of Satan's firſt Revolt, his 
Expulfion from Heaven, and Seduction of the hu- 
man Kind, with all his Views and Metives, Ends 
and Deſigns, and the Methods by him taken from 
me Foundation of his Kingdom on Earth, to its 
final Deſtruction : And how apoſtate Men have 
hea'tily Joined in his Intereſt ; and both, as it were, 
combined together to defeat the Deſigns of the 
Red-emer. / | | 

Tre Blood of the Martvrs will be brought into 
the Account, from the Blood of righteous Abel, 
to the Blood of the laſt Martyr that hall be flain, 
to evidence the obſtinate Malice: of Satan and his 
Adherents: Who, rather than that the Redeemer's 
Kingdom ſhould be ſet up, have ſhed Rivers of 
human Blood, Yea, the Son of God himſelf * 
has been put to Death in this apoſtate World. 

ALL the Conduct of the human Race before the 
Flood, and how their Wickedneſs brought on the 
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eeneral Deluge: and all the Conduct of Mankind 
ce; together with the Methods of divine Grace 


from the Beginning of the World :—particularly, 
th: Calling of Abraham, and all the glorious Me- 


Yihods of divine Grace with his Seed, from Age to 


P 3 Age, 
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Age, till the Coming of the Meſſiah : together with 
their perverſe Conduct in Egypt, in the Wilderneſs, 
und in the holy Land: their killing the Prophets, 
and ftoning thoſe who were ſent unto them, and 
finally crucifying the Son of God, and obſtinately 
rejecting his glorious Goſpel :——And the Calling 
of the Gentiles into the Chriſtian Church, their 
Lothneſs to leave their Idols, the bloody Work 
they made among the primitive Profeſſors of Chriſ- 
kanity together with aHiſtory of the Riſe & Pro- 
. Eres and dreadful Deeds of the grand antichriſtian 
Apoſtacy, — will all be laid open to public View, in 
the Sight of the Creation. 7 

Ap not only theſe great Affairs, but alſo all 
the Conduct of particular Sinners, in every Age, 
with every ſecret Thing, ſhall! be brought to Light 
on that great Day. | 

AND while MeMah appears in all his Father's 
Glory, the Reaſonableneſs of God's Law and the 
infinite Grace of the Goſpel will, by his very Preſent, 
be brought into ſuch a clear View, in the Eyes af all 
that great Aſſembly, as will not only ſtrike the 
fallen Angels, who have been inveterate Enemies 
to the righteous Government of God, and conſtait 
Oppoſers of the gracious Deſigns of the Redeemer, 
into the utmoſt Guilt and Confuſion ; but alſo over-Werr.- 
helm with mexcuſable Guilt and ſelf-condemning{"2! ' 
Reproaches, all the loſt Sons of Adam, of every in 
Nation under Heaven. The Gentile will now feelphic} 
himſelf without Excu/e, for breaking the Law of Na- Ind g 
ture (Rom. I. 20.) and the Jew and the Chriſtian, 1 
much more, who have ſinned againſt greater LightFor a 
and deſpiſed infinite Grace. So that- every MeouilFrved 
will be fopp'd, and all Satan's Adherents from e 
mong the human Race, will ſtand guilty before Goa'trn : 
(Rem. III. 19.) For, when theLord cometh with ally : 
his heayenly Attendants, to execute Judgment upo mera 

a Obſtinate 


/ 


tinate Enemies, he. will convince all, and ſilence 


ets 

and hall not only be a Day of Wrath, but of the Reve- 
tely en of the righteous Judgment of God. (Rom. II. 5.) 
ing Mean while, all holy Intelligences will be fully 
heir Wrepared, cordially to approve, yea, heartily to re- 
ork Nice in the final Sentence of the Judge. —— The 


fore-thought of which dreadful Sentence will fill 


nutterable..—— And the Kings of the Earth, and the 
eat Men, and the chief Captains, and the mighty Men, 
ho had met Armies in the Field of Battle, and 
wked Death in. the Face undaunted, and every 
m4- Man, and everyFree- Man (hall wiſh to hide them- 
tives in the Dens, and in the Racks. of the Mountains : 
ea, they will wiſh the Mountains and the Rocks to fall 
them, and hide them from the Mratb of the Lamb. 
WW. VI. 15. 16.) | 
. He thall pronounce the Sentence, Depart, 


all 
Age, 
igbt 


jer's 
the 


enct, 


f all 

the 
mies 
ſtant 
mer, 
ver- 
ning 
V ery 


ALLELUJAH, And, 


ut they ſhall viſibly go away. into everla/ling Puniſh- 
ent. —_For God, who foreſaw their pry and 
nal Wickednefs, before the Creation of the World, 
id in the Creation provide proper Materials by 


feelff nich to ferro his Wrath, and make his Power known, 
'Na-J$id give an eternal Image of his infinite Hatred of 


ſtianßzn, in the Sight of the whole intelligent Syſtem. 
„ighifor all the ſtarry Heavens, and this Earth, are re- 
Jeutlrved to that Purpoſe, laid up in Store as Fuel, 
n afſe/:rved unto Fire, againſi the Day of Fudgment and Per- 
God rien of ungadly Men. And the Heavens jhall then paß 
h allſievy with a great Noiſe, ruſhing together. into one 
uponfencral Heap; for the Heavens being en Fire ſhall be 
nate P 4 difjolved, 
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, who have juſtified themſelves,and ſpoken many 
urd Speeches againſt him. (Jude 14, 15) For that 


tan and all his mighty Potentates with Terror 


! curſed. To which, all the holy Angels and Saints, 
ith divine and ſacred Fervor, will fay, AMEN. 


5. No. fooner will the Sentence be pronounced, 


| 
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di ſſo ved, arid the Elements, of wh ch they are com- * 
poſed, jhall melt with fervent Heat, and the Earth al 4 
involved in the general Ruin, and the Works that a“ 
Verein ſhall be burnt up. And fo the whole materia] 
Syſtem fhal- form one immenſe Lake of Fire an; 
B: imi/{zne, where the Heat ſhall he almoſt infinite! 
iitenie, in which the Damned ſhall weep and wa 
and enaſl their Teeth for ever. For their Mor 
foall never die, and the Fire ſhall never be quenched 
(2 Pet. III. 7—12. Mar. IX. 44.) And all thi 
open to the View, eternally open to the View of a] 
the Inhabitants of Heaven. Por they ſhall be torment 
et with Fire and Brimſtane, in the Prejence of the bl 
Angels, and in thePreſ-nce of the Lamb. ( Rev. XIV. 10 
£14 And this greit Fire will eternally be a vi 
fble Emblem of the Fierceneſs and Wrath of al 
mighty God, 20 her his Mratb, and make his Pour 
&r:own. As when Pharaoh and his Hoſt were over 
v helmed in the Red Sea, in Sight of all thelf{raclites 
the God of theHebrews / eocd his Power, and cauſe 
bis Name to be declared throughout all the Earth (Ext 
IX. 15.) So now, when Satan and all his Adherent 
from an apoſtate World are ca into this Lake of Fi 
and Frin, lone, to be tormented Day and Night, for er 
and ever, (Rcu. XX. 10.) it will hewGod'sIrath, 4 
make his Power fnotum, in the Sight of the whole 
telligent Syſtem. (Nm. IX. 22.) 

6. THE grand Rebellion in the intellectual 8) 
tem being brought to this Iſſue by MrssTAn, 0! 
Prince, whoſe Name is King of Kings and Lord @ ul 
Lords, and an End put to this vifible Creation, | . i 
which ſo much Sin has been committed, no 11 J. 
GCvomed to eternal Fire; Mess1AH, with the A " , 
gels, hisArtentants, and with thedaved from meg ) 

Lins in Number like the Sands on the Sea- Short 1 
ſhall aſcend to the heavenly Zion with Singing 
and enter into everlatiing Joys, 7 
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For, 2s the Mefliah loved his Church, when ſhe 
om y polluted in her Blood, and gave himſelf for her, 
ali nd redeemed her from the Earth, and waſhed her 
n his own Blood, and made her a glorious Church, 
erlag „g adorned her as a Bride is. adorned for her Huſ- 
bend; fo now the Marriage of the Lamb ſhall be 
CY e)cbrated before all the Inhabitants of Heaven; 
7 And ſhe (all be called The Bride, the Lamb's Wife, 
1 , Rev. XXI. 9.) The ſaved ſhall be taken into the 
* neareſt Union, and moſt beatific Communion with 

| ſeſus Chriſt, Who will rejoice over them, as the 
fruit of his Labours, as the Travail of his Soul, as 
w_ the Joy that was ſet before him. Even as a Bride- 
„ m rejoiceth over the Bride; ſo will he rejoice over 


V.10 * (Ia. LXII. 5.) And he will rejoice and joy in them, 


a Vl (Iſai. LXV. 19.) And e in his Love. (Zeph. III. 17.) 
of al 
* and thus they hall be for ever with the Lord, {hall be 


where he is, and behold his Glory. And God will be their 
bad, and wipe away all Tears from their Eyes; and 
thre ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow, nor Cry- 
mz, neither ſhall there be any more Pain; for the former 
Ihings are 7 away, All Temptations and Trials 


over 
elites 
*2 ule 


Ex 


» f , 
5 re at an End : for ever out of the Reach of Satan, 
/ * in and Danger. All Things are made miu, are put 
*. pon a newFoot ; not as in the firſt Creation, when 

7 


i! finite Intelligences were put on Trial, and leſt to 
and or fall for themſelves, God unobliged to hold 
hem up, in Conſequence whereof Sin entered into 


6 9 Heaven and Earth; whereas in this newHeaven and 
72 Larth, there ſhall be no Sin; but in them 
2h Wivelleth Righteouſneſs. (2 Pet. HI. 13.) Chriſt will 


ternally be the Head of al! holy Intelligences, and 
dis Immutability be their eternal Security. (Eph. I. 
10.) So they (hall poſſeſs this good Land, which 
Nous with Milk and Honey, which is the Glory of 
* Lands, of which the earthlyCanaan was a Type; 
bu ay, they ſhall poſlels it for ever. 

Fo : 7. AND 


172 ; The Wispoxr of B 


7. AND upon the whole, what muſt be the Re 
fictions of Angels and Saints, in thoſe happy Regi 
ons of Light, Love, Peace, and eternal Countemplati 
on? What muſt the ele& Angels think, while the 
recollect the Day of their Creation; when Sata 
and all his Hoits ſtood with them, and bowed and! 
worſhiped before the Throne; and remember his 
foul Revolt, his Expulſion from Heaven, his Attempt 0 
to diſhonour God, and get himſelf adored in an apo” 
ſtate World; and now view his eternal Overthrow 
chaincd io the burning Lake for ever and ever} 

AND what muſt be the Reflections of Adam, 
Abei, Enoch and Noah; of Abraham, Iſaac and 
Jacob ; oi Moſes, Joſhua, Samuel, and of ail the 
Prophets, Apoſtles and Martyrs ; and of all the $a 
ved, in every Age of the World, and from every Na- 
tion, Language and Tongue under Heaven? while 
they recoilect the original Apoſtacy of Mankind 
and the whole Hiſtory of all the Conduct of an apo 
ſtate World, from the Fall of Adam to the. Day of 
Judgment, as lately laid before the Tribunal o 
Chriſt : And remember their own former awful 
Temper and dreadtul State while ſecure in Sin 
running in full Career to Hell: And conſider ho 
they were pitied and redeemed by an incarnate God, 
and ſtopt and reclaimed by ſovereign Grace, and 
Kept by the Power of God thro' Faith unto Salvati— 
on; but tor which, they not only might, but ca- 

tainly would have been,in the fame infinitely dread- 
ful Condition they now behold others in, once the 
Neighbours and Companions, chained among De- 
vils to the burning Lake. i 

As the pious, lractites, when quietly ſettled, inf 
the earthly Canaan, would naturally call to mind 
the Day, when they were Bondmen in the Land 0 
Egypt, and the Egyptian Manners, and the jdola- 

trous Cuitoms in which they were educated 7 _ 
N n 
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agration. And while they behold the divine Na- 
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wow they had forgotten the God of Abraham, and. 
ie promiſed Land, until the Arrival of Moſes from 
me Land of Midian, with the Rod of God in his 
and: And how they felt in the Time of the 
lagues, and at their Egreſſion, and when purſued; 
Pharaoh, and when paſſing thro” the Sea on dry 
;round, and when they found themſelves ſafe on 
he. other Shore, while Pharaoh. and his Hoſts were 
unk like Lead in the inighty Waters :——And talk 
wer all their Wilderneſs-Travels, and all God's 
wonderful Works: And how they ſinned at Maſſah, 
Tiberah, and Kibroth-hattaavah, and were always 
rovoking the Lord to Wrath : And how the Car- 
ifes of fix hundred Thouſand fell in the Wilder- 
eſs, „ Yea, and we ſhould all have been cut off 
and deſtroyed, had not the Lord wrought for his 
great Name's ſake, It was not for our Righte- 
© ouſneſs, nor for the Uprightneſs of our Hearts, 
that he brought us into this good Land: but from 
his own ſovereign, ſelf- moving Goodneſs, and that 
che might fill the whole Earth with his Glory. 
© Wherefore we will tell our Sons, and our Sons 
Sons, what God hath wrought ; that we and 
they may fear and reverence that fearful and glo- 
' rious Name, THz Lord ouR Gop, and adore 
his diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs, and walk in all his 
Ways, and keep all his Commands for ever.“ — 
it will be juſt as natural for thoſe, who are ſaved 
om among Men, when the Day of Judgment is 


Wilt, aad they ſafe in the heavenly Canaan,from 


hence to look back, and ſurvey, and talk over all 


W's Ways of God to Men, and all the Ways of 


lan to God, from the Creation to the final Con- 


ure ſet in ſo clear, ſtrong and ſtriking a Light; and 
he Picture (till brightened by a View of the ſhock- 


ing 
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ing Conduct of the human Race towards him. — 7 
how will they feel, and what will they ſay? 40 
Ler us but imagine our ſelves in the Companyſ* * 
of the Saved, and attend to the Converſation of“ © 
Heaven. Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles and Mar-“ 6 
tyrs, and Angels mixt in the ſame Aſlembly, all join 
to carry on the Converſation, each filled with holy 
Delight, while the Ways of God to Man, and the 
Ways of Man to God, are all the Theme. 
ADAM begins. —“ How ſurprizing is it, to find 
< my ſelt and ſo many of my Poſterity in this happy 
&« World, happier a thouſand Times than the Para- 
« diſeT loſt ! Indeed, I was happy then, bat th 


&« Scenes of Darkneſs, Guilt and Woel paſſed thro N 
« after my Revolt from God, and all I have fee h 
&« and heard from that Day to this, Things neverſſ, * 
© to be forgotten, will tor ever heighten the Joys of 4 1 
& this bleſſed Place. But, Oh, my foul Revolt ! Hoy be 
6: infinitely heinous was the Crime! How juſt, if God, a 
had left me and all my Race to have gone on . tt 
e Rebellion, died inDeſpair, and ſpent eternal Agel. E 
c with Satan and his Hoſts, in yonder Lake of Fig}, ” 
& and Brimſtone ! But ſovereign Grace interpoſed. al 
« And now I ſee the Promiſe accompliſhed ; TI. << 
„Seed of the Woman hath bruiſed the Serpent], d! 
„ Head. Know it then, you are happy, not by m 85 
Not to me therefore, but to God, and God alone de 
« js all the Glory due.” 
GABRIEL next Indeed, ye Sons of Men. 

ce 1s all the Glory due to God. He only is Immuſ wy 
c table. See in yon Lake, Satan and all his Hoſt 
&« for ever loſt. Once this was their Abode. Wit, " 
e us they worſhipped before the Throne. B p 
&« they fell. And ſo might we have done, but fa. 0 
ce the Grace of God. And fo might all Manking, | | 
« have fallen too, had they been created at once 2. 


« as we in Heaven were; and each ſet to act fc 
„ himſel 
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& himſelf, as many of Adam's conceited Sons have 
« often fooliſhly wiſhed had been the Caſe. From 
« the Day that Satan fell, to this very Hour, 
6 every Thing we have obſerved, has joined to eſta- 
e bliſh us in this, that there is no Safety for finite 
Jatelligences, but in God alone. He only is by 
« Nature immutable, Nor can a Creature, how 
«'extited ſoever, arrive ſo near to a State of Inde- 
« pendence, as to be in himſelf immutably good. 
God is our Strength and Refuge, and the only 
& Source of our eternal Stability. Of whom, and 
„by whom, and to whom are all Things, to whom 
belongs Glory for ever * 102 


St. PAUL No doubt, the Intereſt of the 
& human Race was as ſafe in Adam's Hands, as it 
& would have been in our own. And it being no 


17 Injury to us, God might, without any Injuſtice 
7 tous, appoint him our public Head. And, in- 


deed, conſidering the Deſign God had in View, 
« there was great Wiſdom in that Conſtitution. 
For Adam was ſuited, as a Type and Shadow, 


4 EM „ while we dwelt in that World of Darkneſs, to 
oed aſſiſt us to right Conceptions of Chriſt, our ſe- 
Til cond Adam, our ſecond public Head. TheOm- 


© niſcient,. ſeeing no Truſt could be put in his 
Saints, and that even the Angels could not be 
depended upon, did, before the Foundation ot 
the World, defign his own Son ſhould become 
incarnate, and ſtand forth as the firſt- born of 
* every Creature, the Head: of. the Creation of 
God; that in him he might gather together, fix 
and eſtabliſh all the Elect, whether' belonging to 
Heaven or Ezrth, as we ſee at this Day. 


8 A Ho glorious iscthe Exchange 
ankin Once Was your public Head : but in me all was 


one 12ſt. God left me, that it miglit be ſeen what 
8 i * K. . 
r 
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« Fleſh is but Graſs. And now, not I, but hi; 
„ own Son is your Head. And your eternal Wel. 
fare is ſecured in the divine Immutability. This I. 
«<< Glory was due to God alone, who only is un- 
„ changeable, And this Glory, by Means of my 
„ Fall, God has taken to himſelf in the Sight of 
e the whole intellectual Syſtem.” 7 

GABRIEL —— © So Satan. once flood at the 
« Head of all the angelic Hoſts, who revolted with. 
« him, a mighty CMIEF. And like the bright, 
« Morning- Star, excelled in Luſtre all thoſe,Stars,, 
&« of Heaven. But how art thou fallen, O Luci. £ | 
c fer, Son of the Morning!! And hew haſt thou 
& drawn off a third Part ot the Stars of Heaven, tc 
& join in thy Revolt!“ * 

ST. PAUL —— <£* BuT now, not an Arch-ange| 
© nor the Father of Mankind, but God's dear Son 


(c 
(6 


« js, in this new State of Things, at the Head offff, ,, 
6 all holy'Intelligences. Both Angels and Men. * 
< are gathered together in One; even in him, wha 5, 
« is the Image of the inviſible God, and has-exhiY, 

t bited the ſublimeſt Picture of the Deity in all hi, . 
„Works, but chiefly in the Work of our RedempM, R 
„ 0 

ADAM. © AnD all is free ſovereign Grace 3 
« His giving Being, natural Powers, and moralExY, 1 
« cellencies to his Creatures in their firſt Creation, ar" 


„brought them intoDebt to him; but not him . th, 
„% them. They owed themſelves to him: he owegg, all 
44 them nothing. He was unobliged to becom. me 
„their Surety, I ought to have been obedient f. „it 


« the God that made me. But I fell. And thy, , 
ee Thron La 


* Wx read of Principalities and Pouuert among the © 
Angels (Col. II. 15.) as well as among the Goo 
(Eph. I. 21.) And one of theirNumber is called a Prin 
(Fph. II. 2.) And doubtleſs he was Prince before | 


fell, as well as fince, Sce Rev, XIV. 3, 4, 7, 8, 9 


7 
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his « Throne of the Almighty was guiltleſs. De- 
Jel-J « ſtruction was our due. Oh, how free and ſove- 
his . reign is the Grace that has ſaved us!“ | 
un-] MOSES—— '** WHAT muſt have been the Con- 
my ſequence, had Mankind in their fallen State been 
t of merely under the Law of Nature, which requir- 
« ed ſinleſs Perfection, curſing the Man who conti- 
the « nued not in all Things! And yet this Law was 
with: ſtrictly righteous. And as ſuch,was it republiſhed 
& from Mount Sinai, by the holy ONE of Iſrael. 
tas But altho' ourDepravity did not free us from the 
Auel Government and Authority of God, yet it laid a 
thoul« ſure Foundation for our breaking the Law. And 
iq, ſo, had mere Law taken Place, we ſhould all have 
« been for ever loſt. And this had been but ſtrict- 
nee: ly juſt. —— But Oh, the free and boundleſsGrace 

Son, of God His own Son became a Curſe for us, 
id OW that all theſeBleſſings we now enjoy, in this happy 
& World, might come upon us.” 

St. PAUL — „ CREATURES becoming apoſtate, 
and turning Enemies and Rebels to the God that 
made them, this did not in theleaſt diſannul God's 
„Right to them, and Authority over them; but 
* they ſtill remained by Right his Subjects, and 
under his Government, and accountable at his 
JEW: Tribunal. And accordingly we have lately ſeen 
wicked Men and Devils brought to the Bar, and 
there ſtand without Excuſe, every Mouth ſtopt, 
* all of them guilty before God. On the Foot of 
mere Law, therefore, God might juſtly have dealt 
with us after our Apoſtacy ; and by Law might 
* have judged and condemned us all to yonder 
Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, to welter out eter - 
nal Ages. — 0 the Height, and Depth, and 
o Length, and Breadth of the, Love of Chriſt, which 
Prin paſſeth al Underſtanding !— Phe Law was holy, 
Juſt and good He judged it ſo he died to anſwer 
| a 2 2 "ey its 
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« jts Demands. Nor did he aſk our Pardon at his 
«« Father's Hands, on cheaper Terms.” “ « 
© GABRIEL ——< How had it gratified the in- “ 
« fernal Hoſts, lately baniſhed the heavenly World, © 
4 Law, to have ſeen Law ſet aſide in Favour of 
« a fallen Race! And how would they have:tri:}ſ © 
«« umphed,to ſee the Judge of the whole Syſtem ref. 
de — Perſons, and have no Regard to Right! — 
«« Better, infinitely better, all the human Race had 
«© been for ever loſt.” 5 a0 
St. PAUL-—- ** You ſpeak the Sentiments offfl © 
© all the Saved. Had we been pardoned to God's“ 
© Difhonour, it would have ſapped the Foundation 
* of all ourJoys. How much ſoever you pitied out 
«© Caſe,you never deſired our Relief in ſuch a Way.“ 
GABRIEL « [remember well the Day, the“ 
Nes of your Revolt firſt reached the heavenly{* : 
«© World. - We thought you all for ever loſt—andWF* t 
« approved the Thing as juſt We ſaw no Way for“ 
«« your Relief nor ſhat} we ever forget how Things 
appeared God's new Creation all in Ruins: and 
« Satan triumphing in his Deed.— But, O the 


« Love of Ged to you ! And O the: boundleſs t 
« Wiſdom of him who fits upon the Throne!“ ]“ C 
MOSES“ c 

| . WE a 

« ff 


* How infinitely ſhocking, to the Inhabitants of Heaper b 
would the Work of our Redemption appear, had ChriltY,, F 
died to anſwer theDemands of an unjuſt and wicked Law. 
If the Law, which requires ſinleſs Perfection on Pain o th 
eternal Damnation (Gal, III. 10.) was a cruel, unjuſt and 
wicked Law (as ſome,” who pretend to truſt in the 
Plood of Chriſt for Salvation, are fo inconſiſtent with Ni 
themſelves as to affirm) it was infinitely wicked, the Son. ol 
of God ſhould die to anſwer its Demands. On this. — 
potheſis, the Work of Redemption, inſtead of being the in 
molt glorious, would be idfinitely the molt ſhocking AVarſſ® no 
that eyer happened. 
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AMOSES—— „ So Iſrael once, for their Idolairy, 


& ſtood all condemn'd to Death - Let me alone, the 
« Almighty ſaid, that in aMoment ] may defiray them — 
« ] knew, the Cauſe was juſt. And never ſhall 
« forget how he wrought tor his GREAT NAxE's 
« SAKE.” | 

GABRIEL—— That was but a faint Image of 
& this. For now a whole World lay in Ruins 
« and Satan and all his Hoſts in Triumph were rea- 
« dy to fay, Tis beyond the ALMIGHTY himfelf to d:/- 
« concert our Plan. His Honour, Law and Truth 
« oblige him to accompliſh the Thing we would — Devote 
« the World to Death.” | 

ADAM-— << Now the full Purport of thoſe 
© myſterious Words, The Seed of the Woman ſbull 
e bruiſe the Serpent's Head, once the Foundation of 
« all my Hopes, altho' but little underſtood, now 
« their full Purport all opens to View.—On the 
« Croſs,he ſpoiledPrincipalities and Powers, ſapped 
the Foundation of Satan's Hopes, and ruined all his 
„ helliſh Scheme Since his Exaltation, he has 
« compleated his whole Deſign - Vonder now lies 
« the old Serpent, his Head, altho' ſo replete with 
« Craft and Poiſon, thoro'ly bruiſed, and himſelf 
e chained in the burning Lake. — But why am E 
among the Saved! Never was there ſuch an In- 
* ftance of free ſovereign Grace | Satan beganRe- 


© bellion in Heaven, and I began Rebellion on 


% Earth: and why are we not now both together, in 


1Law: 
ain 0 


iſ and 


the ſame burning Lake?“ 


ABEL— TRE is my Brother Cain, for ever 
© lolt. —Q the ſovereign Grace of God to me! 


the 
t with} NOAH—— „ THERE are the Inhabitants of the 
ne 80a“ old World. — They filled the Earth with Violence 
is —were deaf to all the Warnings of a long-ſuffer- 


ng tee ing God were deſtroyed in the generalDeluge— 
AG now weltring in the burning Laks,—O the ſo- 
Q 3 vereign 
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vereign Grace of God to me!] Saved then in the 
Ark : Safe now in Chriſt.“ 

ABRAHAM « SUCH a univerſal Deluge, 
ſuch a dreadiulDeſtruction, one would have tho't, 
would never have been forgotten. But no ſoon: 
er did Mankind increaſe, but they turned their 
Backs on God : andin a few Ages, all bepan to 
fink into Idolatry. Then was. I born in-Ur of 
the Chaldees, where I might have lived and died 
eſtranged from God, and been now among the 
Damned, had not God of his ſovereign Grace vi- 
ſited my Soul, and called me from the Idols of 
my native Land! But behold, now here I am, 
and here is Iſaac my Son, and Jacob my Grand- 


* ſon, and Thouſands of my Polterity, in Glory 


Everlaſt ing Praiſe is due to free and fovereign 
Grace.” 
St. PETER « YONDER, in that Lake of 
Fire and Ur.mftone, is Judas the Traitor, once a 
Fol:ower of Chriſt, now doomed to endleſs Woe, 
Oh never thall;I forget the black and gloomy 
Night, hen 1 curſed & iwore, I knew net the Man, 
my bleſſed Maſter! Nor ſhall 1 ever forget the 
kind Loek,which bro't me to Repentance. Nor 
{ha!l Jever ceale to adore ſovereign diſtinguiſſ- 
ing Grace, but for which I had. no- been with 
Tudas in the- burning Lake.“. 


r. PAUL +— BUT of all the' Caves, no * 


cc 


itance ot luvercignarace, like me!“ Once a Per- 
66 lecutor, 


Sovereign ; not becruſeGod afted abſolutely without any 
Reuſon at all, in converting a perſccuting Sau, who was 


the w. 3 of the two, and p:thog by the young Man in 


theGeofſpel : for infinite Wiſdom always aft on the high: 
ct and 3 But beciufe Saul was not choſem for 
lis Goo ineſs, being the chief of Sinners.” 1. Tim. 1.15: 


- Yet Cod had wile Ends in | his Choice. (See ver, 16. 
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ſeeutor, and a Blaſphemer. Never ſhall I-f6rget 
the Day I ſet out for Damaſcus, breathing fortht 
(6 18 hreatuings and Slaughter againſt the D.ciples 
« of the holy Jeſus. But, O the Grace, the ſo- 
« yereign Grace of God, that ſtopped me in my 
« Career—ſent me to carry the glad Tidings of Sab 
« vation to the Gentiles, —and gave me Thouſands 
to be my Joy and Crown of n ; as it is 
& this Day 900 

§t. PATL's CONVERTS—- « Once we were 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, buried in heatheniſh 
« [Darkneſs ; and even under the full Power-of the 
Prince of Darkneſs ; and might now have been 
4 with him in Woe. But, O the ſovereign Grace 
of God to us, who Pb his choſen Veſſel, and 
called;us out of Darkneis into marvellous Lieht; 
& and now hath brought us to this World of Joy! — 
Eternal Praiſes to the Lord. 

[[H0USANDS and Millions will ſpeak the ſame 
Language, and all. join to proſtrate themſelves 
before the Throne, and give all the Glory and 
Praiſe oi their Salvation to God and to the 
Lamb: and with the moſt fervent Love and 
Gtatituile, attended with the deepeſt Humility 
and Reverence, devote themſelves to God thro? 

Je ſus Chriſt for ever and ever. — And while 
all this js-ob{grved, very natural muſt the ho 
lo ving Reflections be. J 

 GABRIBL Ho is Satan dibenninted in 

every Re: bect! And Heaven become a more 


* Q 4 * g-oricus 


As no Doubt he 4Iways has, altho' in innum-rable Caſes 
they are abſolutly beyond our Reach. God has a Right 

eat Sovereign of the Tiniverſe, to 
Bat he always does what is wiſeſt to 
flit Sovercignty'is a'1vi/s and holy douereignty, 
and an infinitely. amiable Part of his morai Character. It 
kt Co, Clay, Exod. XXIII. 18, 19. 
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| mare and happy Place, than ever it was-. 
remember, when there was nothing but Love,]. 
Order and Harmony in Heaven and Earth. [ 
remember,when Satan a glorious Archangel firſt 


6 2 


6 j 


broke Order in Heaven, roſe up in Rebellion aF* : 

ainſt the ALMIGHTY ; and how he carried the* t 
nfection down to Earth. And I remember theÞ* t 
horrible Tragedies he has ated over, from Age t 
to Age, at the Head of the Powers of Darkneſs \ 
— the Children of Diſobedience, and filling e 
the World of Mankind with Sin and Woe: andF* g 
the mighty Oppoſition he has conſtantly madq g 
againſt the Intereſt and Kingdom of the Meſſiah M* n 
ſometimes as a great Red Dragon, thinking bs b 
Fire and Sword to bear down all before him F g. 
and then as an Angel of Light, ſpreading DeluF* b 
fions far and wide; not caring what Shapes hu, 
put on, if by any Means he might attain big m 
Ends.—But now hisDay is over. His Defigns ar t} 
fruſtrated : His Expectations diſappointed, an $: 
his Kingdom ruined. And behold, Yonder lie C. 
the Monſter, chained in that burning Lake; no u 
the only Place of his everlaſting Abode; wel h. 
tring in Horror, Rage and dreadful Diſpair! hi 
Ir he hoped to bring our glorious Monarch intq; b. 
Contempt in hisDominions,among hisCreaturesF an 
he is diſappointed, For God is more loved, honour he 
ed,revered,extolled & praiſed, than iftheſe Thing // 
had never happened. —If he hoped to leſſei to 


his Authority, and bring his Law into Contempt 
that it ſhould be looked upon a light Matter td the 
tranſgreſs ; he is in this alſo difappointed. Fe in 
never would it have appeared ſo infinitely heifff He 
nous, and fo ſhockingly dreadful a Thing, tF hat 
tranſere 1s, if theſe T hings had never happenedF on 

— Or if he hoped, at Icaſt, that the Executiofff wh 
oi diving Vengeance wouud leſſen the Maniſelt WI 

+ 6 uo 
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in the\ Permiſſion of Six. an 
« tions of divine Goodneſs, and diminiſh the Hap- 
« pineſs of the intellectual Syſtem ; he is alſo ail. 
appointed in this. For God has ſhewn his Wrath 
in ſuch a Manner, as to render the Riches of his 
« glorious Grace infinitely the more conſpicuous, in 


the Sight of all the Inhabitants of Heaven; and 
their Love and Joy ariſe unſpeakably higher, 
than if theſe Things had never happened. 


4 Yea, all Things have worked for Good, and turn- 
His Pride has been the Means of a 
great Inereaſe of Humility among finite Intelli- 
K gences; as it has led them to ſee what they 
might have come to, if left of God. His Fall has 
« been the, Means of our Confirmation. His In- 
„ gratitude, of our being for ever the more ſenſi- 
„ble of the rich Goodneſs of God. His ſetting 
up to be independent, the Means to bring us to a 
more abſolute and entire Dependance on God, 
& the only immutable Being. And his aiming at 
& Supremacy, ſeducing Mankind, and raiſing all this 
Confuſion in the Syſtem, has occaſioned the Al- 
' MIGHTY to aſſert his own Supremacy, and ſet 
his own SON at the Head of the Creation, and in 
him to bring all Things to an everlaſting Eſta- 
bliſhment, in a Way moſt honourable to God, 
and mutt advantageovs to the Syſtem. 80 that 


, RN 


he is diſappointed in every Reſpect.— He meant 


all for Evil : but lo, Gd meant all fer Good, to bring 
to paſs as it is this Day.“ | 
« So all his Sueceſſes have now at laſt ended in 
the eternal Ruin of hisCau e: And his I rrumphe, 
in eternal Deſpair of ever again lifting up his 
Head. And all.che Miſchief he hath wrought, 
* hath in Fact brought down a ten- fold Vengeance 
* on himlelt, in yon Lake of Fire and Brimitone ; 
where he is doom:4 % lic, weltring under divine 
Wrath, thro' endiels Azes, to nn to — 
20135345 | «.g 
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* of all Intelligences, the evil Nature and dreadful" 
«' Conlequences of Rebellion. — Mean while, Gor 


and his MEessIAH reign, and will for ever reign 
«a And thus the Seed of the Woman hath bruiſe 


de the Serpent's Head, Amen. HaALLELUjan,” in 
SUCH will be theRefle&ions of Angels and Saint b 


after the Day of Judgment, when they have ſee 
God's grand Plan finiſhed, and from thoſe celeſtia 
Regions look back and review the Whole. 

AND now,who can doubt, but that the Humility 
Holineſs and Happineſs of the Saved will be muc| 
greater, perhaps a TI houſand Times, perhaps Te 
Thouſand T'imes greater, than if theſe Things hac 
never happened? And how know we, therefore 
but that there may, on the preſent Plan, more Ho 
nour redound to God, and more Good to the Syſtem 
on the whole, than if Sin and Miſery had been fe 
ever unknown ; yea, almoſt infinitely more? * 

Otjeftion, ** Bur was there no other Way, | 
& which God could have made Angels and Men a 
„holy and happy without the Permiſſion of Sin? 

Anſwer. No. Not if there were no other Way 
in which he could fo clearly and fully manifeſt, ant 
ſo advantageouſly communicate himſelf to his Cre: 


tures as this.—For his Creatures can neither be © th 
holy nor happy, but in the Knowledge and EnjoyÞ ” 
ment of him. Now,if I am not abie to prove therg, = 
was no Way, yet. the Otjeftor cannot poſſibly conq;. " 
trive a Way, in which God could have given ſuc] 4, 
cleal * 
* The Computations in Page 65, 66. Serm. on the Milne, 
lennium, and in Page 144, 145. on the Wiſdom 0 ind 
God, &c. are ſufficient to clear the Point. If but twd, 8 
Thirds of Mankind ſhould be ſaved, and their Happineſ boſs 
be increaſed but an Hundred Fold, conſidering theGreat hon 
neſs of their Number, the Overplus- Happineſs in the equi 


whole mult be Millizns of Millions of Millions ol 
Degrees; as any may ſee by Calculation. 


11 


WE. 
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ear and full Manifeſtations of himſelf, and com- 
nunicate Good to his Creatures, in every Reſpect 
h advantageouſly, Sin and Miſery being for ever 
nknown, as he has, and will, upon the preſent 
han. So that, for aught the Objector, or I, know, 
is, of all poſſible Plans, may be the beſt contrived, 
give a full and clear Manifeſtation of the Deity, 
ad raiſe Intelligences to the higheſt Pitch of moral 
perfection and Happineſs. And its being choſen 
y infinite Wiſdom before all others, demonſtrates, 
at this is actually: the Caſe. 
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9 Tnus then ſtands the Argument. God's per- 
15 nitting Joſeph to be ſold into Egypt in the Manner 
Ove je was, of all other Methods was, as Things were 


Ircumitanced, the beſt calculated to anſwer the 
oble Ends God had in View; at leaſt, ſo far as 
xe can ſee : and God's actually chooſing that Me- 
hod, demonſtrates,it was actually the beit ; infinite 
Viſdom being Judge. —8o here—God's laying 
Mit the preſent Plan is, of all poſſible Methods, the 
et to anſwer the noble Ends God has in View; 
it leaſt, ſo far as we can fee : and God's chooſing 


> Ho 
ſtem 
n fo 


1 Ds, before all others, demonſtrates, that this is 
rea tually the Caſe; infinite Wiſdom being Judge. 
9 be O05. Bor if we grant this to be the beſt Me- 


thod to accompliſh the Ends God had in View, 
VF and grant his Ends are ever ſo noble and glori- 
F ous ; yet how could it be right, for him to doEvil, 
that Good might come? 
 4nſw. 1. As God was not obliged to interpoſe 
nd hinder Joſeph's being ſold ; ſo his not interpo- 
* MiYing, cannot be called, ding Evil. —And God's not 
m indering the Apoſtaſy of Angels and Men, can in 
| o Senſe be called, doing Evil that Cod might com-; un- 
eſs we can firſt prove, that he was bound to hinder 
hem. And let this once be proved, the Con- 
F:quence will be, if any of God's Creatures and 
Subjects, 
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Subjects, at an Time ſin, then God muſt bear th ©! 


Blame. And ſo, not the Creature, but the Creatas te 81 


will be under Bonds. I 7 « Et 

2. IN ſomeCaſes, even we our ſelves hea Ri ohe « th 
in a Senſe to permit Sin, and may act wiſel in do i w] 
ing ſo, as common Senſe — Ack all! Mantis 4 fo 
Thus, a wiſe and good, Maſter, who has aver 
lazy, unfaithful, deceitful Servant, whom he ofte 
catches at Play, when he ought to be at his Work 
and whoſe Manner is tp lic Himſelf clear, if he pol 
ſſibly can, may, upon { Time, it he pleaſes, unſee 
by his Servant, ſtand an Hour, and let him take hi“ pl. 
Courſe, withia View more thoro ly to convict him « Al 


and reform him. And this is not doing Evil, nal of 
Good may come, but acting wiſely, in Order to reclain®* 1u! 

a lazy, deceittul Servant. « de 
10 an 


firſt Creation, before they had learnt their Need o 


Courſe, and learn by Experience, what was no othe 


Being by Nature immutably good, and to receive 


3. Gop was at the Head of the Syſtem, whic 
was all his owg ; and it belonged to him, to lay oufſ#ou! 
a univerſal Plan, if I may compare great Thing?PPe: 
with ſmall, juſt. as it belongs to the Head of a Fa o ve. 
mily, to Jay cut Family-Schemes. And he kneyſ"0t t 
perfectly well, what would be moſt to his own.Ho but r 
nour, and to the general Good of the Syſtem, whe Peſe 


ther to become Surety for all Intelligences at thei = - 
lie 


know 
that 
not O 
other 
bo wi 
the J. 
of Ci 
that 
(cor 


his Interpoſition—or, rather, to let them take thei 


Way ſo well to be Jearnt, that they might; be th 
better prepared to acknowledge him as the on] 


with ſuitable Gratitude, this Super-Creation-Grace 
and give him Opportunity, mean while, to ſhew'tha 
he was the Lorp, and fill the whole Syſtem wit 
his Glory, to the great Increaſe of the Holineſs ant 
Happineſs of his Creatures. And he had a Righ$11 

to conduct according to his own Wiſdom, and to dd 
what he knew would beſt to be done. c- O A 
* Sec Mr. EDWARDs on Liberty,&c, Pag. 260—— 267. 
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Object. WELL, if God wills Sin, then it ſeems 
« Sin is agreable to his Will. And if from all 
« Eternity he decreed the Miſery of his Creatures, 
then it ſeems, their Miſery ſuits him. Beſides, 
« what is decr--1 muſt neceſſarily come to pals, and 
« ſo our Freeuuu is deſtroyed. All which are 
F* contrary to Scripture, and to common Senſe.“ 
Anſiv.« Well,” ſays the idle deceitful Servant, 
who was catched at his Play, and ſuffered to take 
his own Courſe for an whole Hour, —*© Well, 
ſeerſ* Maſter, now I ſee you love I ſhould be lazy, and 
play; for otherwiſè you would have hindred me. 
« And now I ſee you love to whip' me, for the Sake 
« of Whipping ; for otherwiſe yow would not have 
« ſuffered me to have deſerved it. Beſides, you 
* decreed to permit me to play on, that whole Hour; 
and fo I could not poſſibly help it. — All which 
oufvould not only be cantrary to common Senſe, but 
ingÞppear to favour of ſo great Perverſenels, and be 
Fao very ſaucy and provoking, that his Maſter would 
newt think it needful to give any particular Anſwer, 
HoSbut rather proper to punith him according to his 
ybe Deſerts. For it muſt be plain to the Servant at 
he ſame Time, that Idleneſs and Deceitfulneſs were 
he Things his Mafter hated in him. And he muſt 
mnow,he acted freely and deſerved the Whip: and 
that it became his Maſter to puniſh ſuch a Villain, 
not only becauſe he deſerved it, but alſo that his 
ther Servants might hear and fear, and do no more 


aceiue Jews acted freely in bringing about the Death 
thaſſo! Chriſt. And it was one of the greatelt Crimes 
wiilftat ever was committed. And yet it came to paſs 
anqecording to the divineDecree. Ac. II. 23. & IV. 28. 
ignhad none ever thought, becauſe from all Eternity 
o od decreed the Death of his Son, that therefore 
OH Agonies on the Croſs 8 pleaſing to his Father, 
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Jo wickedly.— Nothing can be plainer, than that 
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as one that loves to ſee others in Miſery meerly for 
Miſery's Sake. 

OLj. „ BuT yet,—ls it not a Pity, any are finally 
loft ?!—Would it not have been better, if ai! had 
been ſaved? '“ 


 Anſw. Ir would, no doubt, be better for their 


ewn Intereſt, if the Rebels in any earthly Kingdom 
would all come in, and ſubmit: and they would in 
ſych a Conduct ſhew more Reſpect to their lawful 
Sovereign, On which Accounts their Sovereign 
may ſend and ſincerely invite and command them 
to return and ſubmit, altho' he knows, they will 
not, and is at the ſame Time determined to do no 
more, but upon their obſtinate Refuſal [as the beſt 
Thing that can be done] to make them Examples 
ef his Wrath, in the Sight and for the Inſtruction 
ef all his Dominions. Nor can any juſtly ſay, it is 
a Pity he did not take more Pains with them, or 
that it is a Pity he puniſhed them at Jaft, “ 
PMARAOH 
* And might not ſuch an earthly Monarch fend to ſuch 
Rebels, and ſay, As live, I have no Pleaſure in your 
Death. (Ezek, XXXIII. 11.) 1 am long-ſuffering toward; 
you, not willing any of you ſhould be put to Death, but 
that all ſhould come to Repentance. (2 Pet. III. 9.) 
And that with the utmoſtSincerity, —altho* he knew their 
Obſtinacy was ſo great, that they would not hearken ; 
and altho' he was before determined to do no more, but 
(as the beſt Thing that could be done) to proceed to 
their Execution, for the Vindication of his Honour and 
Inſtruction of all his Dominions ! Surely none ever 
thought but that an earthly Sovereign may in ſuch a Caſe 
have a real and ſincere Regard to the Welfare of his 
subjects, conſidered as Men; altho' he is determined, as 
a wiſe Governour, © /hew his Wrath in their Deſtruction 
conſidered as obſtinate Rebels, after having endured with 
much Ling-ſufſering, (Rom. IX. 22.) Nor did ever an 


doubt but that he has Right to ſev Bounds to his Endea 
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it had been more for his Intereſt, had he repented 
of his Oppreſſions, and without Delay yielded Obe- 
dience to the divine Command, and let Iſrael go. 
But no Man has Reaſon to think, it had been bet- 
ter if God had ſaid or done more to make him 
obedient, or that it was a Pity, God puniſhed him 
at laſt as he did. [It was the beſt Thing that could 
be done.] 

Moses had bcheld al! his Conduct. And Moſes 
beheld the Puniſhment the ALMIGHTY inflicted on 
him and on his Army. And what did Moſes think? 
Did he think,it was aPity,that proud & haughty Mo- 
narch was ſo bro't down ?—aPity,the crue]Egyptians 
were thus drowned ? Or did not the divine Conduct 
appear perfect in Wiſdom, Glory and Beauty? 
Now if none are finally loſt, but thoſe who deſerve 
eternal Damnation, as really as Pharaoh and his Hoſt 
did to periſh in theRed-Sea ; and whoſe eternal! Dam- 
nation will turn as much to the Honour of God and 
general Good of God's choſen People, as did the 
DeftruRtion of Pharaoh and his Hoſt, and as much 
more as perfectly to anſwer to the greater Impor- 
tance of the Caſe; it is not at all ſtrange if their eternal 
Damnation ſhould appear in the Eyes of God, An- 

«1. "2 gels, 


yours and to his Patience, or that it becomes him to ds 
fo. (P/al. LXXXI. 8—13.) And if God's Conduct in 
giving up obllinate Sinners is conſiſtent with all the ten- 
der Concern he expreſſes for them, his decreeing to con- 
duct ſo is conſiſtent too. If he acts conſiſtently, it was 
conſiſtent to determine to act ſo. It may be obſcrved, 
that as the Scriptures take it for granted, Mankind 
are moral Agents, and proper Subjects of moral Govern- 
ment; ſo do I in all the above Reaſonings. Nor is it 
needful I ſhould enter particularly into this Point again, 
after what has been already publiſhed. (Ses my True 
Aeligiou delincated, and Serwex on Gal, III. 24.) 


* 1 ———— 
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PHARAOH had ſhewn more Reſpect to God, and } 
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gels and Saints thro? eternal Ages, in as beautiful 
and glorious a Light, as did the Deſtruction of 
Pharach and his Hoſt, to Moſes, when he compo. 
fed and ſang that Song recorded in XVth. Chapter 
of Exodus, —T he Egyptians thought it a Pity, their 
Monarch and his Army were loſt, Yea, to them 
it appeared a dreadfully ſhocking Affair. But 
Moſes ſang, The LoRD hath triumphed GLORIOUSLY, 
And was exceedingly rejoiced, to ſee that he had 
thus ſewn his Pater, and laid a Foundation to have 
his Name declared throughout” all the Earth, 


AND thus will it appear to all the Inhabitants of 
Heaven, when Satan and all his Adherents lie over- 
whelmed in the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone. And 
therefore the heavenly Hoſts are repreſented in 
Scripture, as /inging the Song of Moſes; triumphing 
In the Deſtruction of Satan and his Adherents, as 
Moſes did in the Deſtruction of Pharaoh and his 
Army! (Rev. XV. 3.) And as repeating their HAL- 
LELUJAHS, exulting and rejoycing while they ſee 
the Smoke of their Torment aſcending for ever and ever! 


(Rev. XIX. 1,—6.) 


Nor need it ſeem ſtrange, that the Inhabitants 
of Heaven, who have ſo great a Reſpect to God, and 
are ſuch hearty Friends to his Intereſt and to the 
Honour of his Government, ſhould fo entirely ac- 
auieſce in the righteous Puniſhment of his invete- 
rate, obſtinate Enemies. If vindictive Wrath were 


190 


nothing but groundleſs, arbitrary Vengeance, it 


would be quite another Thing : but as it is (in the 
Governor of the World) nothing but Leue, to God, 
to Virtue, to the beſt Good of the Syſtem, bearing 
down in a wiſe and righteous Manner the Enemies 
of God, of Virtue, and of the Syſtem,it cannot but 


appear infinitely amiable in the Eycs of the Inhabi- 
| tants 


in the Permiſſion of Sl. 191 


tants of Heaven.“ It is much more ſtrange, that 
any who heartily acquieſce in the Goſpel-Way of 
Salvation, ſhould be ſtumbled at the final Puniſh- 
ment of the Wicked. It muſt be ſtrange Partiality 
in us, indeed, to acquieſce in the Death of God's 
own Son, when ſtanding in the Room of Sinners, 
and yet to object againſt the Puniſhment of Sinners 
themſelves. It argues, either that we are very ſel- 
fiſh, or elſe that we love the Son of God leis than 
we do God's obſtinate Enemies, to be content that 
he ſhould bear the Curſe of the Law, but loth that 
they ſhould, The ſame Views which cauſe the 
Saints in Heaven to acquieſce in God's ſetting forth 
his own Son to be a Propitiation for Sin, to ſecure 
the Honour of the divine Juſtice, at the ſame Time 
lead them cordially to approve of the eternal Dam- 
nation of obſtinate Sinners themſelves. 

BesiDEs,to uſe theApoſtle's own Words, who was 
inſpired by him who has a perfect View of a! 
Things, and knows what is beſt in ſo important a 
Cafe, (Rom. IX. 22.) What if God, willing io ſbetu h:5 
IWrath, and make his Power known, endured with much 
Long-ſuffering the Veſſels of Wrath fitted for Deſtruction? 
What if God, who doubtleſs is the fitteſt Judge,and 
to whom alone theDeciſion of this Affair belonged, 
what if God tho't it beſt to ſingle out ſome of his 
apoſtate Creatures, ſome of his obſtinate Enemies, 

R 3 who 


* VixDIcT1vE Juſtice, if I miſtake not, ariſes wholly from 
Love, and is always under the Direction of infinite Wiſ- 
dom. And if fo, it is an amiable Perfection in the Deity, 
Lee is the Sum of the Moral Law, which is aTranſcript 
of the moral Perfections of God: Therefore Love is the 
Sum of God's moral Perfections. Love to God, to Vir- 
tue, and to the Syſtem, will naturally induce the Gover- 
nor of the World to puniſh thoſe who are obſtinate Ene- 
mies to God, to Virtue, and to the Syſtem, according is 
their Deſerts, | | 
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who inveterately hate him and hisGovernment,and 
Pharaoh-like, bid him Defiance; I ſay, What if 
God tho't it belt to ſingle out ſome of theſe, to be 
Examples of his Wrath, to be viſibleMonuments of 
his Juſtice and Power,that the whole Syſtem might 
eternally ſee how infinitely he hates Sin, and how 
eaſily he can ſubdue his Enemies, and what a fear. 
ful Thing it is to rife in Rebellion againſt him :— 


Ver. 23.) and that he might make known the Riches of 


his Glory on the Veſſels of Mercy, which he had a-fort 
Prepared unto Glory : That, by the Means, he might 
ſet the infinite Freeneſs and Greatneſs of hisGrace, 
exerciſed towards the Saved, in the moſt conſpicuous 
Point of Light, who in their Deſtruction will eter- 
nally fee what they deſerved, and muſt certainly 
have endured, but for the dying Love of Chriſt,and 
ſovereign Grace of God ?—— What if infinite Wiſ- 
dom has judged this the beſt Plan? Whois there 
among all finite Intelligences,that bas Right orRea- 
fon to object? 

O. Rur if this Plan was really the beft, Why 
« do not Mankind now prefer it above all others, 
« and heartily rejoice in it? Why fo much Mur- 
„ muring around the World?“ 

Ans. Ir was but about an hundred Miles from 
Egypt to Canaan, and in forty Days, conducted by 
ALMIGHTINES?, the Iſraelites might have marched 
from Egypt thither ; and the Canaanites being all 
ruck dead in one Night, as an hundred and eighty- 
five 'i houſand once were in the Aſſyrian Camp; 
(2 Kings. XIX. 35) the Iſraelites might have taken 
immediate Poſſeſſion, and ſpent theic Days in Feaſt- 
ing and Joy. And had they been offered their 
Choice, no doubt they would have preferred this 
Scheme, before their forty Years March in the 


Wilderneſs; where the Lord led them thro' aLand 


of Deſarts and of Pts, through a Land of Drought 
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and ofthe Shadow of Death, thro' a Land that no 
Man paſſed thro', and-where no Man dwelt; and 
ſuffered them to hunger and to thirſt, and for their 
Murmurings under their Trials, ſtruck them dead 
by Hundreds and Thouſands, For they generally 
cared only for their own preſent carnal Intereſt, Eaſe 
and Comtort. They had no Reliſh to thoſe Things 
which God's Heart was chiefly ſet upon—Did not 
want to ſee God exalted, his Authority eſtabliſhed, 
or to be trained up to a Lite of entire Dependance 
on God, to have their Hearts humbled and broken, 


and be made to know that not for their Righteoul-. 


neſs were they brought into that good Land; nor did 
they care any Thing about that Inſtruction which ſuc- 
ceeding Generations might obtain from their Trials, 
and from God's Conduct towards themthoſe 40 Vears 
in the Wilderneſs. And had Moſesbeen able to open 
to their View the great & glorious Ends which were 
likely to be anſwered, they ſoon would have replied, 
«* And what Good will it do us, if all the Earth is 
« filled with his Glory, and if all theſe Ends are 
« accompliſhed, and if it will be better for the Na- 
« tion in the long Run? What Good will all this 
« do us, fo long as our Carcaſes fall here in the 
« Wilderneſs ? It had been better for us to have 
« lived and died in Egypt. Yea, we had rather 
«© never have been born, than to undergo what we 
« undergo,and die here at laſt.“ Nor had it been in 
the Power of Moſes to have ſtopt their Mouths, un- 


eſs he could have changed their Hearts, Vea, not- 


withſtanding all that God himſelf ſaid to them, they 
continued murmuring in their Tents, till he was 
oblized to execute terrible Vengeance upon them. 
Fourteen Thouſand and feven Hundred were ſtruck dead 
at one Time. (Num. XVI. 49.) Now all theſeThings 
happened to them for our Enſambles, and they are written 
for our Admenition, (1 Cor. X. 11.)—it were better, 

R 4 therefore, 
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therefore, if Mankind would leave murmuring at 


God's Ways, which ate undoubtedly all Wiſe ; whe- 
ther any Mortal in this preſent, dark and imperfe& 
State is able to ſhew the Wiſdom of them, or not, 
If ail that has been faid, appears to have noWeight, 
and we give up God's Plan as being at preſent abſo- 
lutely inexplicable z yet, from the infinite Wiſdom 
of the Deity, it is capable of ftrict Demonſtration, 
that of all poſſible Plans he has choſe the bell, 
Therefore, the Fault is not in him, but in us. That 
there were none to be blamed in the Caſe of the 
Iſraelites but themſelves, we now can plainly ſte: 
ſo will it appear at the Day of Judgment, that God 
always did Right, and acted wiſely. And then eve- 
ry Mouth will be ſtopt. And fince we are certain, 
this will finally be the Caſe, it infinitely better be- 
comes us to ceaſe our Murmurings, and learn tc 
Juſtify God, and take all the Blame to our ſelves: 
and as we are invited, ſo without Delay to cat 
away the Weapons of our Rebellion, return and 
ſubmit to our rightful Sovereign, thro' JeſusChrift 
now while Mercy is offered to us. | 
Bor if any haughty Sinner, Pharaoh-Jike, ſays 
« Who is the Lord ? I know not the Lord, no 
« care for his Authority, or Government, nor wil 
6: I humble my ſelf before him:”—let ſuch a haugh 
ty Wretch know, that the ALMIGHTY is above 
him, and can accompliſh all kis Schemes withon 
his Conſent. For having endured with all proper 
Long-ſuffering ſuch impudent Sinners, he can (hey 
his Wrath and make his Power known in theit 
eternal Deſtruction, to the Honour of his - Name 
and to the eternal Inſtruction of the Saved. 
As for thoſe who leave the Honour of God, thi 
infinitely great and glorious God, the Author, Pro 
prietor and King oi the whole Syttem, abſolute) 
out of the Account, as a Thing of no Importance 
all 
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and what the Governor of the World is not at all 
concerned about, and imagine that the Good of 
God's Creatures and Subjects is the only Thing to 
be attended unto, in all the divine Conduct, as mo- 
ral Governor of the World z—as for ſuch, I fay, it 
is impoſſible to reconcile any Part of God's Plan to 
their fundamental Maxim, For if nothing was of 
Importance but the Creatures Good, why was not 


"that ſolely attended to? Why were all put on 


Trial? And why eternal Deſtruction threatned for 
the firſt Offence ? Or ever threatned at all ? Or 


the ſinning Angels expelled the heavenly World, 


and the human Race all doomed to Death for e 
fr Tranſgreſſiun? And if our Good is all that God 
now has in View, why have not more Pains been 


Inken for our Recovery, from Age to Age, from the 


Beginning of the World ? Yea, why are not infi- 


nite Wiſdom and almighty Power effectually exerted 


to render all eternally happy? For ite Saved, if 
this Principle is true, will be eternally grieved to 
ſee any of their Fellow-Creatures for ever in Hell- 
Torments, Nor can the eternal Pormedts of the 
Damned anſwer any valuable End, on this Hypo- 
theſis, | 
STRANGE are the Poſitions, which He Chevalier 
Ra Musk has laid down in Order to reconcile the 


divine Conduct to this Notion. He maintains, that 


« God did not certainly know that his Creatures 
„ would fall—And if he had known it, he could 


not have hindered it, conſiſtently with their free 
Agency He has been trying ever ſince to re- 


& claim them—Intends to continue in the Uſe of 
Means till he has reclaimed them ail—The Tor- 
ments of Hell being the moſt powerful Means 
* of Grace, are finally to be uſed, with ſuch as can- 
* not otherwiſe be reclaimed, merely out of pure 


Love to the Damned, to purity and bring them 
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te to a better Mind So all at laſt ſhall be recovereſÞþr#/7 
& and made for ever happy!” —— But if God mea e 
to uſe the moſt powerful Means with a fallen Worl-/ b 
he poſſibly could, and that in every Age, as upoſ([” © 
that Hypotheſis it muſt be ſuppoſed, Why did Mell 
ſend but one NoA to the old World? Why not ten 
or 3000? Why did he raiſe up but one Moss, annge 
but one ELI] An, and ſend them only to the Iſraelfp"t i 
ites? Why did he not. raiſe up Thouſands in ever Ind t 
Age and Nation under Heaven, and make thord$5 Pié 
Work? Aad why does he not take morePains wit]$/<5 © 
us of this Age? Raiſe up Thouſands as well qu: URL 
lified to preach as St. Paul? And pour out his Spir nd, 
on all Fleſh, as he did on the 3000 on the Day q 
Pentecoſt ?——If our Good was all he had in View As 
and he really intended to fave us all, one wou! * thit 
think he would naw uſe the moſt powerful Mea It © 
to reclaim us, and not ſtay till the Day of JudgPay ! 
ment, and then doom us to Rell, in order to fit i any 
| for Heaven Beſides, at that great Day, a guiltÞ*quir 
; World will find, that Chriſt does not come to ente feeds 
upon the Uſe of farther Means to recover the Wick bes I 
| ed, but to give them their final Doom. Chriſt wiſÞ*cau 
not come to fave a guilty World, but to judge them di 
Not cloathed with Love, but in flaming Fire. Ni ther 
to do them Good, but to tat engeance. (2 Theſ. I. d. Pon f 
Not out of Love to them, but to fhew his Meat Son 
(Rom. IX. 22.) Not to purify them, but to ci / 
them, like worthleſs Cya, into unquenchable Fir a Mia; 
(Mart. III. 12.) Not to fit them for, and finally ti Ver.“ 
'J bring them to Heaven, with the good Wheat, bu Evil? 
. as Tares to burn them up. (Matt. XIII 30.) Not aim Offer ; 
ing at their Good, as Veſſels of Mercy, but aiming/”e, 9 
at their Deſtruction as/effels of Wrath, (Rom. IX. 22.4. C 
Not to diſcipline them for a Seaſon, but to pun! Male, 
them with everlaſting Deſtrucion. (2 Theſ. I. 9.) Send Thing 
them into everia/ting Fire (Matt. XXV. 41.) int Hdo/7s, 
everla/im 
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whaling Puniſoment. (Ver. 46.) whe e the [Form ne- 


.) but the Smoke of their Torment hall aſcend for 
r and ever. (Rev. XIX. 3.) — And the Eternity 
ell-Torments will effectually convince the whole 
mem, that God has an infinite Regard to ſome- 


zit is meet and {it he ſnould. (Sce Mal. I. 6,—14. ) 
nd this Part of his Conduct will help to compleat 
is Picture, and finiſh his true Character, in the 
yes of all Intelligences. As yet Mankind hardly 
-lieve him in earneſt. Words do not anſwer the 
Ind. But Actions ſpeak louder than Words, and 
1] work a thoro' Conviction, 

As for the common Plea, that * God needs no- 


ching from his Creatures, and fo can only aim 
ar at their Good :” It is a Way of Reaſoning con- 


rary to the univerſal Senſe of Mankind, in all Caſes 
nany Meaſure analogous. The Father does not 
equire Honour from his Son, merely becauſe he 
tzeds it; but becauſe he deſerves it. The Maſter 
bes not require Reverence from his Servant, merely 


ecauſe he needs it; but becauſe he deſerves it. 
Had if the one ſhould deſpiſe his Father, and the 


other treat his Maſter with Contempt, they would 
don feel the Force of that Reaſoning, in Mal. I. 6. 
Son hanoureth his Father, and a Servant his Maſter : If 
then I be a Father, where is mine Honour © And if I be 


Me Maſter, where is my Fear ? ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 
ger. 8. And if ye offer the Blind for Sacrifice, is it not 
Evil? And if ye offer the Lame and Sick, is it not Evil © 


Offer it now unto thy Governor, will be be pleaſed with 
thee, or accept thy Perſon ? ſaith the Lord of Hoffs. Ver. 
14. Curſed be the Deceiver, which hath in his Flick a 
Male, and voweth and ſacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt 
Thing For I ama GREAT KING, /aith the Lord of 


Hels. 
Nox 
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dies, and the Fire is not quenched (Mar. IX. 44,45, + 


ling elſe beſides merely the Good of his Creatures; 
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Nox is there any Way to eſtabliſh that Maxim, 
which vet lies at the Foundation of almoſt all the 
modern Schemes of Religion, but to prove, either 
that the Deity does not deſerve ſupreme Honour, 
or that the moral Governor of the World is not 
juſt. For if he Ceferves it, he ought to have it, 
And it belongs to the moral Governor of the World 
to ſee Juſtice done, i. e. to lee that every one has 
his due. | | 

Ap indeed it is the chief Happineſs of the In- 
habitants of Heaven, to fee God unwerfally honour- 
ed, and eacii one to join to give him the Glory that 
1s his due. They nec ſſantſy cry, Holy, Holy, Holy is 
the Lord of r; the whole Earth is full of thy Glory, 
(Iſai. VI. 3.) They full down before the Throne, and 
evorſhip hits that 2 oo ever and ever, and caſt their 
Crowns before the Throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy to re- 
ceive Glory, and Honour, and Power : for thou haſt 
created all Things; and for thy Pleaſure ibey are ant 
were created. (Rev, IV. 1e, 11.) 

Ir the Honcur of God. is of infinite Importance 
in it ſelf—then it is infinitely deſirable for it ſelf— 
and then to ſee God honoured and exalted, will be 
of all Things moſt happifying to holy Intelligences 
And that Plan which is ſuited to this, will be the 
moſt happify inzPlan—And there may be the greateſt 
Degree of Happineſs cn ſuch a Plan, and yet all 
Things be fo comrived as that it may eternall 
appear in the moſt flriking Light, that there was 
ſomething God had an infinite Regard to, beſides 
the Happineſs of his Croatures—— On this Hypo- 
theſis all the Parts of God's preſent Plan may be 
accounted for. 

Bur if th. Honour of God is of no Importance 
in it ſelf then it is not deſirable for it ſelf nor 
will it be a happitying > dight, to ſee God exalted- 
nor that Plan that is ſuited io exalt God, a happi 
tying 
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m,. fing Plan—yea, no good End can be anſwered by 
the ſuch a Plan and fo no Part of God's preſent Plan 
her can be accounted for. 

ur, - 1s the Creature's Happineſs is the only Thing of 
not Worth—then infinite Wiſdom and almighty Power 
it. ſhould be employed only to promote it—and the 
ldi evertafting Puniſhment of the Damned can anſwer 
has n good End as, on this Hypotheſis, none can de- 
N eerve it, nor can God deſire it, or any holy Being 
In- acquieſce in it, or receive any Inſtruction. from it.“ 
And why God ever permitted Sin or Miſery to 
enter into his World, will be abſolutely unaccoun— 
table: as will every Step God has taken. with 
fallen Intelligences ever ſince Satan's Apoſtacy. For 
why did not God inſtantly reſtore fallen Angels and 
fallen Man, and immediately confirm them, it their 
Welfare was the ov/y Thing of Worth? 

In a Word, I humbly conceive, this Poſition, 
that the Welfare of Creatures is the onlyThing of Worth, 
and the only Thing to be regarded by the moral Governour 
of the Untverſz, is one ot the moſt groundleſs, irra- 
tional, unſeriptural Poſitiens, that ever was laid 
down; little, if any Thing ſhort of, nay, worſe 
than the groſſeſt Abſurdities practiſed by the 
Wl Heathen, For what did they worte than Cbip and 
testi ve the Creature more than abe Creator? (Rom. I. 25.) 
t alli But on this Hypotheſis, the Creature alone is to be 
al ved; and God himſelt, the glorious Creator is to 
wa$y become his almighty Servant; and to be loved an, 
des] and merely for his Faithfulneſs in the Creature's 
po- Service: The Creature has taken the Throne, 
beg and the Creator is become his Servant. No Won- 

der, ſuch a Scheme ſuits the Heart of fallen Crea- 
ancey tures, And its being ever broached, or ever re- 
mot ceived, in God's Dominions, by any of this Crea- 
d- tures, is a full Demonſtration, that they are fallen 
PP 8 indeed. 
ez see this proved in my Trac Religion delineated. P. 215) 
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indeed. Yea, not only fallen, but ſunk into fg 
great Degeneracy and Deluſion, as to think, that 
God. himſelf is fallen too, and quite turned to be 
of their Side, — And now they love him, and 
think all is well! Pſalm. L. 21. Thou thoughteſt [ 
was altogether ſuch a one as thy ſelf, — 

Bur it is Time to proceed, as was propoſed, 
III. To make ſome practical Improvement of 
the whole. And, 

1. War has been ſaid may be of uſe to aſſiſt 
us to form right Ideas of God. The Law gives 
us a true Picture of the moral Perfections of the 
divine Nature. God is exactly what the Law ſpeaks 
him to be. Vet the Goſpel ſets his moral Per- 
fections in a ſtill elearer Light: the Glory of God 
ſhines exceeding brightly in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
But God's univeriatPlan comprehending Law and 
Goſpel, and all God's Diſpenſations from theFoun- 
dation of the World to the final Confummation of 
all Things, ſets his moral Character in the com- 
pleateſt and moſt ſtriking Point of Light; and puts 
us under vaſt Advantages, even in this preſent State, 
to make a ſwitt Progreſs in the Knowledge of the 
Deity.— Indeed, had we that high Reliſh for di- 
vine Knowledge, that good Taſte for divine Beauty, 
which they in Heaven have, our Proficiency might 
bear a great Reſemblance to theirs. —But, Oh how 
ſtupid are we to divine Things ! Having Lyes to 
ſee, and ſee not: Ears to hear, and hear not; nei- 
ther do we underſland : Hearts of Stone, that have 
no Feeling. We are even as Beafls before him. 
So that while his Glory ſhines all around us, we 
are in profoundDarkneſs.—O for the Influences of 
the bleſſed Spirit, to awaken our Attention to the 
Manifeſtations he makes of himſelf, and to give 
us a true Taſte and Relith to the Beauty of divine 


Things! Then would our Hearts be — to 
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love the Lord our God, and to fear him, and to 
walk in all his Ways, and to rejoice in the Wiſdom 
of his univerſal Government. O for that bleſſed 
Day, when we ſhall receive the holy Spirit in a full 
and perfect Meaſure | Then ſhall we ſee no longer 
in this dark Manner, but as it were Face to Face. 
Shall in a Meaſure, at once, take in the Idea which 
God has exhibited of himſelf, and be raviſhed with 
the Wiſdom, Glory and Beauty of his univerſal Plan. 

2. War has been ſaid may be of ule to aſſiſt 
us not only to form right Notions of all finite In- 
telligences, as being in their beſt Eſtate at an infinite 
Remove from Selt-ſuficiency and abſolute Inde- 
pendence, the peculiar Prerogatives of him who 
alone is by Nature Immutable; but it may allo be 
of ſpecial Uſe to aſſiſt us to juſt Notions of the true 
Character of Mankind now in their fallen State. 
Facts are ſtubborn Things. The ſteady Conduct 
of Mankind, from the Fall to this Day, gives their 
true Character beyond Diſpute. Only think what 
they ought to be, perfectly in Love with God, and 
{u'l of Love to one another; and fee what their 
Conduct has always been towards God, and to- 
wards, one another. — Towards God. 1 do always 
% the Holy Gheſt : as your Fathers did, fo as ye. 
IV nich of the Prophets have not your Fathers pes ſecuted? 
Aud they have flain them which ſDewed before of the Cam- 
mg of the jujt Ox E; of whom ye have been now the 
Betrayers and Murderers, (AR. VII. 51, 52.)—To- 
wards one another. Living in Malice and Envy, 
bateful and hating ene another, (Tit. III. 3.) 

Who live in Hatred, Enmity and Strae 

Among themlelves, and levy cruel, Wars, 

Waiting the Earth, each other to geliroy : 

As it (which might induce us to accord) 

tan had not hellich Foes enough beſides, 
That Day and Night for his Deſtruction wait, 
IILro&. 
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And ſo obſtinate in their ſinful Ways, that in 
Fact no external Means have ever been able to re- g. 
claim them. So alienated from God, that no Ar- xi. 
guments can perſuade them to be reconciled. So A. 
that notwithilanding all the outward Means which 8. 
have been uſed,yet ſtill the World is as it was. The to 
Chriſtian Nations very little better, if ſo good, as «<< 
ſome Heathen have been. (Mat. XII. 41.) cc 
3. Wnar has been ſaid may be ot uſe to re- 
lize to us the infinitely evil Nature and dreadful £ « 
Conſequences of Sin. Let us view the Lake of ill «« 
Fire and Brimſtone, and ſee what will be the Iſſue = «<: 
of the grand Rebellion. Sin has turned Angels into  «« 
Devils, and baniſht them from Heaven, and will | «: 
confine them for ever to the burning Il .ake, with I «<: 
all their Adherents from this apoſtate World. Let 
us view God's Conduct towards Sin from the begin- 
ning of the World to the Conſummation of all < 
Things, and we may ſee how infinitely he hates it, I the 
and how reſolved he is to ſuppreſs it.— Oh, how | 
infinitely dreadful had been our Caſe in this fallen ] Da 
World, had a Saviour never been provided! dai 
4. War has been ſaid tends to give us the tle 
ſublimeſt Ideas of the divine Interpoſition on the uh 
Fall of Man, to defeat Satan's Deſigns, and bring W. 
infinite Good out of all the Evil that Satan intended. jm; 
O the Depth of the Knowledge, Wiſdom | mi; 
and Grace of God! Glorious in Holineſs, feartul the 
inPraifes, doing Wonders! This Theme is worthy the 
of eternal Contemplation, and will appear new a 
and freſh and raviſhing thro' eternal Ages, to all dre 
the bleſſed Inhabitants of the upper World: Eſpe- / 
cially, to the BRID E, the Lams's Wire. The Cy; 
Saved from among Men will have ſome Ideas and his 
Joys quite peculiar to themſelves, that even the «: - 
Ele& Angels will not intermeddle with: and , wh. 
a new Song, that none can learn, but thoſe who were re- dar. 


desmed from the Earth, (Rev. XIV. 3.) 5. WHAT 
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5 WHAT infinite Madneſs are the Sons of Mere | 
guilty of, that they can be inattentive to all this glo- | 
rious Grace, go on ſecure in Sin, and perſiſt in their | 
Adherence to Satan's Intereſt, altho* they know that 1 
Satan and hisHoſts, & all his Adherents, are deſtin'd q 
to the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone? „ () poor, | 
ce blind, infatuated Creatures ! to adhere to Satan, | 
our firſt Enemy, who ſo malieiouſſy ſought-our | 
e total Ruin, deceived. the happy Pair, and plunged | 
« all this World in Woe ! to adhere to him when 1 
ehe ſtill deſigns your Ruin ] to be deat to the kind if 
„Calls of the Son of God, who means to defeat 1 
« Satan's Deſigns, and has died in the Cauſe, and | | 
* now reigns in Heaven with the fame Views, and 1 
invites us all to ſubmit to his Government and | | 
„ truſt in his Blood! And can you till go on in 
* bold Defiance of almighty Vengeance? and make 
© a Jeſt of eternal Burnings ?” Oh, how. horrid 
the Thought! infinitely horrid, the Thought, that 
ſo many of the human Race are daily imprecating 
Damnation upon themſelves, calling upon God 19, 
damn their Souls to Hell! Poor Creatures, they lit- 
tle think what Damnation means ! they little think 
what it is to fall into the Hands of the livingGod !—-. 
Who that loves God, or bas.any Compaſſion for 
immortal Souls, can think of the preſent blind and 
miſerable State of a fallen World, and not long for 
the bleſſed Day, when. Satan ſhall. be bound, and! 
the Meſſiah reign on Earth? Y 

6. Bur let me conclude the whole with an Ad- 
dreſs to the ſpiritual Seed of Jacob. 

As Jacob. was in great Diſtreſs, when his Son's 
Coat, all beſmeared with Biodd, was brought into 
his Prefence, and ſaid, *“ Surely he is rent inPieces, 
+ and | ſhall ſee him no more!“ and afterwards 
when Simeon was left in Egypt, Things looked 
darker till, . Joſeph is not, and Simgon is not, and 
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« now will ye take away Benjamin alſo ! all theſe 
6© I hings-are againſt me!“ and yet in the End, he 
faw the Wiſdom, Beauty and Glory of the whole 
Plan which God had laid: fo ſhall it be here, 
How dark ſoever the preſent State of the World is, 
and how dark ſoever it has been for long Ages paſt, 
that it has hardly looked like God's World, but ra- 
ther like a World where Satan reigns; and how 
impoſſible focver it may ſeem, that all ſhould ifſue 
well ; yet we have the greateſt Reaſon to believe it 
will, and to rejoice in the Proſpect of that bleſſed Day. 

For this is the very Plan which infinite Wiſdom 
choſe before all other poſſible Plans: the very 
Plan which God himſelf laid out—all- the Parts laid 
out upon Deſign every Thing adjuſted by infinite 
Wiſdom, The Whole , therefore, muſt be perfect 
in Wiſdom, Glory and Beauty; and will appear fo, 
when once it is finiſhed, 

Lock through the leſſer Parts of God's great and 
univerſal Plan, his Diſpenſations to Jacob and Joſeph, 
to Moſes and the Iſraelites of old; theſe, although 
once very dark, are now full of Light, and eafy to 
de underſtood. And if God's Works are wile and 
beautiful, ſo far as we can underſtand them, this ar- 
gues the whole are ſo. For doubtleſs all are of aPiece, 
the Author being the fame, and always acting like 
himſelf. 

BEs1DEs, notwithſtanding the dreadful State of 
the World in our Day, and in all Ages paſt, there 
may be Time enough yet, before the Day of Judg- 
ment, for ſuch great Events as may put quite a 
new Face upon the whole, Nor ved we doubt the 
Accomptiiſhment of theſe great Events, becauſe they 
have been ſo long delayed, It is God's Way to 
promiſe, and make his People wait; but he was 
never known to difappoint their Expectations. To 
Adam he faid, The Sed of the Haman {tail bruife the 
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derpent's Head, Adam lived 2bove nine Hundred 
Years, and looked, and waited. and died. Buy 
it was above eleven Hundred Years after his Death 
before God ever ſo much as mentioned his antient 
Promiſe. All his Poſterity on Earth, *ight only ex- 
cepted, deſtroyed, mean While, in the general De- 
luge. That ſome perhaps were ready to think, 
God had quite forgot his Promſſe.— Till in the 
Days of Abraham it was renewed — Again they 
look, but till it does not come - but long dark Ages 
intervene, and his People are put to wait about two 
Thouſand Years more.—And then behold, it is 
come | the joyful Day is come! I bring you good 
Tidings of great Fey, ſaid the Angel, for this Day the 
Saviour is born 

IsgE not why the Predictions of the glorious 
Days are not as full and plain, as were the Predic- 
tions of the Meſſiah: nor why we may not as firmly 
believe the ſetting up of his Kingdom, as of old 
they believed his coming in the Fleſh. It is certain, 
this is a great Objection of the Jews agaifhſt our 
Teſus being the true Meſſiah, that the Things pro- 
phefted of the Meſſiah have never been fulfilled in 
hin, That the Nations ſhould beat their Swords into 
Plo:v-fhares, and their Spears into Pruning-hacks, and 
learn Mar no more. And that there ſhould be nothing t9 
ht nor offend ; the Nuorbledge of the Lord filling the 
Furth as theaters do the Seas. & e. &c. Nor do | fee 
any poſſible Way to anſwer their Objection, but to 
fay, Theſe Things are ſtill to be accompliſhed, 

Ano if they ſhould be accomplithed in all that 
GLORY, in which they are painted in the prophetic 
Deſcriptions, nothing — but that this Plan, of 


al poſſible Plans, may at laſt actually prove to be 
the belt, in al! Reſpects the beſt. Moſt for God's 
Clory, and moſt for the Good of the Syſtem too. 
Yea, ſo far as we are able to {:e, it ſeems, as if 
this muſt be the Caſe, Ir 
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II is Matter of the greateſt Joy, that all the He 
Affairs of the Univerſe are conducted by infinite I of 
Witdom. It is an Honour that belongs to God, 1 
to govern the World which he has made; to go— wh 
vern his own World; to lay out and order the for 
Affairs of his own Family.—We think, we haye a lit. 
Right to lay out Schemes for our own Families, and I utn 
ſhould take it ill it our Children or Servants ſhould wit 
Ciſpme our Right. Sovereign Monarchs in Time | ane 
of War think they have a Right to lay out a Plan No 
of Operation tor an enſuing Campaign, and would ma 
take it ill if their Right 'thould be diſputed by a Art 
private Soldier. Muci more has God. a Right ta Wh 
lay out a univerſal Plan, for the Conduct of all] {ct 
Things in a World to which he has an original, Hof! 
underived, abfolute Right; nor can he look upon ng 
the Worm that dares diſpute his Right, but with I %. 
infinite Contempt and Deteſtation.— And, ON Yu 
what Matter of infinite Joy it is, that he has taken | Fra 
this Work upon himſelf ! Not left Things. to the 
Devil's Controul, nor to be decided by the Luſts of I J9y 
an apoſtate World, nor left all Things to mere Hat 
Chance ; but himſelf in infinite Wiſdom has laid 25 © 
out a univer/al Plan, a Plan perfect in Glory and % 
Beauty. No Mortal, that loves his Plan, will Wil. 
think of diſputing his Right to lay it. And na uh. 
Mortal, that loves God himſelf, that loves his Law, ] ſet! 
and loves his Goſpel, can be an Enemy to his uni- eau 
verſal Plan, For they all partake of the ſame Na- 
ture, and thine forth in the ſame Kind of Beauty, M bt. 
Hy, Ji: and God. the 

O YE Seed of Jacob, Joſeph is ſafe, and Benja- #-% 
min is falſe :—the Honour of God is ſafe, and the Liv 
Good of the Syſtem is ſafe ; all is in good Hands, I Out 
and under the Conduct of infinite Wiſdom, For] Sid 
the Counſel of the Lord hall and, and he will ds all his | but 
Pleaſure, (Iſai. XLVI. 30.) Whergiore a, your ere 
| : carts 
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Hearts at Reſt, Forlet the State of theWorld and 


of the Church look ever fo dark, you may ſafely 
truſt in the Lord, and flay your ſolves upon your God, 
who is engaged in Honour to conduct all wall And 
for his GREAT NaME's SAKE, he will not fail to do 
it. (See Ezek. XX.) You, therefore, may with the 
utmoſt Serenity leave the Government of theWorld 
with him, and put an implicit Faith in his Wiſdom 


and Fidelity, and have nothing to do, but your Duty. 


Nothing, but to attend upon the Buſineſs he has 


marked out for you. Like a faithful Soldier in an 


Army, who truſts his General to conduct Affairs, 
while he devotes himſelf to mind the Buſineſs he is 
ſet about: And the more he rejoices in the Wiſdom 
of his General, the more alert will he be in diſcharg- 
ing the Duties of a Soldier. Wherefore, Rejoice in 
the Lord always. Again 1 ſay, Rejoice.— Let this be 
your firſt Maxim, The Lord reigneth : and this your 
Practice, Let the Earth rejoice, (Pſal. XCVIL 1.) 
Bor it muſt be with an holy Joy. With ſuch a 
Toy as reſults from a . Love to God, and 
Hatred of Sin, as an infinite Evil. With ſuch a Joy 
as St. Paul deſcribes, 1 Cor. XIII. 6. Charity reſsie- 
eth not in Iniguity, but in the Truth. For no other Joy 
will anſwer to the Nature of God's univerſal plan, 
which is altogether ſuited to exalt the Deity, and 
ſet Sin in an infinitely odious Point of Light, and to 
cauſe Truth and Rigſt univerſally to take Place. 
THERE are ſome wh» ſay they are Fetus, and are not, 
but are of the Synagoge of Satan ; who ſay, they truſt in 


the Lord, while at the ſame Time, the Name of G 


10 Mlaſphemed through their unrighteous and ungodly 
Lives. So once there was a mixt Multitude came 
out of Egypt, and joined in the general Joy at the 
Side of the Red. Sea, merely from ſelfiſh Views? 


but the Lord knew how to try them ; and their Joy 
ere long was turned to Murmuring. For their 
Hearts 
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Hearts were not right with God : 
caſes fell in the Wilderneſs. 0 
Or Seed of Jacob, Trials, many Trials are 
yet to be expected, dark and gloomy Days, while 
the dawning Light of the glorious Morning comes 
gradually on. Get ready therefore for Trials. Be 
willing, that all Fleſb fpould be brought law, and that the 
Lord atene ſpould be exalted, (Iſa. II. 17.) Seck Meekneſs, 
ye Meek of the Earth, for it may be, ye may be hid in the 
Day of the Lord's Anger, (Zxph. II. 3.) Fer, bebald,the 
Day cometh that ſhall burn as an Oven, and all the Proud, 


and tlreir Car- 


that comeih jhall burn them up, ſaiih the Lord of Hoſts, 
that it ſhall icade neither Rot nor Branch : But unto you 
that fear my Name, fall the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe 
with heading in his Il ings, (Mal. IV. 1, 2.) 4A1any ſhall 
run to and fro, and Knowiedge ſhall le increaſed, (Dan. 
XII. 4.) Many ſbull be purificd and made white, and 
tried: but the M Tcked fhail do wickedly : and none of the 
Wicked fhail underſtand, but the Wije ſhall under/tand. 
(Ver. 10.) Blefſed is that Man,who {hall overcome 
all Trials, and be true to the Meſſiah's Intereſt thro? 
all Changes, for he ſpall ſland in his Lat a: the End of 
the Days, in the general Aſſembly of the Juſt inHea- 
ven. (Ver, 13.) Laich, therefore, and pray always,that 
ye may be accounted werity to ejcape all thofe Things that 
ſhail came to paſs, and to ſtaud before the Son of Man. 
(Luk. XXI. 36.) | 

Humility, Self-Diffidence, entire Dependence 


andPrayer,perſcttiy become us, & are exactly ſuited 


Satan a glorious Arch angel feli Adam the Father. 
of the human Race fel —all Mankind now in à 
fallen Statz—tiliec Powers of Dackizels determined on 
\ 1 No B herekore is left for Prid 
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on God, the inward Source of conſtant VV aich;ulneis' 


to the State of Llungs in the intelieRual Syſtem. 
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perDue : and free Grace through Jeſus Chriſt, 6ur 


only Hope. Snares and Dangers are all around us. 
Watch and Pray, therefore, that ye enter not into Temp- 
tation. 

God is the only Being by. Nature immutably 
Good. Were we innocent, we might poſſibly fall; 
and God would be unobliged to hoid us up. Now 
we are Sinners, now we are already fallen Creatures, 
there is no Hope in ourCaſe,but we ſhall totally and 
finally fall if left to ourſelves, and as certainly perith 
as we now exiſt, And whither ſhall we look for 
Help? but to the only immutable Being. And 
how ? but thro' theMerits and Mediation of Chriſt ; 
being infinitely unworthy that God ſhould hold us 
up. And yet our eternal Intereft lies all at Stake. 

« O THouU FATHER of our Spirits, amidſt ten 
© Thouſand Dangers, apoſtate, ſelt- ruined, ſelf- 
« deſtroyed, helpleſs, Hell our Due, we look to 
« Thee! O help us! O hold us up! O keep us 
„ by thy Power, thro' Faith unto Salvation; to the 
« Glory of thy free Grace thro? Jeſus Chriſt ! Amen, 

NOW to him, wha loved us and gave himſelf for un ts 
bim be Glory, Honour and Praiſe, for ever and ever. 
AMEN, 


„ 


. 


in the Preface, Page 1. Line 4 from the Bottom, for acc:un- 
table, Read unaccountable. | 


# - 4 
A 


EoneoooCcedceclcey 


The ConTENTSs. 


The Divinity of CuxkISsr. 


v 0 JN to believe a Doctrine we cannot fully 
underſtand ? Pag. 1. -a, Chrift the Creator, or 
only an Infirument in Creatin? p. 4. —Was he the Cid 
auh appeared 1 Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Moſer, on Mount 
Sinai ? p. F. Je King of Iſrael ? p. 7.—Who dwelt 
in their Tabernacle, p 8. And Temple, p. 9.— Appeared 
to Iſaiah on «Throne high and lifted up, p. 10.—To whom 
every Knee ſhall bob, p. 11.—Spoken of as ſupreme God in 
the XCV 11th and CIlud Pſalms ? p. 12.—What Right had 
New:-Teftanont-Writers to apply to Chriſt Paſſages out of 
the Old Teftanent, plainly ſpoken of the God of Iſrael ? 
p. G. Ii tid CAriſi ciaim to be the King of 1ſrael, and 
ſuffer himſelf to be put to Death at a Blaſphemer ?' p. 6, 
and 25. Hat be indeed the very God and King of lſracl ? 
p. 13. —!hat greater Evidence of his Divinity could have 
been given ? p. 14.—MWhence ariſe our Doubts ? p. 16. and 
2 4.— He appeared as a Man. p. 18—1n & Form of a 
Servant. p. 20,—Rece;ved his Authority from his Father, 
p- 20,—4/nd will refign his Kingdom to him. p. 21.— 
Infinite Wiſd;m has taken the beſt Method to determine his 
trueCharatter. p. 15.,—Texts, the Anars build their Scheme 
upon, explained. Matt, XIX. 16. p. 17, —Mark XIII. 32. 
p. 19.—Jeh. V. 30 p. 20.— Joh. X. 34. p. 25.—1 Cor. 
XV. 28. p. 21.— Col. 1. 15. p. 31.— Rey. III. 14. p. 

31. Ge. Ce. A 
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CONTENTS. 


The MiLLENNIUM. ; 


HE good Man, attached to the Interęſi of theRedeemer, 

(p 44.) would be overwhelmed with Grief, (p 45.) 

were not hisGauſe fnally tio prevail. (p 46.) —For their up- 
port, this was foretold to Adam (p 47.) to Abraham (p 48. 
was typified (p 48.)and plainly declared by theProphets.(pg1-: 

— The Time fixed. (p 53.) «Not the leaft Reaſon ts doubt 

the Accompliſhment of the Things which are written. (p 54.) 


— Nor will the Miſtakes of ſome, or Infidelity of others, © 
alter the Caſe. (p. 60.) -The Number of the Saved will be 


like the Sands on the Sea- Shore. (p 63.) — And all the Glory 
will redound to God. (p 67.) — An-Aſſurance of this may 


ſupport the good Man, let Things now appear ever ſo dark. 


(p 68.) 


The Wispox of God in the Permiſſion of Six, 


9 is implied inGod's permitting Sin? p. 74.— 


Wherein appears the Wiſdom of God in permitting 
Joſeph to be ſold? p. 75. — Iſrael to be oppreſſed ? p. 78.— 
Pharaoh ts harden his Heart? p. 80. —Iſrael to fin and 
fall in the Wilderneſs ® p. 85. —God's Conduct in theſa 
Inflances a Clue to lead us into a View of the Reaſons of his 
permitting theoriginal A paſtacy of finite Intelligences. p 103. 
and teaches how to ſolve all Difficulties. p 109. Did God 


foreſee theFall of finite Intelligences ? Could he have hinder- 


ed it ? Did he fland by as an unconcernedSpelator ? p 122. 
— What was the original State of Man ? p 127.— How was 
it poſſible, ſo holy aGreature could fall? p 128, —What in- 
duced him ? p 130. —The good Ends God dejigned to be an- 
er d by it. p 131. — Humility, Holineſs and Happineſs in- 
creaſed,and God exalted. p 132. —Thelnhabitants of Heaven 
receive great Inſtruction from all God's Works here below. 
Pp 141.—What Plan, all poſſiblePlans, ought to be eflcemed 
the bet? p 155. — Such is the preſentPlan. p 156, —184. 
—Otjettions anſwered. p 185. —Ramſay's Scheme conſuted. 
p 195.—4 right Idea of God, how obtained ? p 200,— 
lt is Matter of great M, the Univerſe is under the Gov:rn- 
ant of infinite Wiſdom p . 
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